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Build
%4 VHF EXTENDER

VHF EXTENDER

Get in on all the action

Build
between 30 and 174 MHz MINI-MITE QRP

MINI-MITE ORP

Pint-sized, flea-powered
ham rig flits on four bands,'é‘x-.

NO-TICKET RIG

Four bucks makes you
a license-free broadcaster!

1-TUBE BOTTOM SCRAPER I

Zasy-to-build receiver BuTiId
‘s 1-TUBE

probes radio’s underground BOTTOM

SCRAPER

CB GRABBER _ CB GRaBER

Pumps the 11-Meter band
straight into your BCB set

Ony
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TWOFER-FLEX i

TWOFER-FLEX

Reflex rig gives you
double fun plus double saving




" Be creative -and thrifty too! \\

Save up to 50% with EICO Kits and Wired Equipment.

NEW “TREASURE
HUNTER’' KIT

. Finds metals, pipes several
inches underground. EICO
TH-30 Solid State Treasure

{ 8 NEW EICOCRAFT KITS
H At t LIGHTGUARD ®
VARIVOLT" DC Powrr Supply
® "ROODLITE" Light Dimmer

“FLEXI-CAB”
Build your own custom
designed cabinet in
minutes!

Give your EICOCRAF1
and other project
that finished pro-
fecsional ook with
decor-styled FLEXI
CAB vinyl clad steel
abinets. Fast, easy,
push-tuyrether
assembly 3
from §3.49

S
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A r O transtar
NEW “BULLHORN" KIT i g synchr
Carries your voice up to 400 feet. | )
EICO BH-16 Sold Stte Bullhorn | MODFL 3450 G 't‘(.{O x 1
2121 hight i perfect tor S Eh ,:‘ Kil $79 9
al tdoor mping, por - - Wired $109.95
oty operaled $15.95, LIGHT FANTASTIC MODEL 3445 (73 x 127 x 10')
Tran nt dome provide | C 1 Kit $61 9¢
worid of ever charging 989
ht patterns in response to music. 38" high | MODEL 3440 (10 x 15 x 167)
| 3 | it$199
Wirnd $79 95 CGther model= to
NEV'VT 2 hoose, from $19.95 and up
CSTEREO KITS | TRANSLATORS
it ectronics you need to create
~ The lowest-priced - (1) IR e
component quality " ! o e Y
high fidehty! MODEL 3460
E R FI % EICO 3780 50-W.ilt | N sige
NEW Icnc A ¢ L Siate FET AV 114 S | Kit $22 95
The electronic science project kits. , Wl $109.95, Wired $169.9¢ 0 Wired $39.95
} tor beginners. sophisticates, ' |
educators. 42 kits to date. | _9,,, 2‘8?5: 3465 ¥
< ne -
| KiL$3795 wired $69 95 :
} STROBE LITES
- ® Burst cf white light fiyeh i
] [ EM vz | e} 2 of cach beat of audio
i Mike 3895
EICO 3080 50 W.ill 5, £1€0 3300 5 scucsite | 2‘““3”% i
i Solid State Sterea Anip fer PET AT i o8 ate
Kit $69.95, Wired $109.95 Kit $69 U5, Wired $109 9 TR
Model 3475
Audio A tuated

NEW SOLID STATE TEST INSTRUMENTS

The first and only sohd state test equipment guaranteed for 5 years!

EICO 330 Solid State RF Signal Generato
Kit $59.95. Wired $84.50

e

R T L L L TrT

REE 1971 EICO CATALOG
Send e FREE catalog describing the full £1C0
ot nearest deale.

oo of LS00 best buys and name

EICO Eiectronic Instrument Co.. Inc.
287 Malla Street. Brooklyn, N.Y 11207
SE-12

NOW YOU CAN SLI
THE MUSICYOU HEAR

Sound n Color

Color Organs, Translators.

Kit $39.95, Wired $59 95.
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10 Reasons why

RCA Home Training is

your best

investment
forarewarding

career

in electronics:

LEADER IN ELECTRONICS
TRAINING

RCA stands for dependability, integrity
and pioneering scientific advances. For
over a half century, RCA Institutes,
Inc., has been a leader in technical
training.

RCA AUTOTEXT TEACHES
ELECTRONICS FASTER, EASIER

Beginner or refresher - AUTOTEXT,
RCA Institutes’ own method of Home
Training will help you learn electronics
faster, easier, almost automatically.

THOUSANDS OF WELL PAID
JOBS ARE OPEN NOW

RCA Institutes can help you qualify for
arewarding career if you have an inter-
est in electronics. Every year, thousands
of well paid electronics jobs go unfilled
just because not enough men take the
opportunity to train themselves for
these openings.

WIDE CHOICE OF CAREER
PROGRAMS

Select from a wide choice of courses
and career programs ranging from basic
Electronics Fundamentals to advanced
training including Compuiter Program-
ming and Electronics Drafting. Each

"Transistor experiments
on programmed breadboard -
using oscilloscope.

“Career Program begins Wwith the amaz-

ing AUTOTEXT method.

SPECIALIZED ADVANCED
TRAINING

For those working in electronics or
with previous training, RCA Institutes
offers advanced courses. Start on a
higher level. No wasted time on mate-
rial you already know.

PERSONAL SUPERVISION
THROUGHOUT

All during your program of home
study, your training is supervised by
RCA Institutes experts who become
personally involved in your efforts and
help you over any “rough spots” that
may develop.

VARIETY OF KITS, YOURS TO KEEP

At no extra cost, a variety of valu-
able specially engineered kits come with
your program—yours to keep and use
on the job.

TRANSISTORIZED TV KIT AND
VALUABLE OSCILLOSCOPE

You will receive in most career pro-
grams a valuable oscilloscope. Those
enrolled in the TV Program or courses
receive the all-new Transistorized TV
Receiver—exclusive with RCA. Both ars
at no extra cost.

TWO CONVENIENT
PAYMENT PLANS

Pay for lessons as you order them. No
contract obligating you to continue the
course. Or, you can take advantage of
R]CA's convenient monthly payment
plan.

1 RCA GRADUATES GET TOP
RECOGNITION

Thousands of graduates of RCA Insti-
tutes are now working for leaders in the
electronics field; many others have their
own profitable businesses . .. proof of
the high quality of RCA Institutes
training.

RCA INSTITUTES, inc.
Dept. 764-012-0, 320 West 31st St.,
N.Y.. N.y. 10001.

Canadians: These same RCA courses
are available to you in Canada. No
postage. No customs. No delay. Yout

inquiry will be referred to our school
in Canada.

All courses and programs approvgd
for veterans under new G.l. Bill.

CLASSROOM TRAINING ALSO AVAIL-
ABLE. FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST.

If Reply Card Is Detached—Send This Coupon Today

—_————————— et e e ot e

RCA INSTITUTES, Inc.

Home Study Dept. 764-012-0
320 West 31st Street
New York, N.Y. 10001

ACCREDITED MEMBER National Home Study Council

Tonstruction of Oscilloscope.

Construction of Multimeter.
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SAMS BOOKS

ESPECIALLY FOR THE BUILDER

Hi-Fi Projects for the Hobbyist

Easy-to-build projects include: rumble filter, noise
filter, high-gain antenna, transistorized microphone
preamp, etc. Also explains how to improve existing
high fidelity systems and how to check them out for
optimum performance. Order 20222, only..$2.95

101 Easy Ham Radio Projects
A selection of easy-to-build, inexpensive circuits
for a variety of worthwhile ham devices. Provides
brief descriptions, construction hints, diagrams,
and parts lists; includes substitution guide appen-
dix. Order 20674, only

ABC’s of Electrical Soldering

An invaluable book on the art of soldering—what
it is and does, how to make a good connection,
how to muke solder repairs. Explains solder alloys,
tluxes, soldertng irons, and instant-heat guns.
$2.95

Order 20627, only

Hoh Profort
S Haldiod

B g
L)
SOlhpgM

49 Easy Transistor Projects
Provides simple, easy instructions, schematic dia-
grams, and parts lists for building a-m and fm
radios, light relay controls, audio amplifiers, code
practice oscillators. and test equipment, using in-
cxpensive parts. Order 20617, only $1.75

How to Build Electronics Projects
Provides complete description of methods and tools
used in construction. Discusses proper circuit lay-
out. mectal chassis and panel layout, and drilling
and punching. Also includes information on scmi-
conductor and etched-circuit boards construction.
Order 20670, 0nlv . ... ..... ... ......... $2.95

101 Easy Audio Projects
Furnishes complete instructions for building sim-
ple, inexpensive audio projects with the imagina-
tive use of many spare parts found in old radio and
TV chassis. Includes intercom systems, wireless
microphones, phono and power amplifiers, and
a-m tuners. Order 20608, only

I-——I'IOWARD W. SAMS & CO., INC. —

I
I
I

Order from any Electronic Parts Distributor,

or mail to Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc. Dept.RT-110
4300 W. 62nd St., Indianapolis, Ind. 46268
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10 Reasons why

RCA Home Training is

your best

investment
forarewarding

career

in electronics:

LEADER IN ELECTRONICS
TRAINING

RCA stands for dependability, integrity
and pioneering scientific advances. For
over a half century, RCA Institutes,
Inc., has been a leader in technical
training.

2 RCA AUTOTEXT TEACHES
ELECTRONICS FASTER, EASIER
Beginner or refresher — AUTOTEXT,
RCA Institutes’ own method of Home
Training will help you learn electronics
faster, easier, almost automatically.

THOUSANDS OF WELL PAID
JOBS ARE OPEN NOW

RCA Institutes can help you qualify for
arewarding career if you have an inter-
est in electronics. Every year, thousands
of well paid electronics jobs go unfilled
just because not enough men take the
opportunity to train themselves for
these openings.

WIDE CHOICE OF CAREER
- PROGRAMS

Select from a wide choice of courses
and career programs ranging from basic
Electronics Fundamentals to advanced
training including Computer Program-
ming and Electronics Drafting. Each

ACCREDITED MEMBER National Home Study Councit

Tonstruction of Oscitloscope.
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‘Transistor experiments
on programmed breadboard -
using oscilloscope.

"Career Program begins with the amaz-

ing AUTOTEXT method.

SPECIALIZED ADVANCED
TRAINING

For those working in electronics or
with previous training, RCA Institutes
offers advanced courses. Start on a
higher level. No wasted time on mate.
rial you already know.

6 PERSONAL SUPERVISION
THROUGHOUT

All during your program of home
study, your training is supervised by
RCA Institutes experts who become
personally involved in your efforts and
help you over any “rough spots” that
may develop.

VARIETY OF KITS, YOURS TO KEEP

At no extra cost, a variety of valu-
able specially engineered kits come with
your program—yours to keep and use
on the job.

TRANSISTORIZED TV KIT AND
VALUABLE OSCILLOSCOPE

You will receive in most career pro-
grams a valuable oscilloscope. Those
enrolled in the TV Program or courses
receive the all-new Transistorized TV
Receiver—exclusive with RCA. Both ars
at no extra cost.

Construction of Multimeter.
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TWO CONVENIENT
PAYMENT PLANS

Pay for lessons as you order them. No
contract obligating you to continue the
course. Or, you can take advantage of
RlCA‘s convenient monthly payment
plan.

10 RCA GRADUATES GET TOP
RECOGNITION

Thousands of graduates of RCA Insti-
tutes are now working for leaders in the
electronics field; many others have their
own profitable businesses . . . proof of
the high quality of RCA Institutes
training.

RCA INSTITUTES, nc.

Dept. 764-012-0, 320 West 31st St,
N.Y., N.y. 10001.

Canadians: These same RCA courses
are available to you in Canada, No
postage. No customs. No delay. Your
inquiry will be referred to our school
in Canada.

All courses and programs approvgd
for veterans under new G.!. Bill.

CLASSROOM TRAINING ALSO AVAIL-
ABLE. FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST.

If Reply Card !s Detached—Send This Coupon Today

o e e e e e et o s s

RCA INSTITUTES, .

Home Study Dept. 764-012-0
320 West 31st Street
New York, N.Y. 10001

Zip
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® PROJECTS FOR THE BEGINNER x
* 28 I-Tube Bottom Scraper—regen detector opens up the new, new world of >
13-28 kHz e
47 Transistorized TRF Amplifier Stage—a real boon for any xial set
66 Simple Code Monitor—only three components!
81 Sound Sipper—makes your mike directional
SWL and DX PROJECTS
25 Novice’s One-Tube Multibander—hor litile receiver tunes 600 kHz 10 38
MHz with four plug-in coils
* 67 The VHF Extender—plug-in front end takes you all the way 10 170 MHz
- SCIENCE FAIR SPECIALS
76 Compass Galvanometer—budget science fair project
77 Build a Hot-Wire Ammeter—so who needs a VOM?
83 Sn/Fe Moving Vane Ammeter—aimineter science fair project no. 2
o BCB BUILDITS
41 Variometer Radio—a relic from the roaring 20s rides again!
58 Genuine Wireless Receiving Apparatus—for the man with a yen for ves-
teryear
* 61 Build Twofer-Flex—dandy little two-for-one BCB project
. FOR THE CB SET
32 CB Rock Rater x 3—checks xtals for activity, stability
43 CB Buand Buster—I-FET cheapie is sure-fire insurance your rig delivers
every last ounce of power
46 Crystal Is. As Crystal Does—how to make a mike stand
* 49 The CB Grabber—rtune in CB signals on any AM set
3 STRICTLY FOR HAMS
21 Ham Traffic—whar’s ahead for ham radio?
* 35 Mini-Mite QRP—modular style xmtr proves what youw’ve always suspected:
that power is no substitute for skill!
* 53 No-Ticket Rig—3$84 transmitter does double duty as a code-practice oscillator
” REGULAR DEPARTMENTS
7 Stamp Shack—pure philatronics
10 Great Men of Science—Ernest Orlando Lawrence (1901-1958)
12 New Products—gadgets and gimmicks
18 Bookmark—by Bookworm
23 Literature Library—yours for two bits
24 Positive Feedback—honorable Editor speaketh 4
% White’s Radio Log, Volume 52, Part 6—page 87
Emergency Radio Services—Ohio: Part Il—page 101 o
Cover illustration by Joe Rack L
Cover e
Highlights

o""’-_ 2 *
oo
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For The Experimenter..!
International EX Crystal & EX Kits

OSCILLATOR / RF MIXER / RF AMPLIFIER / POWER AMPLIFIER

Type EX Crystal

Available from 3,000 KHz to 60,000 KHz. Supplied only in
HC 6/U holder. Calioration is #£.02% when operated in International
OX circuit or its equivalent. (Specify frequency)

OX OSCILLATOR

Crystal controlled transistor type.
Lo Kit 3,000 to 19,999 KHz
Hi Kit 20,000 to 60,000 KHz $ 295
(Specify when ordering)
SAX-1 Transistor RF Amplitier $3.50

A small signal amplifier to drive MXX-1 mixer.
Single tuned input and link output.

MXX-1 Transistor RF Mixer $3.50 Lo Kit 3 to 20 MHz
A single tuned circuit intended for signal con- Hi Kit 20 to 170 MHz
version in the 3 to 170 MHz range. Harmonics (Specify when ordering)

of the OX oscillator are used for injection in

the 60 to 170 MHz range. PAX-1 Transistor RF Power Amplifier  $3.75

Lo Kit 3 to 20 MHz A single tuned output amplifier designed to
Hi Kit 20 to 170 MHz follow the OX oscillator. Outputs up to 200 mw

(Specify when ordering)

can be obtained depending on the frequency
and voltage. Amplifier can be amplitude modu-
lated for low power communication. Frequency
range 3,000 to 30,000 KHz.

BAX-1 Broadband Amplifier $3.75
General purpose unit which may be used as a
tuned or untuned amplifier in RF and audio
applications 20 Hz to 150 MHz. Provides 6
to 30 db gain. Iideal for SWL, Experimenter or
Amateur.

Write for complete catalog.

' s
INTERNATIONAL
CRYSTAL MFG. CO, INC.

10 NO. LEE ® OKLA. CITY, OKLA, 73102
¢ JANUARY, 1971 5




— —HOWARD W. SAMS & CO., INC. —

SAMS BOOKS

ESPECIALLY FOR THE BUILDER
Hi-Fi Projects for the Hobbyist

Easy-to-build projects include: rumble filter, noise
filter, high-gain antenna, transistorized microphone
preamp, etc. Also explains how to improve existing
high fidelity systems and how to check them out for
optimum performance. Order 20222, only..$2.95

101 Easy Ham Radio Projects
A sclection of easy-to-build, inexpensive circuits
for a variety of worthwhile ham devices. Provides
brief descriptions, construction hints, diagrams,
and parts lists; includes substitution guide appen-
dix. Order 20674, 0nly .. ................ $3.95

ABC's of Electrical Soldering

An invaluable book on the art of soldering—swhat
it is and does, how to make a good connection,
how to make solder repairs. Explains solder alloys,
fluxes, soldering irons, and instant-heat guns.
Order 20627, 0only...................... $2.95

49 Easy Transistor Projects
Provides simple, casy instructions, schematic dia-
grams, and parts lists for building a-m and fm
radios, light relay controls, audio amplifiers, code
practice oscillators, and test equipment, using in-
cxpensive parts. Order 20617, onfy. . ... ..$1.75

How to Build Electronics Projects
Provides complete description of methods and tools
used in construction. Discusses proper circuit lay-
dut, metal chassis and panel layout, and drilling
and punching. Also includes information on semi-
conductor and etched-circuit boards construction.
Order 20670, 0nfy . . ......... .. ......... $2.95

101 Easy Audie Projects
Furnishes complete instructions for building sim-
ple, inexpensive audio projects with the imagina-
tive use of many spare parts found in old radio and
TV chassis. Includes intercom systems, wireless
microphones. phono and power amplifiers, and
a-m tuners. Order 20608, only

Order from any Electronic Parts Distributor, |
or mail to Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc. Dept.RT-110
4300 W. 62nd St., Indianapolis, Ind. 46268 |

Send the following books: Nos.____ . |

$ enclosed {

Name : I
Address |
City State, Zip l
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KEHR

@® @ Ascension Island is one of the most iso-
lated places on the marine surface of this earth,
But for all its remoteness, it now is in instan-
taneous communications with its more populous
terrestrial neighbors across the seas, thanks to
the Satellite Station erected there four years
ago.

