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Paul Young is hosting a jam session at the Nelson Mandela
benefit concert scheduled for Wembley Stadium in London
next month. Bryan Adams, Fish of Marillion and Curt Smith of
Tears For Fears are to participate. Joe Cocker, Joan Armatrad-
ing and Al Green have been added to the line-up for the day's
show. Phil Collins and Midge Ure are leading another one-off
group for the concert, including Joan Armatrading and Paul
Carrack.

After canceling dates because of David Coverdale's back,
Whitesnake will go back on the road in mid -June, finishing off
Japanese concert dates. The band will begin a U.S. tour June
25th in Mountain View, California.

Roger Daltrey, John Entwistle, Steve Nieve of Elvis Costello's
Attractions and Zak Starr (Ringo's son) are appearing together
at an AIDS benefit at Wembley Arena in London. They're being
billed as John Entwistle's Super Group. The concert also
features the Stranglers, the Communards, Holly Johnson,
Everything But The Girl and Aztec Camera.

The original members of The Damned will reform for a mid -

June Amnesty International benefit concert to be held in Mil-
ton Keynes, England. "We're doing it for the fun, the finance
and the fans but principally for Amnesty," says Rat Scabies.
Scabies recently played a few dates with Brian James under
the name of the Stink Insects. James is a member of the Lords
Of The New Church. The current version of The Damned, cur-
rently without a record deal, has been playing some concerts
around Britain. Big Audio Dynamite are also on the bill for the
Amnesty show.

Sinead O'Connor says she hopes to work with singer Bjork,
of the Sugarcubes, sometime in the future. "Bjork's got to be
the best singer I've ever heard in my life," O'Connor says.

Films are being released this year of two live appearances by
Jimi Hendrix. One will include Hendrix' entire set from the
Woodstock concert in 1969, and the other will feature footage
of Hendrix from the 1971 Isle of Wight festival. Soundtrack al-
bums are expected to accompany both movies, being put
together by producer Alan Douglas.

This month sees the release of the first six releases from Pan-
gaea Records, the label formed by Sting and IRS Records.

Two of the releases are from Kip Hanrahan, a New York per-
former and producer. "Days And Nights Of Blue Luck Inverted"
features Jack Bruce and jazz musicians Steve Swallow and
Airto Lindsay.

A British financial analyst says Steve Winwood was given a
$7 million advance to encourage him to sign with Virgin
Records, where he'll have a new album out next month.
Donald Cruickshank, managing director for the Virgin Group
in Britain, wouldn't comment on the reported amount but adds
that "people of his ilk can command very substantial advan-
ces."

Eddie Van Halen says several album titles were considered
for the new Van Halen album. He says the band wanted to call
the album "Rock & Roll," but their label preferred "OU812," and
issued a press release announcing the title without getting the
band's approval.

Talk Talk will have a new album, "The Spirit Of Eden," out in
late June. "It's a really eclectic album, looking over everything

we've ever listened to -- areas of jazz, rock, acid, classical --
it's got hard moments and gentle moments," says Mark Hol-
lis. "In my opinion, punk was a feeling about music being
accessible and I stll don't think that technique is that impor-
tant to music. What's really important is the enthusiasm and
the spirit in which you approach things."

Cyndi Lauper will appear in the film version of "Steel Mag-
nolias," which will also feature Dolly Parton, Shirley MacLaine,
Sally Field and Olympia Dukakis.

Walter Becker is producing China Crisis' next album.

Concrete Blonde has completed basic tracks for their next
album. Lead singer Johnette Napolitano says it's not known
what label will be releasing the LP, and that's actually helped
the recording process. "It shouldn't really matter who you
record for anyway," she says. "And we have no A&R depart-
ment breathing down our necks. We don't worry about it,
thinking people will forget about us and we won't be rock stars.
Why should we be hurried?" Napolitano's record label, Happy
Hermit Recordsm will be releasing three new albums in the
next few months including one from Tex & The Horseheads.

The other two members of the Police have been active.
Stewart Copeland has a new band he's formed with Stanley
Clarke called Animal Logical. Guitarist Andy Summers has an
album, "Mysterious Barricades," coming out in June.

Songwriter John Madara has filed a libel suit against Daryl
Hall for over $11 million. The action, filed in U.S. District Court
in Miami, stems from a magazine interview in 1986, in which
Hall claimed Madara took advantage of him early in his career.

Big Audio Dynamite's next album will be called "Tighten Up
Volume 88," and will be out in mid -June. The LP was produced
by Mick Jones.

Chris & Cosey will have a new album out in September.

Joan Baez has a new album just out called "Recently." It fea-
tures cover versions of Peter Gabriel's "Biko" and Dire Straits'
"Brothers In Arms."

Only 400,000 copies of Paul McCartney's album of rock & roll
classics will be pressed in the Soviet Union. But Richard
Ogden, managing director for McCartney's MPL Communica-
tions, says the former Beetle didn't do the deal to make money.
"The lack of foreign currency that the Russians have and the
amount of difficulty involved in doing this kind of deal means
that it is just not worth it unless it is a gesture of friendship,"
Ogden says. "Melodiya doeesn't pay royalties to Russian ar-
tists. All they get is payment by the minute for the record which
is likely to have been recorded in a state studio, of which there
is one in Moscow.

Drummer Jimmy Copley and bass player Jerome Rimson are
the new members of Killing Joke, replacing Raven and Paul
Ferguson. Jaz Coleman, vocalist for the group, says he'll use
the money from the band's new album, "Outside The Gate," to
build a private studio near his home in New Zealand. Coleman
will also soon release a classical symphony, and publish a
biography of Killing Joke.

Wolfsbane, a British heavy metal band, have been signed to
the Def Jam label, and will begin recording their first album in
July. The LP will be produced by Rick Rubin.

Nick Cave is publishing a book, "King Ink," which includes
lyrics for all the music by the Birthday Party and the Bad Seeds.
It also includes some plays written with Lydia Lunch. Cave will
be releasing a new album in September, and he appears on
the new Wim Wenders film, "Wings Of Desire," which opens
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