® Its 38 square miles of volcanic topography
is in the South Atlantic, and until 1815, was
uninhabited except for some ten species of sea
birds that nested on and around the 35 extinct
craters. At that time it was occupied by a gar-
rison of British sailors and marines, instructed
to prevent French forces to rescue Napoleon
from his exile on St. Helena, 760 miles away.
® Until 1922, the island was used solely as a
water and coaling station for British warships
on their way to and from Africa, South Amer-
ica and Asia.

@ Its communications history dates to 1899,
when a crew of the Eastern Telegraph Co,,
Ltd., was sent down from London to begin the
laying of cables that linked Ascension with St.
Helena to the east, and St. Vincent to the
northwest. Extensions subsequently were made

to Freetown (Sierra Leone) and Rio de Janeiro
and Buenos Aires, in South America. Seven-
teen years later Eastern’s successor, Cables and
Ltd.,

Wireless, installed the first radio relay
station. More re-
cently, the BBC in-
stalled facilities to
relay programs be-
tween London, Af-
rica and South
America.

(Turn page)

Ascension Island
Earth Station Issue
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1ST QUALITY OPAQUE UNDER $200

Terrific Buy! Top Qual:t)' Projects
brilliant, sharp 417 ft. sq. image
from 8’ msuuz up to ’;"\5" color,
b&w itlustrations, Retwins all
original colors, proportions. n-
Lirges. drawings. coins, 5,
etc. Revolutionary peanut-size
qu.uu Halogen lamp (50hy. hfe)
OOmm anastigmatic lens (f3.5.
BF unique internal reflect-
nyg \'. stem give maximum bright-
ness. entire ficld focus. Can be
used upside down. Turbo-coaled.

. Sln (L. cord.
Stock No 71.272 HP  (W: 11/ fos) - Lo ..$89.75 Ppd.

NEW $99.50 HELIUM-NEOM LASER!

Completely assembled. instant-
; w/three times power

put of comparable models.
su ady. ripple-free light of
moderate (safe) power. Excel-
lent collimation. Simple and
safe_to use. The 4145 1h. unit
reaches 750 power I 2 secs.
full po\\el 1ypically 0.5 milli-
watt (0.3 mW minimum) in 3
mins. Benm divergence only 2
milliradians—2 ems at 30 feet.

Stock MO 73,008HP . .. . .. ....o.oooi $99.50 Ppd.
4 GIANT 180" DAY GLOW TYPES!

17 bands of flourescent
green, red, vellow. Brilllant in
normal light—wiid and exciting
“hot'* glow under blacklight.
Self adhesive. Easily removed.
All kinds of uses—decorate clubs,
dances, parties: highlight poﬂt-
ers, costumes; design ‘op’’ pic-
tures. wall decorations; uleal for
safety markers. shelf strips. Med.-
ium strength t:\pe, paper flatback.
720 feet in al

Stock No. P- 71 .303HP $9.50 Ppd.

CHROMATIC "MACHINE GUN'' STROBE

Red. Green, Blue & White light
barrage the eyeballs every 6
seconds with this low-cost mech-
anical strobe that can run con-
tinuously without fear of burning
up. Devastating effects over 500
ft. sq. area. Created by rou\tmg
color wheel in front of 100W
120v reflector floodlamp (incl. =
elements seem to flash on & off
as colors fluctuate. Turns store
windows, posters, parties into
fiashing, pulsating productions.
Convection cooled. Walnut cabi-

pink,

aet. Brass handle. Reg. house eurrent.
Stock Mo 71,271HP..... ... 9z 10 x 614"). ....... $28.50 Ppd.

BI.ACK LIGHT MIGHTY MITES

Relatively small (127) f{ixtures
give surprisingly bnght black-
light Muror-finished  reflector
makes instant  starting H-watt.
high-intensity bulb look like 41)-
watter. Up to 5.000 hours of
safe, long-wave
light to really turn- .on parhos
h;zhl & theatrical shows. 2
chedelic decors, holiday decor-
ations. Shockproof endcaps re-
move for safe, easy replace.
ment of bulb and starvter. Stands
unr-;rh! or horizontal. Aluminum
case

&

o

.$14.95 Ppd.
$19.95 Ppd.

Stock No. 71,274
IDELUXE OUTDOOR ’INDOOR FODEL
Stock Ma 71,29

8” ASTRONODMICAL TELESCOPE

See moon

orbits-stars.
phases of Venus. planets close
up. 60 to 180X. New improved,
aluminized & overcoated 37 di-
/ mirror, ven-
mount w
locks on both axes. 60X eyepiece,
mounted Barlow. 3x tinder tele-

shots,

scope, hardwood tripod. 1nel.

EE: ‘“‘STAR CHART'': 272.P.
BOOK’': Inst.

- .$29.95 de.

N , $84.50 F.O.B
Stock No. B) DBGNP. - . .$199.50 F.O. B.
Adrder by Stock No.~—~Cherk o .—Money Back Guarantee
MUMD SCIENTIFIC €o0., 30D Eoscorp Bldg., Barrington, N.}. 08007

WRITE FOR GIANT FREE CATALOG "HP”

71 edition.
categori
148 cas; '.o
.lcked with 400
Doaens of ele(‘lncal and elect

selection of Astro-
W icm:copus
ets

EDMUND

Lenses, Prisms. & s

pl items; l‘or hobbylst: experi.
menters. orkshops. factory.
Write for cntulos, HP. Include
Zip.

~ 300 EDSCORP BLDG.
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY 0B0G7
MONEY-SACK GUARANITEE

EDMUND

SCIENTIFIC CO.

ORDEE Y STOCK NUMBER - SEND CHECK OR MONEY OfDER -



STAMP SHACK o

® Once the Space program was developed,
Ascension’s geographical position made it a per-
fect site to help track the various Apollo mis-
sions. The Cable and Wireless group envisioned
its potentials, and in cooperation with NASA,
started construction of an earth station to keep
in touch with Spacecraft and satellites in orbit.
® Entirely British-owned, it was installed by
the Marconi Company and opened for service
in September, 1966. Since then, it was used to
track all of the Apollo missions, including 11
and 12 that made it to the moon, and 13, which
failed, but got back to a splashdown in one of
history’s most exciting events.

@® Now that Ascension has a population of
nearly 2,000 people—most of them concen-
trated in its coastal capital of Georgetown—
the earth station is being used for commercial
purposes. Its transmitting and receiving fa-
cilities are in constant contact with the two
satellites that are 22,300 miles in orbit above
its rocky surface. Its equipment is an advanced
type of low-noise receivers, cooled to more
than 250° below the freezing point, by helium
at near liquid temperatures. Once TV comes to
the island, the station will be able to pick up
video and audio signals from most any part of
the world.

@ To proclaim the opening of this station, As-
cension issued four special stamps with denomi-
nations of 4, 8 pence, 1% and 2Y% shillings.
Each depicts the immense dish receiver with
symbolical waves linking it with one of the
satellites, while the moon is in the distance. A
portrait of Queen Elizabeth 1I is inset at the
upper right.

® @ On the other side of the globe, Malaysia
has entered the Space Age, too, by opening
service of its earth station and commemorating
it with a pair of special stamps. The 15-cent
value, with its odd shape, shows the 97-foot
fully steerable antenna which was erected at
Kuantan, Pahang. The 30-cent shows that part
of the globe in which Malaysia is located with
the Intelsat III satellite floating above it.

@ The facilities on the 60-acre site, which was
selected because of its complete freedom from
interference from existing terrestrial microwave
stations, were built by Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha.
Ltd., of Japan on the basis of bids submitted
by interested contractors. It cost more than $3
million.

ey
,

3 g Malaysia Space Issues

® Its key components are the antenna, a super-
sensitive helium refrigerated receiver and high-
power microwave transmitters. The antenna
alone weighs 300 tons, but despite this is able
to so accurately stay aimed at the Intelsat III,
orbiting 22,300 miles above the Indian Ocean,
that it never is more than one minute of an arc
off the beam. The reflecting surface of the an-
tenna must be within 1.2 millimeters of design
to concentrate the radiated microwave power
towards the satellite equivalent to 1 million
watts. Links with this installation and Kuala
Lumpur are provided by a high-quality micro-
wave system.

@ In setting up this earth station, Malaysia be-
came the 50th of a 71-member Consortium
founded to provide modern, Space-age tele-
communications facilities around the earth.

@® Because the specifications and system en-
gineering designs were prepared by the Malay-
sian Telecommunication engineers (who also
supervised the installation, testing and com-
pletion by the Japanese) the project forms an
exceedingly great achievement of which the
nation is proud.

® @ The American Topical Association, an in-
ternational group of 9,000 collectors interested
in stamps of the world which depict various
topics: telecommunications, radio, Space, ani-
mals, birds, flags, etc., is the latest to take a
strong stand on the matter of philatelic exploi-
tation.

@® At its June Convention in Montreal, the
group declared that it will not officially recog-
nize any poster adhesive, sticker or label pro-
duced in the similitude of a postage stamp by
territories that have no postal service or by pri-
vate operators with a view of deceiving collec-
tors and charging unrealistic prices for such
labels.

@® Information about the ATA is available from
Jerome Husak, Executive Secretary, 330% N.
50 St., Milwaukee, Wisc. 53216.

@ For those more interested in Sports stamps
and covers, there is the new Sports Cover Club
of America, details of which may be obtained
from the club, at Box 48323, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90048. m
® @ Want an album? In an effort to encourage
readers of the Stamp Shack to begin collecting
postage stamps, this column will provide one
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SPEED DRIVING OF BRISTOL
AND ALLEN HEX TYPE SCREWS

v Saad &P

No. 99PS-60
Bristol Multiple Spline Type
Screwdriver Set

«

R

& I NVIVS

H. E. Harris

Statesman Deluxe Album
4 ahndd 6-flute blades
@B wit| iameters from
“Statesman Deluxe Stamp Album” to the per- 048" thru 163"

son who submits the best reason why he (or
she) would like to own one.

® Published by the H. E. Harris Co., of Bos-
ton, this album provides spaces for more than
30,000 of the world’s stamps, each one of
which is clearly identified to show what stamp I
belongs in what space.

® This huge book is loaded with illustrations,
contains a “how-to-collect-stamps” introduction No. 99PS-40 Allen Hex !
and historical and geographic facts about the QypejScrewdriveriSet ({
countries represented. }
@® While only one album will be awarded, each
person who enters this contest will receive a
packet of postage stamps from various lands, !
provided a self-addressed. stamped envelope is
enclosed with the contest letter. Address your

letters to the Stamp Shack, Davis Publications, Hex diameters

Inc, 229 Park Avenue South, New York, NY from .050” thru %"

10003. Deadline is December 21, 1970. But, LY
don’t wait! Do it today! il

Compact, interchangeable blade, Xcelite sets permit
quick selection of the right tool for the job. With
greater reach than conventional keys, these handy
blade and handle combinations make it easier to get
at deep set or awkwardly placed socket screws,
simplify close quarter work.

Each set contains 9 precision formed, alloy steel,
4" blades; 4" extension; shockproof, breakproof,
amber plastic (UL) handle with exclusive, positive
locking device.

Sturdy, see-thru plastic cases fit pocket, have flat
bases for use as bench stands.

l
|

ﬁ

= =1

| |

| |

| XCELITE INC. - 64 BANK ST., ORCHARD PARK, N. Y. |

| Send Bulletin N365 on 99PS-60 and 99PS-40 sets. |

| name |

I address S :

. | city state & zone |

“Someone shot a paper clip and s sl N S 2w iy

shorted out the teaching machine!”
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GREAT

SCIENCE

Ernest Lawrence—Physicist
Father of the Atom-Smasher

w
It isn’t the rank or the money I want.”
Dr. John Zeleny, chairman of Yale Uni-

versity's physics department, nodded under-

standing.

“I know. You want help—graduate stu-
dents. But here at Yale we do things the
Yale way . . .”

His cyes blazing, Zeleny’s subordinate
tried to restrain his voice.

“And ‘the Yale way’ means no graduate
assistants until a man becomes associate
professor, doesn’t it? That’s the only reason
on Earth I want the promotion.”

Ernest Lawrence didn't get
wanted.

A few weeks earlier he had bought a
coupe—a Reo Flying Cloud. Before signing
the contract he’d recognized that ownership
of such a car would mark him as a rebel
against ‘the Yale way.” No matter; he’d ask
for—no, demand—that promotion. If he
didn't get it, he’d let prestige go hang and
take a job at a second-rate university.

Part of the pressure was a fruit of his own
temperament. Much of it was a product of
prevailing attitudes. An unwritten but gen-
erally accepted principle of the day held
that it & man didn’t make a name in physics
hefore 30, he’d never make it.

Lawrence was 27. He simply didn’t have
time to wait for the slow and orderly
process of faculty promotion to elevate him
to a level where he could put graduate
students to work on problems that intrigued
him.

No promotion, no help, no Yale.

It was that simple. Lawrence had made

what - he

up his mind before meeting with the chair-
man of his department. He had even gone
so far as to look around a bit.

Out in California, the physics department
at Berkeley was said to be eager and re-
ceptive. Of course it was second- or third-
rate by comparison with the department at
Yale. But some day, it might catch up.

Lawrence received and accepted an offer
to go to Berkeley. He drove his Reo Flying
Cloud across the continent in the summer
of 1928. He had the title of assistant pro-
fessor, several student assistants—and hardly
any modern cquipment.

No matter; Ernest had the tenacity of his
immigrant grandfather who made it to the
US. from Norway against “impossible”
odds. After settling in South Dakota Ole
Lavrensen did make one concession to
social pressure; he changed his name te
Lawrence.

Within a year after his grandson severed
his ties with Yale, the young physicist just
two generations out of Norway came across
a paper by a Norwegian. Rolf Wideroe
described how he had increased the energy
of electrified potassium atoms. He didn’t
quite say so, but he implied that a small
voltage might be able to give high velocities
to particles—provided that voltage could be
applied precisely and at crucial periods.

Ernest Lawrence took that obscure and
simple idea, used it to build a magnetic
instrument that actually did accelerate some
particles. Since the magnetic field employed
forces that created roughly circular patterns
of movement, Lawrence called his little
gadget the cyclotron.

The world’s first cyclotron, only a few
pounds in weight, was in operation before
Lawrence was 31. Even he was astonished
at the way it speeded up movement of
protons.

At the cost of $1000.00 a larger model
was built in 1931. It produced protons with
cnergies of more than one million electron
volts.

Once started, the process of instrument-
building accelerated almost as rapidly as
particles in cyclotrons. A dozen years earlier
the Fedcral Telegraph Company had built a
75-ton electro-magnet destined for use in
China. It never got there.

Lawrence heard of it, managed to get
possession, and with it built the first truly
big cyclotron. But even it was a baby by
comparison with the 220-ton instrument he

ScieNcE aND ELECTRONICS
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THOUSANDS OF BARGAINS

put together in 1939. Two years later, the TOP VALUES IN ELEP%TRR%MC

magnet used for a new device was so big it

1 - = 2 e e Transistors, Modules, C. B., Speaker, Stereo, Hi-Fi,
had to be l?ur'e.d in order to minimize [ | Photo Cells and Thousands of Other Electronic Parts.
danger from its high-level field. Send for FREE Catalogue

Physicists and engincers from all over the
world flocked to California. Big-name uni-
versities in the U.S. and in Europe competed
with one another in building bigger and
more powerful cyclotrons.

It was all but inevitable that the father of

ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTORS INC.

Dept. TA-2, 4900 Elston
Chicago, 1ll. 60630
O RUSH CATALOGUE

Name

the atom-smasher should be given the Nobel arere

Prize for Physics. That honor came in 1940 citv. St ez ding
Swmte. . a. ...Zip Code

—a war year during which it was impossible
to make the trip to Sweden to accept in | —— —
person.
Before his death in 1958. Ernest O. TUBES! TUBES'
Lawrence won all the honors any man ‘qS‘—"Send For »‘31,.(

Coer
needs. His most cherished one, more im- CORNELLS 30 33 tﬂbe

portant to him than the Nobel Prize, was New tﬂg'; “WE SELL
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depar[nlcn[s. Many New ltems IN LOTS OF 100 TUBES
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“He would never admit is, of course . . .
but he gets most of his ideas from
the children’s Dr. Seuss bhooks!”
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So You Want to be Heard

All you orators, coaches, guides, camp-
ers, boating enthusiasts, hunters, lib leaders
etc., here’s a real voice saver. A new, light-
weight, compact, solid state, battery pow-
ered Bull Horn, available in kit form only,
that has enough output to blast through
high noise areas up to 400 ft.

Spend a couple of hours assembling this
great little stentor and you’ll be the new
hero in your group. The kit comes complete
with printed circuit board, all required com-
ponents and easy to follow assembly and
wiring instructions. You don’t have to be
an engineer to put it together, all you need
is a screw driver, wire cutters and pliers,
and a soldering iron.

This new EICO BH-16 Bull Horn Kit,
including all material and parts, with the
exception of 4 standard D cells to power it,
is priced at only $15.95.

EICO BH-16 Bull Horn Kit

The trigger switch in the handle, along
with a variable volume control and carry-
ing strap, makes this device a very handy
communications aid. For additional in-
formation, write: EICO Electronic Instru-
ment Co., Inc.,, 283 Malta St. Brooklyn,
New York, 11207.

Put a Monitor in Your Pocket

Hallicrafters has two new pocket-portable
monitor FM receivers, Portamon Models CRX-
106 and CRX-107. You takes your choice of
CRX-106, which covers the 27-50 MHz band,
or CRX-107, tuning 144-174 MHz; depending
on whether you want police, fire, civil defense,
public service, business and industrial radio,
citizens band, 10-Meter amateur, or other serv-
ices.'Both are fully transistorized and hand-held

Hallicrafters Portable Monitor

and have such features as adjustable squelch
control; continuous tunability with no addi-
tional crystals to buy; RF stage; tunable super-
heterodyne circuit with three tuned IF stages;
Class B push-pull amplification; automatic noise
limiter; automatic gain control. There’s a tele-
scoping antenna and a built-in jack for an ac-
cessory AC power supply. Both monitors are
equipped with a 2%-in. 8-ohm speaker and
slide-rule front dial. Size of each Portamon is
6 x 19 x 2% in.; weight, 1 1b. Price of either
CRX-106 or CRX-107 is $39.95, less battery.
For additional data write to The Hallicrafters
Co., 600 Hicks Rd., Rolling Meadows IL 60008.

If Rhythm Is Your Thing

Knight-Kit's new Rhythm Console lets
you add ten perfect rhythms to your band’s
sound or provide percussive accompaniment
for backing a soloist.

Knight-Kit model KG-393 Deluxe Rhythm
Console creates electronically, the sounds of
bass drum, snare drum, claves, cowbell,
maracas, and high-low bongos with amaz-
ing realism through your PA or instrument
amplifier. Just push a button to provide
perfectly timed rhythms for swing, twist,
slow rock, rhumba, mambo, beguine, bos-
sanova, tango or waltz. Controls are pro-
vided for volume and tempo beats as well

(Continued on page 14)
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YOURE BEING ROBBED!

irtually every time that you spend

money, whether at the supermarket, de-

partment store, drugstore, or gas sta-

tion, you're being ROBBED! You're
being duped, hoodwinked, and swindled out of
the full value of your money by a combination
of deceptive selling techniques that include
Madison Avenue double-talk, mendacious sales-
manship, and insidious labeling and packaging
ploys. Senator Warren Magnuson, the most alert
consumer watchdog in Congress, says that decep-
tive selling is today’s “‘most scrious form of
theft, accounting for more dollars lost cach
year than robbery, larceny, auto thefts, em-
bezzlement, and forgery combined.” Sidney
Margolius, the dean of American consumer writ-
ers, asserts that “Never in the 30 years I have
been reporting on consumer problems has the
public been as widcely and steadily exploited as
today.” And Ralph Nader, the nation’s most re-
nowned champion of consumer rights, states
that “Nowadays consumers are being manipu-
Jated and defrauded not just by marginal,tly-by-
night hucksters, but by America’s blue-chip busi-
ness firms.” In short, commercial flimflammery
is rife throughout the nation and the American
consumer is.being victimized as never before. As
a partial antidote to this widespread fraud
and deception, an intrepid, authoritative, new
publication has been launched. Its name is
Moneysworth.

Moneysworth, as its name implies. aims to
see that you get full value for the money you
spend. [t Tates competitive products as to best
buys (as among cameras, hi-fi’s. automobiles,
and the like); it offers tips on how to save mon-
ey (they will astound you with their ingenuity);
and it counsels you on the management of your
personal finances (telling not only how to gain
naximum return on your investments and sav-
jngs, but also how to protect your money
:ﬁainst the ravages of inflation). In short,

oneysworth is your own personal consumer
crusader, trusted stockbroker, and chancellor of
the exchequer—allin one.

Perhaps the best way to describe Moneys-

worth for you is to list the kinds of articies it
prints:

FEarn 129 on Your Savings (Fully Insured)

How to Buy A Car for $125 Over Dealer’s Cost
Tnaccurate Billing by the Phone Company

The Advantages nf a Swiss Banking Account
The New U.S.-Made Minicars: An Evaluation

14 Recession-Wracked Cities Where Real Estate
s Selling for a Pittance

“Consuming Fire’’— Moneysworth takes aim
at companies that are defrauding the public.

Unsafe at Any Height—A comparison of the
safety records of America’s airlines.

A Consumer’s Guide to Marijuana

Free Land and Free Money from Uncle Sam
Stocks that Are on the Rebound

Send Your Child to College Abroad

The Moneysworth Co-operative—Details of a
price-discount co-op (for purchasing typewriters,
cameras, and the like) that Moneysworth sub-
scribers automatically become members of.

How Much Are You Worth?—An amazingly sim-
ple chart gives you the answer in 60 s.conds.

High-Priced 1.emons— Mechanical failures on
brand-new Imperials,Continentals, and Cadillacs.

The Link Between Heart Attack and Coffee
The Economics of Being Black

Cashing In on ‘Canada’s New “Floating” Dollar
Cyclamates: Did America Overreact?

How to Buy Art Without Getting Framed

Critics’ Consensus—A regular feature of Moneys-
worth in which the opinions of leading book,
record, and film ¢ritics are tabulated.

JaNvary, 1971

Providing Your Teenager with Contraception
“Unit-Pricing”—The most revolutionary develop-
ment in food stores since trading stamps.

The Eficet of Air Pollution on Potency

The Great Odometer Gyp—How rent-a-car com-

panies take the American public for a $10-mil-
lion-a-year ride.

“No Load” Mutual Funds—A list of 45 funds
that return the equivalent of an 8% profit at the
very moment of investment.

12 Ways to Put the Touch on Friends—And 12
ways to demur.
How to Buy Medical Insurance Without Trauma

The Encouragement of Reckless Driving by GM,
Chrysler, and Ford—Verbatim quotes from their
souped-up ads in het-rod magazines.

Taking Stock of Your Stockbroker—Nine ways to
probe his probity.

Legal Ways to Beat Sales Taxes

Co-ops and Condominiums Explained

“The Safest Car of 19_” —A new serics of an-
nual awards by the editors of Moneysworth.

How to Break a Lease

Land Investment in Australia—At $1.20 an acre,
land down under rates high among speculators.
How to Sue Without a Lawyer

The Impending Ban on Leaded Gasoline—How
it should atfect your next car purchase.

A Guide to l.egal Abortion—Including the costs
in difterent states.

And Now, Microwave Pollution—An cxposé of
the damage wrought to humans by radar, elec-
tronic ovens, and TV transmission.

Social Security’s Special Rules for Women

How Metrecal Hurts Your Diet

Life Tnsurance: A Legalized Swindle--A Hartford
actuary tells why he belicves that “more than

90% of Ameiican policies are sold through mis-
representation, deceit, and fraud.”

Teaching Your Child the Value of Money—With-
out having him overvalue it.
How to Hundle Computerized Dunning Letters

Taxproof Money—A collection of highly creative,
little-known, perfectly legal gimmicks.

How to Distinguish Health from Hokum at the
Health-Food Store

Blindness Caused by Contact Lenses

Don’t Buy U.S. Savings Bonds—Why they make
a terrible investment, how they undermine sound
povernment fiscal planming, and why one leading
investnient counselior says, “They are palmed off
mostly on rubes and financial boobs,”

G.E.’s New Synthetic Diamonds: Will They Ruin
the Value of Real Diamonds?

The Truth about Cut-Rate Gasolines

“No-Fault” Insurance Clarified

Checking Up on Your Social Security Account
That's the Spirit—-Big bargains in booze, beer,
and brandy.

Stop Chewing the Fat—How to rcad the new
labels on frankfurters.

Free Checks—A list of 200 banks that allow un-
himited writing of personal checks.

Bootleg Birth-Control Pills

When in Doubt, Deduct—The ten most common
forms of income-tax overpayment.

$99 Fares to Europe
l n sum, Moneysworth is a hip, trustworthy

financial mentor. It reflects the quint-
essence of consumer: sophistication.

In format, Moneysworth is a newsletter. It is
designed for instantaneous communication and
easy reference when you're shopping. It is pub-
lished forrnightly. This ensures you that the in-
formation in Moneysworth will always be up-
to-the-minute. Product ratings will appear pre-
cisely when you need them most (automobiles
and sailboats will be rated in the spring, for

example, and Christmas gifts and ski equip-
ment in the fall)

In style, Moneysworth is concise, pragmat-
ic, and above all, useful. [t is also completely
forthright. Moneysworth does not hesitate to
name brand names (whether to laud or lam-
baste them), to identify big corporations when
they gouge the public, and to quote the actu-
al prices and discounts that you are entitled to
and should be getting. Moneysworth can af-
ford to be this candid because it carries no ad-
vertising whatsoever: it is beholden ro no one
but its readers.

The editors of Moneysworth are a team of
hard-nosed, experienced journalists. The editor-
in-chief is Ralph Ginzburg, creator of the flam-
boyant magazines Fact, Lros, and Avant-Garde.
Mr. Ginzburg was the first editor to provide a
platform for Ralph Nader to ¢xpress himself on
the subject of automobile safety. Moneysworth’s
publisher is Frank R. Brady, gencrally regarded
as one of the publishing industry’s shrewdest
financiers. Herb Lubalin, the world’s foremost
graphic designer, is Moneysworth’s art director.
Together, these men will produce the first—
and only—consumer mugazine with charisma.

Moneysworth is available by subscription
only. Its price is $10 a vear. However, right
now you may order a special introductory
Charter Subscription for ONLY $S§' This is
HALF PRICE!!

Moreover, we are so confident thut Moneys-
worth will prove indispensable to you that we
are prepared to make what is probably the most
generous subscription offer in publishing his-
tory: We will absolutely and unconditionally
guarantee that Moneysworth will increase the
purchasing power of your income by at least
15%—or we’ll refund your money IN FULL,
In other words, if younow earn $10,000 a year,
we'll guarantee that Moneysworth will increase
the value of your income by af least $1,500—or
you get your money back. As you can see, a
subscription to Moneysworth is an absolutely
foolproof investment,

To enter your subscription, simply fill out
the coupon below and mail it with $5 to:
Moneysworth, 110 W, 40th St., New York,
New York 10018,

We urge you to act at once. Stop being
robbed and start getting your Moneysworth.

N.Y., N.Y.10018
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\l"

I enclose $5 for a one-yeur subscription
to Moneysworth, the authoritative new
consumer newsletter. I understand that |
am paying onty HALF PRICE! Moreover,
Moneysworth guarantees that it wiil in-
crease the purchasing power of my in-
come by at least 15% or I will get my
money back IN FULL.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE zip
©MONEYSAORTH 1970. T M.REG. PEND. MSEL1
L T ) ) ) D) S O P
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Knight-Kit KG-393 Rhythm Console

as adding the sound of cymbals in varying
amounts to all rhythms except the rhumba,
mambo and cha-cha.

Knight-Kit’s new modular concept makes
for casy assembly of this all solid state kit.
Most components are mounted and soldered
to printed circuit boards and critical circuits
are factory wired and tested. Step-by-step
assembly instructions for the interwiring of
these sub-assemblies are supplied.

Knight-Kit Deluxe Rhythm Console, mo-
del KG-393, complete with a 10 foot cable
for connecting to your amplifier sells for
just $99.95.

All Knight-Kit products are available
exclusively through Allied Radio Shack
Stores or by mail to Allied Radio Shack,
100 N. Western Avenue, Chicago, lllinois
60680.

How to Reach Those Hard to get at Places
A new, highly versatile 14 piece, Y4-in.
drive, socket wrench set has just been put

Xcelite 1001 Socket Wrench Set

on the market by Xcelite Incorporated,
that contains components capable of being
combined in seven different ways for driv-
ing both hex and square fasteners. It's pos-
sible to assemble the various units to have
a reach from as short a range of 1%2-in. to
9V4 -in.

In addition, a precision made, reversible
ratcheting handle, with a short swing for
close quarters, is included in the set of
wrenches. Ratchet mechanism is fully en-
closed to prevent dirt and grit from getting
into and damaging it.

An unusual 5% -in. spinner/extention has
a drive socket inserted in the end of the
plastic handle that adapts it for use, not
only as a regular nut driver, but as a ratchet
extension. The conventional 2-in. extension
included in the kit fits either end of the
spinner/extension or the ratchet.

The Xcelite No.-1001 set, packaged in
an attractive green snap-lock case, molded
of high impact plastic, contains nine hex
sockets ranging from %e-in. through Y2-in.,
and in addition, two dual purpose sockets
with openings of Y4-in. and %s-in., that fit
both hex and square nuts, bolts and drain
pipe plugs, in addition to the ratchet and
extensions.

All are hot forged from A.IS.I. alloy
steel. This wrench set is made in U.S.A. and
is available nationwide through local dis-
tributors and dealers. For further informa-
tion write: Xcelite Incorporated, Orchard
Park, N.Y. 14127.

Conquer Those Fascinating VHF-FM Bands

A unique new high band VHF-FM moni-
tor receiver recently announced by Fanon
Electronics, provides automatic scanning
of 8 crystal controlled channels for recep-
tion of police, fire, business and weather
reports.

Fanon Model APO-75 Monitor receiver
covers the 150MHz VHF high vand with 8
crystal controlled frequencies for on fre-
quency monitoring. A scanning system
automatically monitors all 8 channels se-
quentially within one second by electronic
switching. A priority feature enables con-
stant monitoring of a desired frequency even
when listening to other frequencies.

Its possible to set the receiver to by-pass
a sclected frequency, such as weather, that

SCIENCE AND ELECTRONICS
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Fanon APO-75 VHF-FM Monitor

usually is a continuous carrier that would
cause the scanner to lock on that fre-
quency. The auto-manual scan switch, n
conjunction with the channel selector switch,
permits manual sclection of any of the 8
channcls.

The APO-75 features solid state design
and employs integrated circuits for con-
sistant superior performance and extra long
scrvice life. Tt comes complete with mount-
ing bracket, AC and DC power cables and
has a built-in 117VAC power supply, and
sclls for $149.95.

For further information. contact Fanon
Electronics, 100 Hofttman Place, Hillside.
New Jersey 07205.

Leave the Room but Carry the Sound!

A new device. the Wireless Speaker Adapter
(WSA), enables you to listen to TV, tape re-
corder, stereo, CB, 2-wayv radio. hi-fi, anywhere
within 100 feet on any regular or portable AM
radio. With its automatic volume control vou
can usc WSA for monitoring CB or amateur
radio. The housewife can check the roast and
keep up with the story line of a TV soap opera.

$ A

L]
4 s

»
&>
Tompains Rodio Provucie

-

Herbert Salch Wireless Speaker Adapter
You hi-fi buffs can listen 10 your records while
in another room without blasting everybody
else out of the house. Only connections needed
for WSA are two wires that clip to the equip-
ment speaker, spcaker terminals, or earphone

(Continued on page 16)
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A Complete Course in

ELECTRONIC

COMPUTERS
for only $2.95!

You get all the basics you need — at your own
pace — whether you're entering the exciting
computer field or your work is affected by
computers. This giant book has all the latest,
step-by-step learning aids; nearly 200 dia-
grams and circuits; full data on digital and
analog computers — covering math back-
ground, servomechanisms, digital computer
logic, programming, control and communica-
tion. PLUS handy glossary, self-review tests,
summaries. All at a fraction more than a
penny a page!

A Complete Course in

ELECTRONICS

for only $1.95!

From fundamental electronic principles and
devices right through their application in op-
erating circuits, this famous, bestselling book
covers everything — with major sections on
electron tubes and transistors, amplifiers, os-
cillators, radio, TV, radar and electronic navi-
gation, high fidelity, detection systems. With
227 diagrams and circuits — 191 big pages.

W)

et - I

r_ =~ UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED!= — =—9
Elementary Electronics Book Club
Dept. DE-15
229 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10003
Please send me [] ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS @ $2.95
[J ELECTRONICS MADE SIMPLE @ $1.95
i'm enclosing my check or moner order for the price of
each book ordered, plus a 15¢ shipping charge. If 1 wish,
1 v‘nayd return the book(s) within two weeks for a prompt
refund.

NAME

ADDRESS.

CITy STATE ratd -
Offer available in U.S. only.

e e e e e —— e —
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jack. The sound is broadcast through the air to
the receiving radio, which is now used as an ex-
tension speaker. Price of the Wireless Speaker
Adapter is $19.95 complete with 9-volt battery.
There’s an optional power supply for $3.95.
WSA measures 4 x 3 x 12 in. and comes in
two models: model 65 output tunes from 640-
660 kHz, model 76 from 750-770 kHz. For
more dope write Herbert Salch & Co., Market-
ing Div. of Tompkins Radio Products, Woods-
boro TX 78393.

Now Rejuvenate Color CRT’'S

The B&K model 466 CRT Tester/ Re-
juvenator just introduced for color picture
tubes, including new color tubes such as
Trinitrons, as well as for B&W picture
tubes, tests for opens, shorts or leakage be-
tween elements. It also rejuvenates guns
and repairs shorted or leaky tubes, all with-
out having to remove the CRT from the
set.

B&K 466 CRT Tester/Rejuvenator

The model 466, manufactured by B&K,
pioneers in the design of tester/rejuvena-
tors, contains a number of unique features.
For one, its exclusive monitored reju-
venation permits the reading of relative
cathode emission improvement directly.
This provides accurate rejuvenation for
maximum CRT life in addition to saving
time. Separate G-2 voltage range to check
color guns to cut-off at recommended volt-
age setting, greatly speeds up tracking tests.
Scparate gun emission checking for fast
color gun evaluation, reserve power-reju-
venation for restoring low emission CRT’S
and super-rejuvenation are features that
permit rejuvenation of many otherwise
worthless tubes. Multi-socket adaptors in-
cluded permits testing of new CRT’S such
as Trinitrons and the GE 11-in. tubes.

Other important features are: at no time

are any CRT elements allowed to float
free, CRT’S are tested in all modes in ac-
cord with CRT manufacturer’s recom-
mended procedures, CRT elements are con-
nected to test points with all others shorted
to ground to provide greater accuracy and
eliminate CRT damage. Heater G-1 and
G-2 voltages are continuously variable and
metered, thus there is no obsolescence of
the instrument because of new CRT’S that
require new heater voltage. Heater volt-
ages are metered at the tube pins. This as-
sures setting correct heater voltages regard-
less of heater load or line voltage varia-
tions, and G-l voltage can be set with
precise accuracy under all conditions.
Model 466 is computer styled for ease
of operation, is housed in a light weight
case, weighs only 8 pounds and sells for
$129.95. For further information contact:
DYNASCAN CORPORATION, 1801 W.
Belle Plainec Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60631.

Get “Lit-Up’’ Without a Hangover

Edmund Scientific has brought the fixings for
a psychedelic light party down to within the
means of .teen-agers. Their 3-color mechanical
strobe (catalog No. 71.271) is priced at an
eensy-weensy $28.50. A red, green, and blue
color wheel, rotating in front of a 100-watt,
120-V reflector floodlamp, shoots out chromatic
blasts of light every six seconds. Everything
within a 500-sq-ft. area comes alive with color.
Mechanical Strobe No. 71,271, which is con-
vection-cooled through grilled vents, comes in
a walnut cabinet, 9 x 10 x 6% -in. with brass
carrying handles, and has an in-line on/off plus
5% ft of 110-VAC cord. By mail order only,

Mechanical Strobe

Edmund Scientific

$28.50 postpaid, or write for more information
to Edmund Scientific Co., 380 Edscorp Bldg.,
Barrington NJ 08007.

SciENCE AND ELECTRONICS
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Fresh Help for the Home Brewer vinyl-clad  steel cabinets, called Flexi-Cab,
EICO has acquired a line of build-it-yourself ~ Which should take a lot of the sweat out of
45 - PUTSSESTOME the electionics hobbyist’s life. They recom-
mend~Flexi-Cab as a natural complement to

P the EICOCRAFT line of 39 build-it-yourself
FLEX[ G'{,\B v solid-state electronic science project kits. The

ek et > . .

w0 £ do-it-oneself custom cabinets arc¢ available in
[ ety a a o

., three sizes and the prices range from $32.49 to

py . ; $4.69. For additional information write to
AAST. EASY, PUSH.-TOGETHER. STAV-TOGETHER ASSEMBLY.  Eico, 283 Malta St., Brooklyn NY 11207,

Hi-Lo Out There!

Courter Communications has a new hi-lo
band FM-VHF monitor, model COP-50HL,
with which you can listen to police. fire, and
weather reports. You can use it at- home on its
built-in 117-VAC power supply, or operate i
in your car from a 12-VDC battery. COP-50HL
has six high band frequencies (150 1o 175
MHz) and six low band frequencies (25 to 30
MHz). The monitor features crystal control on
all channels (crystals not included), 1C design,
RF peaking control, adjustable squelch, and a
tone control switch. In a rugged cabinet. COP-
SOHL mecasure 8 3.8 x 7/2 x 2% in. and is
priced at $139.95. For additional information
write to Courier Communications. 100 Hoff-
man PL., Hillside NJ 07205.

EICO Flexi-Cab Custom Cabinets

~

: f,‘%ﬁ*‘\\ %
Learn more &
about electronics this easy way /i3
by mailing the coupon below

EVERY ISSUE of ELEMENTARY ELECTRONICS brings
you easy-to-follow aids for better understanding of theory and
applications of electricity and electronics...in word and picture
with diagrams that are easy to follow... a source of up-to-the-
minute information for everyone interested in electronics who
wants to increase his knowledge...followed every issue by
thousands of CBers, Hams, SWLs, Experimenters.
dee MAIL THE COUPON below today and you can save
,‘ up to $3.50 over the cost of buying copies on the
p newsstand...and be sure you don’t miss a single
Jv o information-packed issue... because the mailman will
bring your copy to your door just as soon as each
$3 L4 issue is off the press.

I-Elementary Electronics, 229 Park Ave. South, New York, N. Y. 10003

1.don’t want to miss a single Issue. Enter my subscription for:

Dept. 314
4 [ 3 years—18 issues—$10.00
i SAVING ME $3.50 over the
newsstand price
e R
.00 over the
newsstand price STREET ADDRESS
= [ 1 year—6 jssues —$4.00
]~ sAVING ME 50¢ over the CITY
l newsstand price
[ 1 enclose $ STATE ZiF CODE
i [ Please bilt me Outside U.S. and Canada: Add $1.00 per year ..{%,,%’
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BY BOOKWORM

TWO new editions of electrical wiring texts
have been released by McGraw-Hill Book Com-
pany. Both books are intended for electricians
and future electricians; albeit, both texts are
for you if you are a home owner who dabs in
electrical home maintenance and modification.
Admittedly, local codes and laws prohibit do-
it-yourself electrical work as they prohibit tak-
ing of pot, but like the Volstead Act, these rules
cannot be enforced. Therefore, why not become
informed of the code requirements and good
electrical practice if you plan to work at home!
After all, an informed novice will do a better
job, and he may not undertake some jobs when
he realizes the dangerous excesses he is under-
taking.

Practical  Electrical ~ Wiring—Residential,
Farm and Industrial, eighth edition, by H.P.
Richter is beyond any doubt, the foremost in-
structional manual on all types of electrical

RS A T RN

rica
ring
A

664 pages
Hard cover
$12.50
wiring jobs for the man who does the work.
Whether it’s a question on the size or type of
wire needed for any application, whether it’s
a matter of how to properly ground an installa-
tion . . . yowll find the answer in this text. The
important word is ‘“how”! Practical Electrical
Wiring is the guide you'll need to work with in
your home.

694 pages
Hard cover
$12.75

The other text is NFPA Handbook of the
National Electrical Code, second edition, by
Frank Stetka and sponsored by the National
Fire Protection Association. In this handbook
you will find clear and simple coverage of the
latest National Electrical Code rules. It will
help you make your wiring installation safe by
ensuring that your work is comparable to an
electrician’s. Hundreds of diagrams and photo-
graphs and tables help you grasp every essen-
tial . . . even the rules are further explained
in difficult cases.

Both books are published by McGraw-Hill
Book Company, 330 West 42nd Street, New
York, N. Y. 10036.

Electronic Brains. Fundamentals of Digital Com-
puters by Donald D. Spencer is an excellent
“primer” or introductory text to the general
field of electronic computing and will enable

i 1 shog

i 256 pages
Soft cover

U $5.50
anyone, from any occupational field, to acquire
a good, basic understanding of what computers
do and how they do it. It begins with a discus-
sion of various computer applications and takes
a look at the history and evolution of com-
puters. Subjects such as the functional organi-
zation of a computer, the individual components
of a computer system, data preparations, stor-
age devices, input and output peripheral devices,
conversion units, computer languages, and the
central processor are all discussed in detail.
Published by Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc.,
4300 West 62nd Street, Indianapolis, Indiana
46268.

Music Lovers Only! A brand-new manual will
help you become an expert serviceman on one
of today’s most exciting, increasingly-popular,
home-entertainment  devices—the electronic
organ. This text tells how the various electronic

(Continued on page 103)
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- SERVICING
_ ELECTRONIC
ORGANS

¢ B 8. s & Buit b o

Sl - 160 pages
@D 2222250 Soft cover
! + $7.95
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by MARSHALL LINCOLN

What's Ahead For Ham Radio?

WE call ham radio a hobby now. But
when it began, it actually was a part of the
beginning of all commercial electronics.
That’s because everyone was new at the
game—radio was a startling new develop-
ment that no one fully understood. So,
everyone in the business was an experi-
menter—and, in essence, an “amateur.”

What did those early day hams do? For
one thing, they bridged the Atlantic with
radio on frequencies that know-it-all govern-
ment officials said would never get out of
their back yard. They also operated TV
stations and radio-controlled model airplanes
in the “primitive” days of the 1930s! They
cagerly sought contacts with hard-to-work
foreign stations on new uncharted wave-
lengths. In so doing, they helped develop
the theories and measurements of ionospheric
propagation that we all take for granted
today.

In more recent times, hams pioneered in
use of single sideband techniques, which
ultimately were adopted by the Air Force
and NASA for world-wide communications
nets. They sent radio facsimile pictures to
the South Pole, and they handled thousands
of emergency messages during every major
flood and earthquake and fire and explosion
that occurred in this country and in many
foreign countries. They've made hundreds
of additional exciting and worthwhile con-
tributions to society and technology.

What Were They Like? What type of per-
son did it take build a TV station back in
the days when ordinary radio broadcasting
was still in its infancy? What kind of person
is needed to pioneer a better way to transmit
the human voice than on so-called “ancient
modulation?’ What kind of person does it
take to stay at his mike and key around the
clock talking to strangers he'll never meet,

JaNUARY, 1971

just because they need help? What Kind of
person would dare to even think that a
group of guys working in their basement
workshops could build a communications
satellite?

The kind of guys and gals who did these
things are the kind of persons who make up
the backbone of ham radio. These are people
who enjoy a technical challenge and are
proud of their accumulated ability to solve
problems and create new ideas in ¢lectronics
and communications.

Hams typically have been the pioneers in
home electronics systems of all types: hi-fis,
intercoms, TVs, remote controls, and
alarms. You name it, and chances are a
ham has been active in its initial develop-
ment. This is because many persons who
become interested in ham radio later trans-
fer their ham knowledge to other fields of
electronics.

For this reason, it’s very sad to see com-
mercial interests losing their appreciation of
the value of ham radio. The ham is no
longer thought of as an innovator—and as
a fellow who’s learning new things about all
fields of clectronics. Now, the ham is being
looked upon as merely a guy who “plays
with radio.”

Opportunity Is Endless. In truth, though,
ham radio provides an opportunity for tech-
nical training and experience that’s available
in no other way. Much of this can be put
to use by the individual ham in his job or
in providing a service for his community and
his country. Despite flamboyant claims you
may hear, there’s no other radio service that
can do this fully.

To deserve the fine reputation which we
have had for many years, it's necessary for
us to show a responsible attitude in our
hamming. Ham radio does not exist merely

21
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Plastic box of type supplied with
some electronic components

can become useful storage bin
for amateur crystals. Simply

cut piece of Y-in. plywood to fit
inside box and drill pairs of
holes spaced to match pins on
crystals. With plywood in box,
crystals can be plugged in (more
or less) and arranged so chang-
ing frequencies is easy as 123.

to provide a place for rag chewing, as some
“modern style” hams scem to think. Instead,
rag chewing is one of the privileges we
enjoy as a fringe benefit.

Ham radio does not exist to provide a
medium for contests, as some wallpaper
collectors seem to think. Instead, contests
are another of the fun games we're allowed
to play because their real intent is to sharpen
our abilities as radio operators.

Ham radio does not exist merely as a
form of recreation, as some of the cry babies
among us seem to think. The real recreation
we receive is part of our inheritance, and it
goes along with the acquiring by us of the
ability to understand and operate radio
transmitting and receiving equipment.

Anyone can push a button and yak into a

mike . . . and if he’s lucky, he may get a
simple thought conveyed to someone a few
miles away. We have millions of policemen
and cab drivers and utility repairmen and
delivery boys who do it every day.

This sort of thing can be handled by
literally anyone. with no training, no tech-
nical knowledge, no license requirements,
and generally no sense of discipline in how
to use a radio.

But from hams, more is expected. It's
intended that hams should have skills and
attitudes which place them far above this
level. To keep us on our toes, each of us
needs to remember our own personal set of
Ten Commandments. For hams, these com-
prise the Amateur’s Code, which is just as

(Continued on page 104)

The Amateur is Gentlemanly . . . He never
knowingly uses the air for his own amusement
in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of
others. He abides by the pledges given by the
ARRL in his behalf to the public and the
Government.

The Amateur is Loyal . . . He owes his
amateur radio to the American Radio Relay
League, and he offers it his unswerving loyalty.

The Amateur is Progressive . . . He keeps
his station abreast of science. It is built well
and efficiently. His operating practice is clean
and regular.

THE AMATEUR’S CODE

The Amateur is Friendly . . . Slow and
patient sending when requested, friendly ad-
vice and counsel to the beginner, kindly
assistance and cooperation for the broadcast
listener; these are marks of the amateur spirit.

The Amatuer is Balanced . . . Radio is his
hobby. He never allows it to interfere with
any of the duties he owes to his home, his job,
his school, or his community.

The Amateur is Patriotic . . . His knowledge
and his station are always ready for the
service of his country and his community.

Science anp ELEcTRONICS
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1. Allied Radio Shack wants to in-
troduce you to the colorful world of
electronics. Discover great buys
from wide selections. Get the de-
tails from Allied today!

2. It's just off the press—Lafay-
ette’s all-new 1971 illustrated cata-
log packed with CB gear, hi-fi
components, test equipment, tools,
ham rigs—get your free copy!

3. Get all the facts on Progressive
Edu-Kits Home Radio Course. Build
20 radios and electronic circuits;
parts, tools and instructions in-
cluded.

4. Olson’s catalog is a multi-col-
ored newspaper that's packed with
more bargains than a phone book
has names.

5. Edmund Scientific’s new catalog
contains over 4000 products that
embrace many interests and fields.

6. Bargains galore, that’'s what's in
store! Poly.-Paks Co. will send you
their latest 8-page flyer.

7. Custom Alarms reveals how in-
expensive professional alarms can
really be. Install one yourself. Cir-
cle 7 for exclusive catalog.

8. Get it now! John Meshna, Jr.'s
new 96-page catalog is jam packed
with surplus buys.

9. Troubleshooting without test
gear? Get with it—let Accurate In-
strument clue you in on some great
buys for your test bench.

10. Burstein-Applebee offers a new
giant catalog containing 100s of big
pages crammed with savings.

11. Now available from ED! (Elec-
tronic Dlstnbutors, Inc.): a catalog
containing hundreds of electronic
items.

12. C. B. Hanson's new Automatic
Control records both sides of a tele-
phone call automatically.

13. You can pick the right tool for
easy, speedy driving of Bristol and
Allen Hex socket screws from
Xcelite's compact, interchangeable
blade sets. Get the poop today!

14. Before you build from scratch,
check the Fair Radio Sales latest
catalog for surplus gear.

15. Here's a free 20-page booklet
that tells you how to improve your
TV pic and a do-it-yourself approach
to installing a Master Antenna TV
(MATV) system. Mosley Electronics
will wing it your way.

16. RCA Experimenter’'s Kits for
hobbyists, hams, technicians and
students are the answer for suc-
cessful and enjoyable projects.

17. Get your copy of E. F. John-
son’s new booklet. ''Can Johnson
2.way Radio Help Me?”

18. Heath's new 1971 full-color
catalog is a shopper's dream. Its
116 pages are chuck full of gadgets
and goodies everyone would want
to own. You just got to see their
new color TV set!

19. Get two free books—''How to
Get a Commercial FCC License”
and “"How to Succeed in Electron-
ics"'—from Cleveland Institute of
Electronics.

20. National Schoois will help you
learn all about color TV as you as-
semble their 25-in. color TV kit.

21. Bone up on CB with the latest
Sams books. Titles range from
“ABC's of CB Radio’” to '"99 Ways
to Improve your CB Radio.”

22. You can become an electrical
engineer only if you take the first
step. Let ICS send you their free
illustrated catalog describing 17
special programs.

23. For success in communica-
tions, broadcasting and electronics,
get First Class FCC license. Grant-
ham School of Efectronics will show
you how.

24. CB antenna catalog by An-
tenna Specialists makes the pickin
easy. Get your copy today!

25. Kit builder? Like wired prod-
ucts? EICO’s 1971 catalog takes
care of both breeds of buyers at
prices you will like.

26. No electronics bargain hunter
should be caugsht without the 1971
copy of Radio hack’'s catalog.

27. H. H. Scott has a parcel of
pamphlets describing their entire
1971 line of quality hi-fi products.
They have Scottkits, too!

28. CBers, Hams, SWlLs——get your
copy of World’s Radio Lab’s 1971
catalog. Circle 28 now!

29. Hy-Gain's new CB antenna cata-
log is packed full of useful informa-
tion. Get a copy.

30. You can get increased CB
range and clarity using B&K’s hot
*Cobra’’ transceivers.

31. Want a deluxe CB base sta-
tion? Then get the specs on Tram's
super CB rigs.

32. Get the scoop on Versa-
Tronics’ Versa-Tenna with instant
magnetic mounting.

33. Prepare for tomorrow by
studying at home with Technical
Training International. Get the facts
on how to step up in your job.

34. Pep-up your CB rig's perform-
ance with Turner's M+2 mobile
microphone.

35. Take a gander at Corneil Elec-
tronics’ latest catalog. It's packed
with bargains like 6W4, 12AX7, 5U4,
etc., tubes for only 33¢.

-------------'
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Science & Mechanics—

the only magazine
7 ‘ that keeps you right

¢ up to date on de-

velopments in
space technology,
weapons, auto-
mobiles, medicine,
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1+1=GREAT!

a message from the Editor

- SCIENCE AND ELECTRONICS will cease
| publication in its present form with this is-

sue. Beginning with the first 1971 issue,
S/E will be an integral part of ELEMEN-
TARY ELECTRONICS.

In this last issue of 1970, we saw fit to re-
print the finest and most successful con-
struction projects ever published in SCI-
ENCE AND ELECTRONICS. This selection
is based on our reader response through
the years. Unfortunately, several very hot
projects could not be published in this issue
because parts for these projects are no
longer available. However, a few selected
projects are being redesigned and pepped
up for publication at a later date in ELE-
MENTARY ELECTRONICS.

Subscribers to SCIENCE AND ELECTRON-
ICS will automatically be offered the oppor-
tunity of completing their subscriptions
with issues of our sister publication, ELE-
MENTARY ELECTRONICS. Subscribers to
both magazines will be offered the opportu-
nity of having their subscriptions to ELE-
MENTARY ELECTRONICS extended by the
time remaining on their SCIENCE AND
ELECTRONICS subscriptions.

Much of the best of SCIENCE AND ELEC-
TRONICS will be made part of the new,
expanded ELEMENTARY ELECTRONICS. We
urge you to join one of hobby electronics’
biggest readerships by joining us in ELE-
MENTARY ELECTRONICS.

WHITE'S RADIO LOG, long an integral part
of SCIENCE AND ELECTRONICS, will now
appear in its entirety in a brand-new publi-
cation, COMMUNICATIONS WORLD. Pub-
lished semi-annually, COMMUNICATIONS
WORLD will be on your newsstand in Janu-
ary and September. Significantly, White's
Radio Log will form but a part of the all-
new COMMUNICATIONS WORLD.

Look for us. We'll be waiting for you. Come
in and call for

ELEMENTARY ELECTRONICS
COMMUNICATIONS WORLD

Science AND ELECTRONICS
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Great first receiver for the beginner

or reliable standby for the old pro,

it tunes 600 kHz to 38 MHz in four bands
using one triple-triode tube and plug-in coils!

NOVICE'S
ONE-TUBE
MULTIBANDER

By David Jay Green, WGFFK

8 What the newcomer to radio needs is a good, sensi-
tive, selective little receiver to get started with. Whether
he be SWL or ham, the one additional requirement usu-
ally is that the receiver be inexpensive. To buy a com-
mercial unit that’ll fill the bill on all counts is easier
said than done. But to get such a receiver, there is an
easy way that’ll pay an extra dividend as well. The solu-
tion is to build Multibander.

First off, the noviee will get a rig that’ll put him in the
swing of things. And second, he’ll get good experience
in circuit construction and receiver techniques.

Our Multibander features an RF stage for excellent
sensitivity—in conjunction with a good antenna and
ground it’ll pick up just about everything worth hear-
ing. The isolated grid-leak detector has regeneration
and gives good selectivity for separating crowded signals.
And, a stage of audio gives enough gain for more than
adequate headset volume.

The frosting on the Multibander cake is the fact that
it uses simple straightforward circuitry. And, a single
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Schematic of Multibander shows three-stage
circuit using grounded-grid RF amplifier, re-
generative detector, and an audio amplifier,
Diagram at right gives L2 connections.

'1

~—————— 10 PIN 12

PARTS LIST FOR NOVICE'S ONE-TUBE MULTIBANDER

C1—560-pF capacitor

C2—47-pF capacitor

C3—-.001-uvf capacitor

C4, C7—100-pF capacitor

C5-—365-uF variable capacitor
32H1103 or equiv.)

C6—8.7-pF variable capacitor (Allied 43D3759
or equiv.)

€8, €10, €13, C14, C15, C16—.005-uF capac~
itor

€9, C11—.01-uF capacitor

C12A, B, C—20-, 30-, 50-uF 150-VDC electro-
lytic capacitor (Lafayette 34H7545 or equiv.)

D1, D2—750-mA, 750-PIV silicon rectifier
(Lafayette 19H5002 or equiv.)

F1—1,-A fuse and holder

J¥—Phono jack

J2—Phone jack

L1~—2.5-mH RF choke (Lafayette 34H8792 or
equiv.)

(Lafayette

L2A—Tapped oscillator coil (J. W. Miller
A5496C or equiv.)

L2B—Tapped oscillator coil {J. W. Miller
C5496C or equiv.)

L2C—Tapped oscillator - coil (J. W. Miller

C5496C or equiv.)

L b

L2D—Tapped oscillator coil (J. W. Miller
D5496C or equiv.)

R1—470-0hm, V,-watt resistor

R2—1,800,000-0hm, V;-watt resistor

R3—120,000-0hm, V;-watt resistor

R4-—1,000,000-chm potentiometer, avdio taper

R5—1500-0hm, Y,-watt resistor

R6—100,000-0hm, ', -watt resistor

R7—100,000-0hm potentiometer, linsar taper

R8—10,000-0hm, V;-watt resistor

R9—1000-0hm, 14-watt resistor

S$1—S.p.s.t. switch on R4

T1—Power transformer; 117-VAC pri.; 250-
VAC, 25-mA and 6.3-VAC, 1-A sec. (Stancor
PS8419 or equiv.)

V1—6D10 compactron tube

1~—12-pin socket for 6D10

1—Octal socket for plug-in colils

4~—0Octal tube bases

{~—27-in dia. vernier dial
99H6029 or equiv.)

1—7 x 7 x 2-in. metal chassis (Lafayette
12H8203 or equiv.)

1—8 x 6-in. aluminum sheet for front panel

Misc—Terminal strips, line cord, knobs, wire,
solder, etc.

(Lafayette
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three-stage compactron and plug-in coils
make it easy and inexpensive to build.

Circuit Operation. Radio signals are
coupled through C1 to the grounded-grid RF
amplifier section of VI1A. This serves two
purposes: to.get amplification of the signal
and to isolate the detector stage from the
antenna. Reason is that by isolating the de-
tector, the tuned circuit isn’t loaded down,
has a higher Q, and is therefore more sensi-
tive and selective. Also, the isolated detector
regenerates more smoothly over a wider
range.

The amplified signals from the RF stage are
then fed to the tuned circuit of the plug-in
coil (L2), the main tuning capacitor (C5),
and the bandspread capacitor (C6). The
grid bias for the detector stage of V1 is de-
veloped by the grid-leak composed of R2
and C4.

Regenerative feedback is provided by con-
necting the cathode of V1B to the tap of L2,
and is controlled by varying the voltage to
the detector by means of regen control R7.

The detected signals are coupled by C9 to
the volume control (R4) and fed to the grid
of the audio stage VIC. Amplified audio is
then passed to the phone jack by C11.

Construction. The front panel is a

6 x 8-in. piece of sheet aluminum mounted
on the chassis with two sheet metal screws.
When the front panel is mounted, drill pilot
holes for the volume control, the regen con-
trol, and the bandspread capacitor. Remove

JANUARY, 1971

the front panel, and then enlarge the pilot
holes to accommodate the controls. The main
tuning capacitor is mounted with 3&-in.
aluminum spacers and must be mounted
close enough to the front panel to couple to
the vernier dial.

Follow the layout shown in the photos for
mounting the various components. Actual
parts placement isn’t critical and can be re-
arranged to suit—just remember to follow
good RF practices and keep leads short.

The triple-section electrolytic is mounted
on one of the transformer mounting screws,
as is a 6-post terminal strip. This terminal
strip is used to mount the small components
of the power supply. The fuse holder for F1
can be mounted on the remaining transfor-
mer screw.

The two shielded leads going to the volume
and regen controls are made by slipping
hookup wire into a piece of braided shield-
ing. The connection to the main tuning ca-
pacitor is made with insulated buss wire
through a small chassis hole.

Wire the receiver from the schematic,
keeping leads short. Careful placement of
components around the tube socket is neces-
sary to avoid a rat’s nest of wires. Follow the
component placement shown in the photos,
and you won’t have any trouble.

The four plug-in coils are made by wiring
the oscillator coils (L2A, B, C, D) inside the
tube bases, as shown. The leads should be

(Continued on page 106)

Following suggested layout, there
is plenty of room for parts,
simplifying construction.

Since majority of circuit
components are attached to
compactron socket, care must

be taken here to avoid a

rat’s nest of wire and

components. Top side of finished
Multibander is shown above,
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& Here’s a one-tube receiver project that has
been designed especially for eavesdropping
on the Navy’s super-powered CW stations
that operate in the vicinity of 20 kHz(kc).
Whether you're interested in high-speed code
practice with S-letter cipher groups, want
to copy the latest news flashes in plain Eng-
lish, or merely want to set your watch by
good ol’ Naval Observatory time signals, it
will pay you to have a receiver that tunes to
the fantastically-long wavelengths in the
neighborhood of 15,000 meters.

Just think of it, a half wave antenna for
this range is almost 5-miles long! Of course
you won’t need one that long to pick up
signals satisfactorily. In Michigan, where
the author lives, a hundred feet of wire and

Bottom Scraper was

built on chassis without
panel or cabinet. If

you want a more impressive
receiver, unit can be
housed in a small
sloping-front enclosure.

~ build our
- 1-TUBE

BOTTOM
SGRAPER

a good ground provide excellent reception,
day or night. of NAA in Maine; NSS, Mary-
land; and NPG on the west coast. As a
matter of fact, that’s why Uncle Sam uses
such long waves. They offer consistently
good reception all over the world so that
even submerged nuclear subs on the other
side of the globe can get their latest orders
without difficulty.

About The Circuit. The receiver consists
of a regenerative detector that tunes from
13 to 28 kHz plus a single stage of audio
amplification. A seif-contained power sup-
ply furnishes DC for the tube.

You tune to different VLF stations by
varying the position of the slug in L1, a TV
horizontal-oscillator coil which is paralieled

SCIENCE AND ELECTRONICS
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* By Hartland B; Smith,

P

. ..and tune in the unbelievable subbasement of radio!!!

by Cl. An extra capacitor, C2, may be
switched across coil L1 to provide sufficient
tuning range—to cover the entire band from
13 to 28 kHz. Schematic diagram is located
on page 49.

In the antenna circuit, choke L2 passes
very-low frequencies, but offers a high im-
pedance to strong local broadcast signals.
It prevents them from reaching the grid of
V1A where they would be detected and
cause unwanted interference.

Potentiometer R6 is the regeneration con-
trol which varies the screen voltage of V1A.
When this voltage is set at the proper level,
VIA oscillates to provide the beat note re-
quired for reception of CW signals.

The detector's output is coupled, via C4,

JANUARY, 1971

to the grid of VIB where the audio signal
is amplified. The plate circuit of this stage
is capacitance-coupled to high-impedance
headphones plugged into J1.

The half-wave rectifier power supply
furnishes approximately 150-volts DC to the
plates of tube V1. The filament winding of
transformer T1 supplies 6.3 volts AC for
the heater.

Construction. Most articles tell you to
carefully follow the layout of the original
and to avoid parts substitutions. This re-
ceiver is different. You can employ just
about any layout that suits your fancy, with-
out degrading the performance of the set.
As a matter of fact, the short, direct leads
usually required in RF circuits are of little

Bo#tom view of chassis of
Bottom Scraper shows there is
plenty of room, so smaller
chassis could be used without
affecting operation. Other
frequencies below 540 kHz can
be tuned if additional
capacitors are switched by a
multi-position S1.

29



Bottom Scraper

consequence in a unit that operates at or
near the audio frequgncy range.

With the exception of L1, Cl, and C2,
component values may vary by as much as
50% from the figures specified, with little or
no effect on the receiver’s operation. As a re-
sult, this gadget is a natural for construction
from junk box parts.

The threaded brass adjustment shaft of
L1 is too small to accept knobs designed for
Y4-in. shafts. A short length of plastic rod

Pictorial diagram can be used

by the beginner to successfully wire
the Bottom Scraper. See schematic
for proper polarity of D1.

30

or wooden dowel is cemented over the end
of the shaft so that an ordinary knob can be
fastened to it. Since L1 was not designed
by the manufacturer for constant tuning, it
will pay you to apply a small amount of
Lubriplate or Vaseline to the threads in order
to minimize friction and wear.

Operation. Attach an antenna at least
a hundred feet long to the ANT terminal
of TS1 and a good cold-water pipe ground
to the other terminal. Screw the slug of L1
fully counterclockwise (all the way out of
the coil) and open S1 (HIGH setting). Plug
a pair of headphones into J1 and turn S2 on.

After VI has warmed up for a minute or
two, advance R6 until you hear a hissing

SciENCE AND ELECTRONICS



noise in the phones, which denotes that V1A
is oscillating. Slowly turn the knob of L1
clockwise. As you do this, you should hear
two or three different CW stations. Peak L1
and R6 for optimum reception of the desired
signal. A regenerative receiver isn’t very
selective, so don’t be surprised if you can
hear the other stations faintly in the back-
ground when you are tuned to a signal.
With S1 open, the tuning range is approxi-
mately 20 to 28 kHz. With it closed, the
range is 13 to 20 kHz. You'll hear a whistle
when the slug is all the way into L1 and S2
is closed. This is because the detector in the
Bottom Scraper is actually oscillating at
13 kHz, a frequency which ail but the

Schematic diagram reveals simplicity

of 1-tube VLF receiver. 1 susA

oldest fogeys are easily capable of hearing.

Back the slug out a bit and the whistle
will disappear. NAA, the lowest-frequency
signal you’ll pick up, operates just beyond
the audible range. Therefore, the oscillation
produced by the detector at this frequency
won’t bother you—at least not unless you
have the supersensitive ears of an Airedale
or Dachshund.

For best results, always operate the re-
ceiver with R6 set close to the point where
oscillation just commences. Advancing the
regeneration control too far will not only
reduce sensitivity, but may even cause the
oscillator to take off at an audio rate, pro-

.0025MF
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ducing an uncomfortably loud howl. n
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C1—.0015-mf. silver mica capacitor

£2-—.0025-mf. silver mica capacitor

C3, C4—.001-mf. ceramic disc capacitor

C5—.068-mf., 200-volt tubular capacitor

C6—50-, 50-mf., 150-voit dual electrolytic ca~
pacitor

D1—500-ma., 400-piv., silicon diode rectifier
(IN2070 or equiv.)

J1—Open circuit phone jack

L1-—16-42 millihenry TV horizontal-oscillater
coil (J. W, Miller 6211 or equiv.)

L2—2.5 mh. RF choke

R1—680,000-0hm, Vi-watt resistor

R2—68,000-0hm, 2-walt resistor

R3—560,000-ohm, /;-watt resistor

R4—68-ohm, V,-watt resistor

R5—3300-ohm, 1-watt resistor

R6~---50,000-0hm linear taper potentiometer

s I u

i

LONG-WAVE RECEIVER PARTS ” I.IS'I'

R7—39-ohm, Vh-watt resistor

R8——1000-0hm, 1-watt resistor

S1, $2—S.p.s.t. slide switch

T1—Power Transformer. Pri.: 117 volt, 60 Hx;
Sec.: 125 volt, 50 ma.; 6.3-volt, 2-amp
(Knight 54A1411 or equiv.)

151—2-screw terminal strip

V1—6UB8A tube

2—4-terminal insulated tie strips

2—Knobs

1—9x513x1 V4 -inch aluminum chassls

1—9-prong miniature tube socket

Misc.—Solder lugs, wire, solder, 6-32 machine
screws and nuts, power cord and plug, rubber
grommets, etc.

$14.00
3 hours

Estimated cost:
Construction time:

JANUARY, 1971
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CB Rock

® What can our CB Rock Rater do for you?
Plenty! For one thing, it'll measure the rela-
tive activity of your CB crystals. What does
this mean to you? It means that you can
quickly determine if a crystal isn’t up to
par. And this is important because with a
low activity crystal in your rig’s transmitter,
it just can’t put out for you like it should,
and the net result is decreased operating
range!

This nifty little package can also check
your crystals for other defects, such as jump-
ing frequency, which, in extreme cases can
put you far enough off frequency to throw
you right out of the CB band!

Now about your receiver alignment. Are
all the channels receiving dead on frequency
where they should be? If not, our Rock
Rater and a few CB transmit crystals lets
you align the receiver yourself—and save the
service fee.

Our multi-purpose CB test instrument is
compact, measuring only 4 x 2% x 1% in.,
and it won’t clutter your operating area.
Being inexpensive to build, it won’t put a
crimp in a tight budget either. And last but
no means least, simple circuitry makes it a
spap to build, even for the beginner.

How Rock Rater Works. The heart of the
operation of this device is a crystal controlled
Colpitts oscillator. This oscillator, formed by
transistor Q1 and its associated components,
generates an RF signal output when an ex-
ternal CB crystal is inserted into the crystal
socket. The frequency of the output signal is
determined by the crystal frequency.

The amount of RF generated is, to a large
extent, determined by the activity of the
crystal under test. A weak crystal, one whose

By Ed Morris, KRP1830

Rates rocks for activity
Checks crystals for stability
Spots channels with rapidity

Rater x 3

activity is low, will not permit the oscillator
to generate as much output as another higher
activity crystal.

The output from the oscillator is applied
to the center arm of selector switch S2 (see
schematic). When the switch is placed in
the lower position, the RF is rectified by the
action of diode DI1. It is then filtered by
capacitors C4, C5 and calibration, potenti-
ometer R3. The resulting DC, which is pro-
portional to the original RF, is then read on
meter M1.

When the switch is in the upper position,
the RF oscillator output is applied to the
antenna jack through capacitor C6. This is
the position used when the Rock Rater is
used as a channel spotter or an alignment
generator.

Maechanically Speaking. Although the
exact layout of the Rock Rater is not critical,
best results will be obtained, especially for
the beginner, if the layout presented is fol-
lowed. The more advanced builder should
feel free to modify details to suit his needs.
In any case, good high-frequency construc-
tion practices should be followed.

Start work on the case by drilling the
proper size holes as shown in the drawings.
The use of a T-square will aid in obtaining
accurate placement of the various holes.

The cut-out for meter M1 can easily be
made with the use of a chassis punch of the
proper size. If one is not available, a hand
nibbler will do the job.

The mounting clip for the battery is made
from the center spring clip from a size “AA”
cell holder. This clip is easily removed from
the battery holder by drilling out the retain-
ing eyelets with a .125-in. drill.

SciENCE AND ELECTRONICS
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Finishing The Case. A strikingly profes-
sional appearance can be achieved, even by
the beginner, by simply spray painting and
lettering the case. The little additional time
and effort involved will prove to be well
worth the results. To prepare the case for
painting, first remove all traces of dirt and
oil from it. Any remaining dirt or oil will
prevent the paint from adhering properly.
The easiest way to clean it is to wash the
case well with soap and water. After the
case has dried, be sure to protect it from
your own fingerprints.

When painting the case, remember to use
very thin, light coats. The key to a good fin-
ish is to use a light touch. Allow each coat
of paint to dry thoroughly before applying
the next. For a really first-rate job, apply a
primer coat to the bare metal first.

After the paint has dried hard, preferably
overnight, it's time to apply the lettering.
Whichever you use, whether dri-transfers or
decals, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s
directions exactly. A final coat or two of a
clear plastic acrylic spray may then be
applied to protect the lettering.

Electrical Construction. Most of the elec-

il
203827

% IN. O1AHOLE (7 REQ.)

$TH. DIAHOLE (2 REQ.)

%IN(

LIN. DIAHOLE (2 REQ.)

FROM CENTER
TYPICAL)

To insure easy construction, lay

out chassis box holes as dimensioned above.
Then remove burrs and apply several coats
of spray paint for a professional appearance.

trical components are mounted on a 13 x
134 -in. piece of perforated board. This board
is mounted on the meter terminals as shown.

Begin the electrical construction by wiring
the board according to the schematic dia-
gram. The general parts layout can be easily
determined from the photos. Although tran-
sistor Q1 is a silicon transistor and is not

Schematic diagram of Rock Rater shows Colpitts oscillator whose output is fed
to either meter M1 for rock-rating or to antenna jack J1 for channel spotting.

B1—9-volt transistor battery (Burgess 2U6)

€1—0.05-uF, 12-VDC capacitor

€2—22-pF, 1000-VDC capacitor

C3, C6—68-pF, 1000-VDC capacitor

C4, C5—.01-uF, 200-VDC capacitor

D1—1N270 diode

J1—RCA phono jock, single whole mounting
(Lofayette 99C6234 or equiv.)

L1—# 28 enameled wire, 7-turns close-wound
on Y4 -in. ferrite-tuned coil form

L2—#28 enomeled wire, 3-turns close-wound
over ground end of L)

M1—1-mA miniature panel meter (Laofayette

ROCK RATER PARTS LIST

99C5052 or equiv.)
Q1—2N3827 silicon transistor
R1—22,000-chm, V2-watt resistor
R2—330-ohm, V3-watt resistor
R3—1000-0hm, miniature potentiometer (Lo-
foyette 99C6142 or equiv.)
S1, S2—Minioture d.p.d.t. switch (Lafayette
99C6126 or equiv.)
1—Crystal socket {Lofoyette 42C0901 or equiv.)
1—4x2Vax1 %-in. oluminum chassis box
Misc.—Wire, solder, nuts, screws, plastic tubing,
perforoted boord, fleo clips, lettering, sproy
paint, etc.

JaNUARY, 1971
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CB Rock Rater x3

easily damaged by heat, care should still be
taken while soldering it into the circuit. This
same care should be applied to diode DI,
which is also easily damaged by excessive
heat and mechanical actions that might
break its glass case.

Note that for proper operation, coil L2
should be wound over the ‘“cold” end of

€2 L,L2

6HD

8 0T

vic S1 CRYSTAL — 1
Maijority of Rock Rater components are
mounted on perf-board and wired following
the schematic. Completed board
assembly is then wired to chassis-mounted
components and installed in chassis.

coil L1. In this case we mean the end con-
nected to the junction of capacitor C3 and
coil L1.

Particular care should be taken when wir-
ing to observe polarity of components as
indicated on the schematic. This is espe-
cially true for transistor Q1 and battery Bl.

After the circuitry on the perforated board
has been wired, carefully check it over for
errors against the schematic.

0SC.ASSEMBLY
J 52 S1 o

CRYSTAL SOCKET
Completed perf-board assembly is mounted
in chassis by attaching it to the meter
terminal screws. After wiring has been
checked for errors and the battery

installed, Rock Rater is ready fora

trial run and calibration.

appearance that lets it keep company

with the snazziest of CB rigs. Here, it's
befriending an all-channel Lafayette HB-525
CB rig. Don’t they make a lovely couple?

Temporarily set the perforated board aside
and install meter M1, switches S1, S2, the
battery clip, and the crystal socket. Wire as
you go along. Then mount the perforated
board on the back of the meter terminals.
Finish up the last of the interconnecting wir-
ing between the board and the remainder of
the components.

Testing and Calibration. Place selector
switch S2 in the meter position. Adjust cali-
bration potentiometer R3 to its minimum
resistance position. Place a known good
channel 9 transmit crystal, or other known
good transmit crystal whose frequency is
ncar the center of the band, in the crystal
socket.

Turn Rock Rater on and tune coil LI for
a peak reading on the meter. Readjust the
calibration potentiometer R3 as necessary to
keep the meter from reading off scale as coil
L1 is being peaked.

Once the coil has been peaked, adjust the
calibration potentiometer for a 34 -scale read-
ing (0.75 mA) on the meter. If you are not
able to peak the coil, or to obtain an up-
scale meter reading, carefully recheck your
work for possible errors. If the meter reads
down-scale, reverse the meter’s terminal
connections.

When Rock Rater has been adjusted to
read about % -scale with a known good crys-
tal, this becomes your ‘“average” good read-
ing. Any crystal that fails to produce at
least a Y2-scale (0.5 mA) reading is suspect.
Likewise, a crystal that exhibits an erratic
or unstable meter reading should be con-
sidered defective. .

ScIENCE AND ELECTRONICS
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BY HOWARD S. PYLE, W7OE

@ QPR? An expression rapidly becoming popular in the
dedicated Ham circles of low-power transmitter enthusiasts
to describe flea-powered rigs . . . less than 10 watts input.
And along with mini-cars, mini-skirts and the general trend
to “mini” this and “mini” that, QRP Ham rigs are taking
their place in the field of “Now you see it—now you don’t.”

Our little Mini-Mite really takes the cake with 15-, 20-,
40-, and 80-meter amateur CW bands instantly switchable
from the front panel. The rig is adaptable to any type of an-
tenna with no external matching units or similar gimmicks
to fool with, and it provides instant choice of internal power
source or external supply! In other words, muchum en
parvo, or something like that, which, in the Italian language
is supposed to mean “much in little.”” And all in an enclos-
ure only 4 X 4 X 6 in. Want to hop on the QRP wagon?

Mini-Mite Avutopsy. Let’s play surgeon and start with
the internal organs: they are as vital to Mini-Mite as the
heart and lungs in a human. Unlike the human, however,
this little jewel has four hearts; each a complete transmitter
in its own Tight.

Basically, these “hearts” are the recently introduced of-
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MINI-MITE QRP

ferings of the International Crystal Manu-
facturing Co., and are known as the OX Os-
cillator Kit. Each is a self-contained tran-
sistor oscillator mounted on a neatly let-
tered printed circuit board only " 1V2-in.
square! These are available for any fre-
quency you want within a range of 300 to
60,000 kHz.

Fundamental crystals are used on all fre-
quencies—you can use your own crystal or
International’s EX type—the choice is yours.
Each complete oscillator kit costs but $2.35,
which includes the transistor, printed circuit
board and all components except the crystal.
We stole a march on International as ap-

parently these were designed solely for test
oscillators with no thought of their com-
munications possibilities.

But with an input power of 1.2 watts using
a 6-volt DC power source, and up to 1.8
watts with a 9-volt supply, the author has
confirmed contacts of 1100 miles on 15
meters, 600 on 20 M, 300 on 40 M and 200
miles on 80 M. That’s bad?

Making Mini-Mite. It will take you about
twenty to thirty minutes to assemble and
solder each kit from the simple instructions
supplied. The four little units are then
mounted on an aluminum sub-panel as shown
in the photos. For those who want to dupli-
cate the mechanical essentials of Mini-Mite,
included is a dimensioned drawing of the
sub-panel. This is really all the mechanical

A glance at schematic (above, far right) re-
veals that Mini-Mite actually consists of four
separate oscillator assemblies {OSC1 through
0SC4) powered by a single battery (B1). As
photos show, oscillators and battery are
mounted on sub-panel, balance of compo-
nents on chassis box itself. Detail of alumi-
num sub-panel appears in drawing.
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detail needed as any type of enclosure can be
used and any parts of the non-critical type,
such as switches, connectors, etc., that your
junk-box may produce can be substituted.
For these, you can easily work out your own
component placement and drilling templates
to match. Mounting screws and metal spac-
ers are furnished with the oscillator kits, so
no problem there.

By using a sub-panel, wiring is perfectly
straightforward and there’s little of it as the
schematic indicates. Make all the internal
connections you can before securing the sub-
panel to the enclosure. In the prototype, the
sub-panel is mounted with four 1%-in.
lengths of 8/32 threaded brass rod (most any
hardware or Ham supply house carries it).

The sub-panel is spaced from the front

panel with 1-in. spacers cut from Y4-in. cop-
per tubing. An acorn nut on each end of the
threaded rod holds the whole assembly firmly
in place. The little 9-volt transistor battery,
which serves as the internal power supply, is
mounted on the sub-panel between the two
pairs of oscillator boards. Incidentally, these
batteries will last quite a while since current
drain is only 20 mA and this, of course, is
only in the “key down” condition.

The battery supply lets you take Mini-Mite
with you on hunting, fishing and camping
trips to keep contact with home base. Taking
a couple of extra batteries along just to play
it safe is a good idea if you're making an ex-
tended stay.

QRP Power. When using Mini-Mite at
the home base, a conventional rectified AC

RANDOM
04 oAt 0C3
ofF 4 oFRF Schematic of Mini-Mite.
OX-HI OX-LO Switch S1 selects any of
15 METERS, THRU 20 METERS EV_ four amateur bands—
6V~ BUSH ING 15, 20, 40, or 80 meters.
GN ] GNDQ
L PARTS LIST
— = 81—9-VDC transistor battery
Ul 05C1 (Eveready 216 or equiv.)
O GND o GND C1—100-uF variable capac-
e 6y 6V itor (Lafayette 40C2885 or
0X-10 D 0X-LO equiv.)
someres | | g +| | lsowerers | c2—.001-uF, 600-vDC ca-
RF *1 RF T pacitor
N ' i | | 34 o M ] D1—1N34 diode
BATTERY —g7 CEXT POWER = -l J1,  J2—RCA-type phono
6-3vDC |;i ?j/ y ; L2 7T jack, insulated mounting
L_‘§5 i Nl oJACK zel: 10 2.5n o J3—Feed-through connector,
— .~ X o 1é R insulated (Lafayette 33C-
— KEY JACK 5 A = 3201 or equiv.)
TesTéH 36 ¥ 1 - Ja, 15, )6, J7—75-0hm coax connector, $0-239
BUTTON (Radio Shack 278-201 or equiv.)
5 L1—Loading coil, 72 turns # 28 enameled wire
5 IN | on 3g-in. form
LN #30 DRILL (16 REQ.) ixd IN. cuToUT M1—Field-strength meter (Shurite 8903Z or
Tve. T 1% IN— equiv.) (available from Shurite Meters, Box

(2 REQ.)

3.'
-
|

7N,

S8 ORILL(4 REQ.)

3 x 1} IN. BATTERY STRAP

1818, New Haven, Conn. 06508 at $4.50
postpaid)

Osc. 1, 2, 3, 4—OX oscillator kit, 3 OX-LO,
1 OX-Hl (available from International Crys-
tal, 10 N. Lee, Okichoma City, Okla. 73102
at $2.35 ea. postpaid)

51—3-pole, 4-throw single deck rotary switch

$2—>5-position, 1-pole rotary switch (Lafayette
30C4013 or equiv.)

$3, $5—D.p.d.t. rotary or toggle switch

$4—S.p.s.t. rocker or toggle switch

56—S.p.s.t. normally open pushbutton switch
{Radio Shack 275-008 or equiv.)

Misc.—Wilre, solder, 4x6x4-in. sloping-panel
chassis box, decals, etc.
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supply can be used to conserve the battery.
Rather than build a little power box, the
author used a Radio Shack 22-023 regulated,
variable-voltage transistorized DC power
supply. This makes a perfect companion unit
for Mini-Mite and will serve equally well as
a power supply source for experimental
transistorized equipment. This supply pro-
vides up to 20 VDC at 200 mA with excep-
tionally smooth control, and is more than
fadequate for most transistorized gear.
Equipped with a meter that reads both volts
and milliamperes, it makes a convenient way
to check your power input instantly. Selec-
tion of cither the internal battery power or
the external AC source is accomplished by
a d.p.d.t. rocker switch on the rear panel.

Note that Mini-Mite is equipped with four
coax connectors and a feed-through insulator
for antenna ¢onnections, all in line on the
rear panel. This you can take or leave. It
happens the author has four dipoles (one for
each band) and preferred to leave Mini-Mite
semi-permanently connected at the home
station, hence the four coax connectors.

Any Old Antenna. The feed-through in-
sulator provides for connection to any ran-
dom length antenna for portable operation.
The s.p.d.t. rotary switch in the top center of
the rear panel, labelled COAX and RAN-
DOM, permits switching any oscillator out-
put to the feed-through insulator or to the
series of coax connectors. The band selector
switch on the front panel has one section
which selects the appropriate coax connector
for the band selected.

A second section on the band selector
switch connects the positive lead from the
power source to the oscillator assembly used
for that band. The negative voltage is applied
only when the hand key or test button is
pressed; the power source, of course, re-
mains idle at all other times. The third sec-
tion on the band selector switch selects the
RF output terminal on the desired oscillator
and connects it to the radiating circuit.

While the oscillator functions on the
fundamental of the crystal with no tuning
adjustments, it does not necessarily mean
that the most effective loading of the antenna
will automatically result. This is particularly
true when a random-length wire antenna is
used in portable operation. Therefore, a
means of resonating the antenna to the load
will assist in getting maximum radiation

characteristics. Accordingly, incorporated
right in the Mini-Mite cabinet is an all-band
L/C loading network that has proven most
effective.

Not only has this L/C combination per-
mitted resonating a random wire of reason-
able length but has also proven to be of
noticeable value when used with a frequency-
conscious dipole or other conventional an-
tenna.

Robust Radiation. Provision is also made
for switching the antenna tuning capacitor
in series with the loading inductance or in
parallel across it, by means of a d.p.d.t. tog-
gle switch. The inductance is adjustable in
four steps by tapping the coil and connecting
the taps to a 5-point rotary switch (single
pole). By choosing the proper amount of
coil inductance in combination with the vari-
able capacitor in either series or shunt con-
nection, proper loading of the antenna cir-
cuit is easily obtained.

The coil consists of a total of 2 turns of
#28 enameled wire wound on two 3/8-in.
diameter -forms (wooden dowels), 36 turns
on each. Splitting the coil makes it possible
to fit it comfortably into the available space.
Since the halves of the coil are connected in
series, it is in effect a single inductance.
Taps were taken at approximately equal
distances along the length of the winding.

The meter is a desirable asset in tuning the
antenna network and a resonant condition is
indicated by the highest reading. This peak
will be fairly broad but will vary from about
quarter to half full scale reading on the
meter selected, depending on the input volt-
age from the power source.

The meter used is a special field strength
meter made by Shurite. If not available from
local supply sources, it can be ordered direct-
ly from the manufacturer (see Parts List).

From the foregoing description, it should
be simple to work up a reasonable facsimite
of our Mini-Mite and enjoy a heretofore
relatively unexplored and exciting. field.
There’s a great deal of excitement in trying
for the amazing results possible with an in-
put power considerably less than that re-
quired for a conventional radio dial lamp!
We suggest that in your initial efforts in the
QRP field, first establish local contacts to
get the feel of mini-power. Once you've
mastered the simple QRP techniques, you're
ready to demonstrate what the QRP Ama-
teur Radio Club International often use as
an unofficial slogan . . . “POWER is no sub-
stitute for SKILL!” Go to it, and good DX!®
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8 Meet the variometer, an efficient variable-
inductance commonly used in crystal and
tube radios in the early *20s. The variometer
opens up a new field of experimentation for
modern hobbyists, although it is no stranger
to old-timers in radio.

The photo shows one of the many factory-
made variometers which were popular in
the early "20s. It is simply a movable coil
which rotates inside a stationary coil—the
rotary coil and stationary coil are both
wound in the same direction and are con-
nected in series.

Some of the original variometers were
round and molded from hard rubber or
bakelite, and others were square and made
of wood. Some had the stationary coil ce-
mented to the inside surface of the outer
form, and some had the stationary coil
wound on the outside of the outer form as

ANT

YANT o1
" TN34A

{ H1GH- INPEDANCE

oy
VARIOMETER OR CRYSTAL)
STATOR '

moter

The variometer may he
gone, but it's not

make your own version
of this novel device.

By
) Art
Trauffer

Radis

is the case with the variometer described in
this article.

S

0

How It Does It. When the rotor coil and.

the stator coil of the variometer both carry
current in the same direction, the magnetic
field will be greatest and the inductance will
be maximum. When the rotor coil is rotated
through a half revolution so that its magnetic
field opposes that of the stator coil, the re-
sulting field will be small and the inductance
minimum. Thus the inductance is continu-
ously variable over a considerable range.

The drawings show the constructional de-
tails for the author’s experimental variom-
eter. With a little patience, it is easy to-build
and performs as well as the factory-made
variometer.

Be sure to wind the rotor and stator coils
in the same direction, and connect them in
series. (Continued overleaf)

ROTOR

STATOR

III
B1
3v0e

Two radio circuits in which the experimenfer can use the variometer as a funing device.
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COIL SPLICE

CARDBOARD GLUED
Y0 W00D END PIECES

The homemade variometer
rotor is shown above. The
cardboard used in the curved
sections should be of the
poster-board variety. The
stator at right is almost
identical in construction but

is somewhat larger. The
avthor's transistorized
experimental variometer radio
is at upper right.

Rolling Your Own. The stator form con-
sist of two wooden end pieces of the di-
mensions given. Cardboard is used for the
curved body sections and is fastened with
glue and tacks. The holes in the end pieces
are made big enough to freely pass a Y -in.
rod. The stator coil is wound on the form
as shown and consists of two sections of 27
turns each of #24 wire. The windings are
beld in place by glue, applied sparingly.

The rotor is virtually identical to the
stator but is slightly smaller so that it will
fit inside the stator. Construct the form to
the dimensions given. Then drill the holes
in the end pieces so that the Y%-in. rod or
tube makes a snug fit. Wind the two sections
of the rotor coil also using #24 wire, 30
turns per section. Attach flexible lecads to
the coil ends to allow the rotor to rotate.

Assemble the variometer by placing the
rotor inside the stator and pressing the tube
rotor shaft (through which the rotor leads
will pass) in the one end and the tube or
rod in the other. Placing fiber washers be-
tween rotor and stator will prevent the rotor
winding rubbing on the stator. Pass the
rotor leads through the tube and connect one
rotor wire to one stator wire so the windings
are in series. (Continued on page 106)

4IN. METAL
ROD OR TUBE

T T e A

_ COIL SPLICE

TV i
TERMINAL / [ Mites
STRIP Grouso
" ]\' —
i 27 TURNS

CARDBOARD GLUED
W00D END PIECES

PARTS LIST

B1—2 size-D flashlight cells

C1—.02-uF capacitor

D1—1N34A germanium diode (or equiv.)

Q1-——2N217 transistor

R1—220,000-0hm, V;-wott resistor

1—-3-lug terminal strip

4-—Fahnestock clips

BILL OF MATERIALS

1—"VY,-lb. spool 324 single-cotton-covered en-
ameled magnet wire

1—20x2 Y% x Ya-in. hardwood strip {for wood
end pieces)

1—1, dia. (0.D.)x4-in. brass tube

——

~ 1—3%-in. wide metal strip for mounting angle

brackets
1—%-in. wide metal strip for making battery
holder
12—Short round-head wood screws
1—38x7x ¥ -in. wood baseboard
Misc.—Tacks, thin cardboard, glue,
wire, solder, etc.

hook-up
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By Herb Friedman KBI19457

Break the CB sound barrier
with this booming mike preamp

[ If you think you’re losing some of that
precious CB power along the uncertain
and sometimes sorry road leading from
mike to antenna, chances are you’re right!
All CB transceivers have certain design
characteristics built into them. Thing is,
what the designers had in mind doesn’t
always work out when you're operating
the rig.

Take this business of power, for ex-
ample. Our Band-Buster is a mike pre-
amplifier designed to make your signal
top dog on the CB bands. It does this job
handsomely by taking advantage of a
couple of built-in transceiver character-
istics which are flexible enough to permit
Band-Buster to take over the reins and
boost your talk power.

Two Tricks. First of all, CB transceiv-
ers are designed for average voice levels.
The overall modulator gain is fixed so
that a person speaking at an average

JANUARY, 1971
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voice level—and at an average distance from
the mike—will be able to modulate the trans-
mitter 100% .

This is a good idea, but just who has an
average voice, and what is an average mike
distance? Your voice might just be some-
what weaker than average, or maybe you
hold the mitke 12 inches away rather than
the more usual 6 inches. If this is true, your
rig’s modulation might never make it out of
the basement.

The s2cond factor to be considered is that
nearly all modern transceivers limit modula-
tion of the carrier to 100%. This means
that even if you shout the modulation won’t
exceed 100% (or 90%, if that happens to
be the rated maximum level).

Somz manufacturers make good use of
this limiting feature by providing a range
boost or DX boost circuit. This is simply
additional amplificatioh that boosts the level
of modulation, while depending on the limit-
ing feature to prevent overmodulation. In
other words, more output power is obtained,
but distortion is kept to a minimum.

With all this in mind, we can appreciate
how the CB Band-Buster takes advantage
of modern transceiver design. The mike pre-
amplification increases your talk power to
above average levels, while the built-in
100% modulation limit ensures that there
will be no distortion of the transceiver out-
put. Your voice will hit the front end with
full force, but the unit’s design will make
sure that you don’t overmodulate. Just turn
up the volume and get all the advantages of
a speech clipper!

FET Does M. A quick look at the sche-
matic should convince you that your Band-
Buster will do the job that you thought
couldn’t be done. The sock-it-to-me feature
here is obviously Ql—an N-channel FET
(field-effect transistor) that has a high input
resistance and will therefore accept a high-
impedance source like a ceramic or crystal
mike.

Since the FET has an input impedance
of tens of megohms, the mike’s load will
only be that of input resistor R1. Here R1
is 2.2 megohms, which is the usual load for
a mike. However, if the mike you’re using
calls for a different value, RI can be
changed without affecting total performance.

Nominal gain for the Band-Buster is

Components mount on top side of board. Ca-
pacitors C1 and C3 are flush to conserve space.

10 dB, while the frequency response is al-
most ruler-flat from 20 to 15,000 Hz. Even
with high-output mikes, distortion is almost
unmeasurable. Just make sure your trans-
ceiver’s modulation is limited to 100% and
you'll get all the talk power you want.

Though the preamplifier can be built into
a small aluminum cabinet, it can also be
installed directly in the microphone case,
or even in the mike’s base. Our photos show
a custom installation in a good-quality CB
base-station mike available from Lafavette
Radio (see Parts List).

While the same installation techniques can
be used with other microphones, the exact
procedure will depend on the particular mike
you choose. However, the perf-board assem-
bly should be used in all instances. It’s just
a question of where to place the assembly
and the volume control, whether it be in the
microphone head or in the base.

B e e T Suppp—

i it k
Band-Buster's output level is set by adjusting
R3—a miniature volume control with switch.

SCIENCE AND ELECTRONICS




In author’s model, Q1 (FET) mounts on under-
side of board. This side is covered with tape.

Perf Package. The Band-Buster assem-
bly is wired on a 1% x 1VY2-in. section of
perforated wiring board. Flea clips are used
as tie points. To keep the assembly as small
as possible, all components must be mounted
flat on one side of the board. In the author’s
model, the FET is mounted on the under-
side with its flat side against the board. (The
cover version shows Q1 mounted on the
same side with other components.)

Mount and tack-solder all topside com-
ponents, then install Ql using full-length
Jeads. To avoid heat damage, use a heat
sink (such as an alligator clip) on Q1’s leads
when soldering. If you're going to install the
Band-Buster in the mike case, volume con-
trol R3 must be the miniature type specified.
A standard potentiometer and switch will
probably not fit into any ordinary case.

The volume control’s connecting leads are
soldered to peints A, B, and C in the sche-

AT e e

s e N
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¥ e T
Here, battery is mounted in base of mike. You
may have to tape battery to outside of case.
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BOTTOM VIEW
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FET has high input resistance to match high-
impedance mike. Value of R1 depends on mike.

PARTS LIST FOR CB BAND-BUSTER
B1—9-V battery (Burgess 2U6 or equiv.)
C1, C3—.01-uF, 10-VDC disc capacitor
C2—30-uF, 10-VDC electrolytic capacitor

Q1——N-channel field-effect transistor (Moto-
rola MPF103 or equiv.)
R1—2,200,000-0hm, Yh-watt 10% resistor

R2—3300-ohm, Y2-watt 10% resistor
R3—10,000-0hm miniature potentiometer with
spst switch (Lafayette 32H7364 or eﬁuiv.)

$1—Spst switch {on R3)

Misc.—High-impedance mike {Lofayette 99H-
4607 or equiv.), battery connector, perf
board, flea clips (Vector T28, Lafayette
19H8302 or equiv.}, solder, wire, hard-
ware, etc.

matic. Shielded connections should not be
necessary as either a metal cabinet or the
metal microphone case will do the job. How-
ever, if the mike’s case is plastic and the
Band-Buster is installed within, keep R3’s
leads as short as possible. Even then, it
might be necessary to use shielded leads.

The photos show how the Band-Buster
was installed in the Lafayette mike. First,
the front of the mike was removed and the
microphone element was eased out of the
case. Then the two connecting leads were
unsoldered (excessive heat could ruin the
element, so use a small soldering iron). Be
sure to note which is the hot (insulated)
lead. Finally, a Y4-in. hole was drilled in
the back of the microphone case for volume
control R3.

The control was then pre-wired to the
perf-board assembly. The back of the perf-
board (the FET side in the author’s model)
was covered with a layer of tape to prevent
the tie points which stick through the board
from shorting to the mike case. Finally, the
original mike connecting leads were soldered
to the Band-Buster oufput and new leads
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were connected between the mike element
and the preamp input. The entire assembly
was then eased into the case.

Battery in Base. The pre-wired B+ lead
from S| (on the back of R3) was fished
down 1o the microphone base, where it was
connecled to battery Bl's positive terminal.
The battery’s negative terminal was con-
nected to the case to uct as the system
eround for both the mike and the switching
leuds. It required quite a bit of customizing
w fit the battery into the base. We suggest
that if the battery doesn't go into the base
casily, you run the battery connection out
of the unit and tape the battery to the case.
You should get many months of service from
vour battery as the Band-Buster uses only
500 uA.

Best results are obtained if a modulation
meter is used when you are adjusting or
using the Band-Busier. First place the micro-
phone at a comfortable working distance,
then advance R3 (turning power on) until
vour rig peaks at 100% modulation. If your
transceiver has built-in limiting you can give
a little extra gain to obtain some of the bene-

Band-Buster assembly mounted in mike case.

Only volume control R3 takes hardware.
fits of speech clipping. Use a grease pencil,
marking pen, or a piece of tape to mark the
setting of R3’s knob so that it can be easily
reset whenever you use the mike. »

Crystal Is as

B & S 7]

Crystal Does

W Here's a mike stand that ought to bedazzle
the shack of any lady ham or CBer. These
crystal desk stands are made from discarded
glass table lamps and cost next to nothing.
A quick trip to a store, rummage sale, or
perhaps your own attic should turn up just
the lamp you need.

Remove the line cord and socket from the
lamp. Since both lamp threads and mike
threads are usually %8-27—which is standard
for most pipe, the mike will screw onto the
stand in a jiff. Most radio stores carry adapt-
ers and converters should you need to make
any modifications.

Smali bits of felt or rubber cement on the
bottom of the stand will protect surfaces
from nasty scratches. And should your mike
have connections in the mounting socket,
don’t panic. Just run your mike cable
through the pipe in the lamp and attach the
cable to the connector on top. A rubber pad
under the base can be hollowed out so the
cable wili come out flush, natch.

—Art Trauffer B
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AMBLIFIER STAGE

Give your crystal detector rig haif a chance to pick up DX stations by
pepping up the input soup with a ene transistor selective RF amp

B Want an extra boost of performance from
your crystal radio? This tuned RF amplifier
is the perfect new front end for your crystal

set. There have been many construction
projects for crystal radios, many of which
include one or more stages of transistorized
audio frequency amplification to boost the
signal after detection. But this transistor-
ized tuned radio-frequency amplifier stage
will boost the signal before detection. This
makes it possible to use a shorter antenna
or just plain be ahead of the game before
the signal is detected.

Matching Components. The amplifier
stage was breadboarded to match the Allied
Knight-Kit crystal set shown at the right of
the amplifier in Fig. 1. Simplicity was the
rule in building the amplifier which gives
good results with only a 1.5 volt battery. The
battery is connected in the circuit as shown
in Fig. 2.

The components of the amplifier are
mounted on a 6-inch by 4'2-inch piece of

JANUARY, 1971
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%-inch plywood and located as shown in
Fig. 3. The 409 mmf variable capacitor, C3,
is mounted using small angle brackets. Use
short screws to secure the brackets to C3 so
the screws don’t touch the rotor plates. The
ferrite core coil, L1, is mounted on the back
of C3 using a strap of insulating material
such as fibre, plastic or cardboard. Details
of winding the coil will be given shortly.

Transistor Q1 is mounted on a 3-lug
terminal strip by its own leads. Remember
the heat sink when soldering the leads in
place. Use long nose pliers if you don’t
have a heat sink. The battery can be quickly
and easily mounted between two angle
brackets that act as its holder. A neat trick
to even get around the need for a switch to
cut the battery out of the circuit is to insert
a piece of insulating material between the
negative end of the battery and the angle
bracket (see Fig. 4).

Roll Your Own. The drawing of Fig. 5
shows you how to make the ferrite core coil,

by Art Trauffer
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+ 02 FC3
i M2 o ANT POST ON
Fot (SEE TEXT) CRYSTAL RADIO
<
ANT Bl 15V
s TOGND. POST ON
oo fisee  CRYSTAL RADIO
GND TEXT) FC4

Simple? You bet it is! Only one tuned cir-
cuit is used to eliminate tracking error.
Transistor Q1 is not critical. Almost any pnp
unit rated at 2 mc., hfe 10 will do the job.
Aside from units given in parts list, the fol-
lowing may be used for Q1: 2N247, 2N252,
2N274, 2N308-310, 2N315, 2N370-374,
2N384, 2N501, 2N504 and other pnp rf units.

PARTS LIST

B1~—1.5-volt battery

C1, C2—.02 mf, 200-volt capacitors

C3—409 mmf variable capacitor (Allied Radio
13L524 or equiv.)

L1—Self-wound ferrite core coil (see text)

Q1—RF amplifier transistor (Delco DS-25, lLa-
fayette 19R4220, or equiv.)

R1—33,000-0hm, ', -watt resistor

S1—See text

1—3%"” x 6” x 41,"” plywood base board

Misc.—Fahnestock clips, terminal strip, pointer
knob, solder lugs, Litz wire and %" ferrite
rod (see text), scrap sheet metal, hardware,
hookup wire, salder, etc.

Estimated cost: $6.00
Estimated construction time: 2 hours

i I,

Photo above illustrates breadboard layout
used by author. At left, piece of cardboard
is used as switch to disconnect battery.

L1. The coil works fine as an RF coil and
you can also use it as an antenna coil in an-
other project. A length of 10-38 Litz wire
and a ¥-inch diameter ferrite core was used
in this project, but alternate materials can be
used. For example, Belden 7-41 Litz (La-
fayette 32G1485) can be wound on .33-inch
ferrite core (Lafayette 32G6102). Or sim-
ply use No. 26 enameled cotton-covered
magnet wire instead of Litz. Note from Fig.
5 that the first 10 turns of the coil are close-
wound while the remainder of the turns are
slightly spaced. Use Duco or coil cement to
hold the wire at the ends of the coil and to
secure the twisted tap to the collector of Q1
from the tenth turn on the coil.

Circuit Operation. The antenna input to
the amplifier is through capacitor C1 which
blocks DC and passes RF in case your an-
tenna accidentally contacts a power line.
Resistor R1 is the base bias resistor for tran-
sistor Q1. Coil L1 and variable capacitor C3

L ["—— 65 ~70 TURNS ‘*1 I

3 i) ) g

T0 C3
STATOR
FIGURE 5

Detail drawing of fabricated coil L1. Make
no substitutions and follow plan carefully.

form the RF-tuning tank in the collector cir-
cuit of Q1. The collector is tapped close to
the ground end of the coil to better match
the transistor’s low output impedance; this
gives better selectivity. Capacitor C2 blocks
DC and passes the amplified RF signal to the
antenna post of your crystal radio.

As with a crystal radio, this RF amplifier
works best with a good ground and a good
outdoor antenna. TRF amplification can be
increased a bit by using two AA batteries in
series to provide 3 volts. Keep polarity in
mind when wiring the circuit: the Delco
DS-25 used in the project is a pnp transistor
so negative terminal goes to the collector. B
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Grabber

A het little 1-transistor converter
that lets you tune CB signals
on any AM set—any time, anywhere!

By Charles Green, W6FFQ

B Here is a double-fun project. the tun of
building a simple solid-state converter and
the fun of listening to the activity on the
Citizens Band. Tabbed the CB Grabber, the
one-transistor converter will work with any
BC-band receiver tuned to 1550 kHz, or any
quiet spot near this frequency. The con-
verter tuning dial is tunable to cover all 23
channeis for easy operation. ‘

The BC receiver together with the CB
Grabber forms a dual-conversion receiving
system to separate the CB stations for better
listening. No changes are required in the BC
receiver, and the CB Grabber is powered
with a self-contained battery.

It is easy to build the converter. Most of
the resistors, capacitors and coils are mount-

JANUARY, 1971

ed on the top of a perf-board box using
breadboard construction.

Operation. The CB Grabber can be op-
erated with almost any BC-band receiver
that can be tuned to the converter output
frequency (1550 kHz). The converter can
even be connected to a battery-operated re-
ceiver for portable use.

If the BC band receiver does not have
terminals for an external antenna and
ground, wind 5 turns of hook-up wire
around the receiver loopstick and connect
the turns to J2 on the CB Grabber with either
coax or twisted pair wire.

Do not make any direct connections 10
the “hot chassis” type of AC/DC receiver-—
use .005-4F ceramic disc capacitors in series
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C BGrabber-

with each lead to the converter to prevent
electrical shock.

For best results, use a rooftop CB whip
fed with coax to J1 and a good external
ground. Strong signals may be received with
an inside antenna. Even a TV antenna can
be used with some results.

For long or continuous use, a larger ex-
ternal 9-volt battery can be connected to the
converter in place of the internal 9-volt
battery.

How It Works. CB signals are coupled
from the antenna (via coax connector J1)
to tap 1 on LI. Refer to the schematic
diagram. Coil L1 and CI-C2 are a broadly
tuned circuit centered at 27 MHz. The sig-
nals are coupled from tap 2 on L1 to the

low-impedance base circuit of Q1. Transis-
tor Q1 is also a tuned oscillator—Ilook at its
collector circuit in the schematic diagram.
The oscillator circuit (1.2, C3, C4, CS and
C6) is varied in frequency by tuning capaci-
tor C3 and trimmer C5. Ceramic tubular
capacitor C4, in series with C3, limits the
capacitance variation possible with C3. Out-
put frequency is set by C5 and L3.

The tuning capacitor adjusts the oscillator
frequency to about 1550 kHz above the fre-
quency of the incoming CB signals. This
frequency difference is actually the first IF
of this dual-conversion setup. (The second
IF is that inside the broadcast receiver.)
The first IF generated, in the collector cir-
cuit of Ql, is coupled (via L3 through J2)
to the BC-band receiver input.

Battery B1 supplies power to the circuit—
switch S1 controls it.

Constru¢tion. The converter, as shown
in the illustrations, is built on a 6x33%4 x2-in.

tor that converts 27-MHz
signals at J1 into 1550-
kHz signals at J2. Grab-
ber must be used with
a broadcast-band receiver.

PARTS LIST FOR

B1-—9-volt battery (see text)

C1, C6—47-pF, ceramic disc capacitor, NPO

C2, C5~—1-12 pF, mica trimmer capacitor
(ARCO 420 or equiv.)

C3—1-15 pF variable capacitor, modified—
one rotor blade removed (E. F. Johnson
149-1)

C4—10-pF ceramic tubular capacitor, NPO

C7—100-pF ceramic disc capacitor, NPO

C8, C9, C10—.005-uF ceramic disc capacitor

J1, J2—Phono jacks, one-hole mounting (Ra-
dio Shack 274-346 or equiv.)

L1—10 turns AWG 18 solid wire, V4-in. dia.,
spaced to 1-in., tapped at 1 turn and 3
turns from ground end (see drawing and
text)

L2—Primary, 9 turns AWG 18 solid wire, V5~
in. dia., spaced to 1 in., tapped 3V, turns
from low end (see drawing and text}; sec-

WISE INDICATED
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THE CB GRABBER

ondary, 2 turns AWG 18 solid wire, 1,-in.
dia., spaced to 3/10-in. and covered with
plastic sleeving (positioned V4-in. from L2
primary cold end (see text and drawing).

L3—Adjustable antenna coil (J. W. Miller
6300}, modified, 5 turns AWG 22 hook-up
wire wound as secondary winding (see text
and drawing)

Q1—2N1180 transistor (RCA)

R1—4700-ohm, V,-watt resistor

R2—2700-ohm, 4 -watt resistor

R3—1000-0hm, V,-watt resistor

$1—S.p.s.t. toggle switch (Radio Shack 275-
602 or equiv.)

1—6 x 3% x 2-in. phenolic box and perf-
board (Radio Shack 270-097 or equiv.)
Misc.—Push-in terminals for perf-board, alu-
minum for brackets, wire, solder, battery

connector, machine screws and nuts, etc.
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phenolic box with a perforated phenolic
board top. Most of the resistors, capacitors
and coils are mounted on the perf-board
using push-in terminals. The tuning capaci-
tor is mounted at the front of the box and
input and output connectors J1 and J2 are
mounted at the rear. A few easy-to-make
aluminum brackets are used. The 9-volt bat-
tery, B!, is mounted inside the box.

To start construction, remove the perf-
board panel from the box and set it aside.
Drill a V2-in. hole through the center of one
side of the phenolic box. This hole is for S1.
When mounting SI use an internal-tooth
lock washer between the switch body and
the phenolic case. Using the internal-tooth
lock washer this way prevents the switch
from turning easily after the nut has been
tightened (not too tight) on the shaft.

Any 9-volt battery that will fit into the
box can be used. Here a NEDA 1604 was
mounted to the rear of the box with the leads

connected to S1 and brought out through a
hole in the rear of the box. The larger the
battery, the longer it will last (the 8.4-volt
mercury batteries will last longer than car-
bon-zinc types). Make sure the battery i8
mounted securely and that there is at least
V4-in. clearance to the bottom of the perf-
board panel.

Watch Where You Put It! The sizes of
the mounting brackets for the tuning capaci-
tor and jacks are not critical, but their
placement is critical. The tuning capacitor
C3 should be mounted so that its bottom is
approximately Va-in. above the pert-board.
The jacks J1 and J2 should be mounted ap-
proximately V4 -in. above the perf-board also.
Position the tuning capacitor and jack brack-
ets exactly as shown in the photo. The
brackets are mounted with two screws and
nuts for each bracket in holes drilled in the
box front and rear sides. For easier tuning,
remove one plate from the rotor of tuning
capacitor C3.
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Lay out and mount parts,
soldering them to push-in (flea-
clip) terminals, as shown in the
iltustration. Parts placement  is
critical because of the high oper-
ating frequency of the converter.

Before mounting QI, locate
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as shown in the schematic dia-
gram and photos. Do not con-
nect the leads from the battery
and S1 to the circuit wiring until
all of the other wiring is com-
pleted and checked. Keep the
wiring straight and as short as
possible. Connect the taps on the
coils as shown in the diagrams.
Use stranded wire with a little

slack bent in for the connections
to C3 and the push-in terminal.
This minimizes any microphon-
i ics while tuning C3. Make sure
that the L2 secondary turns are

-,%;2;1 wound in the same direction as
o the L2 primary turns.

Alignment. Tune your BC-
band receiver to a quiet spot on
the dial as near to 1550 kHz

/ /i
R3 R1  PUSH-IN OR
FLEA CLIP

TERMINAL

as possible. Don’t tune too close
to any strong signal, as this will
interfere with the operation of
the CB Grabber—especially if

JANUARY, 1971
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CBGrabber

the BC-band receiver does not have a shield-
ed input with antenna and ground connec-
tions.

Connect a signal generator to J1 and con-
nect the output from J2 to the BC-band
receiver (see earlier text covering Operation).
Adjust the signal generator output frequency
(about 1550 kHz) for maximum output from
the BC-band receiver. Now set SI to ON
and adjust the tuning slug in L3 for maxi-
mum tone output from the BC-band receiver.

Rotate the tuning capacitor almost to its
full capacitance position. Set the signal gen-
erator output frequency to 27 MHz. Now
alternately adjust trimmer capacitors C2 and
C5 until you hear the 27-MHz tone-modu-
lated signal from the BC-band receiver. Ad-
just the trimmers for maximum tone output.
If necessary push together or stretch apart
the turns of coil L1 and the primary of 1.2.

Make sure the oscillator is operating at
a frequency above the incoming CB fre-
quency. Tune the signal generator for the
IF image signal—it should be near to the
30-MHz calibration on the signal generator.
If an image frequency cannot be found tune
the signal generator to about 25.5 MHz.
Should the signal be heard at this point you
must retune trimmer C5. Readjust CS, turn-
ing the adjusting screw to increase the os-
cillator frequency—readjust the signal gen-
erator to check the frequency of the oscilla-
tor in the CB converter.

€10 ¢

R3 R2 R1

Here's the completed CB Grabber, all hooked
up and rarin’ to go. Needed: an antenna into
jack J1, a lead to a BCB set from jack J2.

CB CHANNELS AND FREQUENCIES

Freq. Freq.
Channel (MHz) |Channel (MHz)
1 26.965 13 27.115
2 26.975 14 27.125
3 26.985 15 27.135
4 27.005 16 27.155
5 27.015 17 27.165
6 27.025 18 27.175
7 27.035 19 27.185
8 27.055 20 27.205
9 27.065 21 27.215
10 27.075 22 27.225
11 27.085 23 27.255
12 27.105

For those willing to beg, borrow, or buy an
accurate RF signal generator, here are exact
frequencies in MHz for all the 23 CB channels.

After adjustment with the signal genera-
tor, connect an antenna to J! and loosely
couple the signal generator to the converter
by connecting a lead from the generator out-
put alongside the coil L1. Set the tuning
capacitor C3 to its full capacitance position
and adjust the signal generator to 26.965
MHz. Tune C3 slightly for the signal, if
necessary, then adjust the signal generator
to 27.255 MHz and tune C3 to near mini-
mum capacitance until you hear the signal.
If you cannot spread the CB band out like
this, increase the value of C4.

An uncalibrated dial was used for the CB
Grabber, but a cardboard calibrated dial can
be used with the channels indicated. You
can style the dial or the entire CB Grabber
to suit your needs.

No Sig Gen? If you do not have a signal
generator, connect an antenna to J1 and
vary C2 and Cé6 for loudest signals in the
CB frequencies. As a starter you can use
a CB handie-talkie. Have someone hold
down the Transmit switch while you make
adjustments. Move the transceiver further
and further away as you make the adjust-
ments. Have your helper hold the Transmit
switch down for 10 or 15 seconds then wait
several minutes before repeating adjustments.
This gives others a chance to make use of
the frequencies. After your helper has
moved 20 or 30 feet away from the con-
verter and you can still hear the transmis-
sions loud and clear you’ll have to rely on
CBers’ broadcasts for a signal. This may be
a tedious process since these signals are on
and off. But a signal generator is best. &
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0 Are you just itching to key that rig? Most
Novices are. Trouble is, most people who are
dving to get on the air nced a little bit more
code practice before they can take the exam
and grab their ticket.

The No-Ticket Rig is designed with pre-
cisely this in mind. And while you won’t DX
(legally) any further than your front porch,
you will have an AM transmitter that can
pop the dils and dahs into your portable
radio with no trouble at all. In fact, you will
he amazed at how loud and clear the signals
are. A more pleasant way to bone up on
theory simply ain’t to be found.

Circuit Operation. Transistor Ql, resistor
R1, and audio transformer T1 comprise an
oscillator circuit that produces a constant
audio tone. The base of Q1 is forward biased
through R1, while the emitter is forward
biased through the secondary of TI: as a

Janvary, 1971

Here’s 4 bucks worth

of transmitter
that says
you can get
on the air, now!

By Steve Daniels, WB2GIF

result. the transistor conducts heavily.

When the transformer’s core is saturated,
current flow stops, and the transistor is cut
off when the magnetic field in the core re-
verses. This cycle repeats itself at a rate
determined by T1, QI, and R1.

The audio signal from T1 is injected into
the RF stage through the emitter of Q2, and
resistor R2 which also supplies the base bias
for Q2. This RF oscillator is similar to the
audio stage except that an autotransformer
is used rather than a coil having two separate
windings. The lower half of L1 augments
the forward bias to Q2.

The modulated RF carrier appears at the
collector of Q2 where it is coupled to a long-
wire antenna. The signal can be picked up by
any ncarby AM radio.

Construction. A 13 -in. square chip of
perf board should provide enough space for
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all components. The adjust-
able antenna coil (loopstick)
is mounted on one side of
the case. You can use a larger
board should things be too
cramped, but all leads must
be kept as s/ort as possible.

Wire the RF stage (Q2)
first and bring out three leads
for the loopstick. You will
have to trim these to size
later on. Then wire the audio
oscillator, leaving an inch or
so between L1’s windings and
T1. The core of the driver transformer may
become over-saturated if these components
are too close together.

Note that transistors QI and Q2 are not
critical and that substitutes are available
(see Parts List). Remember that the value
of R2 (and perhaps R1) may require ad-
justing when a substitution is made.

When all the parts are mounted and wired,
your key should be connected in series with
the battery connector; it operates as a switch
to bring power into the circuit. That nice
twisted pair of leads in the author’s model
was obtained by securing two hookup wires
in a vise and attaching the remaining leads
to an electric drill. Turn on the drill for a
few seconds and you have a cable.

To mount the antenna coil, start by drill-

Few components make for lotsa fun.

BEGINNER'S KEY

the metal collar snaps snugly in place when
the coil is pushed in. Make sure that the perf
board, loopstick, and battery fit easily into
the case. Connections should be as rugged
as possible.

Adjustment. With the battery connected
(for better voltage regulation and longer life,
a mercury battery can be used), attach a
long-wire antenna (between 3 to 6 ft) to
terminal 1 of the loopstick and close the
case. Screw your key shut (for a constant
tone) and tune across the BC band until you
pick up your rig’s signal. Adjust the slug
of L1 to get the tone on a quiet part of the
band. There’s no point in trying to copy
through QRM.

If the audio tone is too low, add C, to the
circuit as shown, Any value between .01 to

ing a Y4-in. hole and then ream it out until .02 uF should do the trick. o
YFANI
02
2N270
-
R3 3K g |
= g
N[C2 10 S
/1ot =
IB1 !
|
*gvll_’m /z i
3
40-300uH

B1—9-V battery (Burgess 2U6 or equiv.)—
see text

€1, C2—.01-uF disc capacitor

€3—390-pF disc capacitor

Cx—See text

L1—40-300 uH, miniature BCB antenna coil
(Lafayette 34T8749 or equiv.)

Q1—Pnp germanium transistor (RCA, GE 2N-
404; HEP-739 or equiv.)

Q2—Pnp germanium transistor (RCA 2N270;
HEP-632 or equiv.)

R1, R2—33,000-0hm, V,-watt 5% resistor

PARTS LIST FOR NO-TICKET RIG

R3—3000-ohm, Y;-watt 5% resistor

T1—10,000-ohm pri., 2000-ohm (CT} sec.,
miniature audio transformer (Lafayette 99-
T6126 or equiv.)

1—3 ‘/4 x2 1/3X1 1/3-in.
9978077 or equiv.)

utility box (Lafayette

Misc.—Telegraph key (Lafayette 9972554 or
equiv.), battery connector (Cinch-Jones 5D,
Allied’ 18C5184; Lafayette 9976287 or
equiv.), perf board, push-in terminals, knob,
wire, hardware, solder, etc.

ScIENCE aND ELECTRONICS



Cast your ballot for a successful future!

66 I1CS COURSES

You get the widest choice from ICS—the
most experienced and respected inde-
pendent study school. Check the list.
(Also available, programs tailored to
your special needs.) You receive indi-
vidual instruction, plus success-proved

Automobile Engine
Tune-Up

Introduction to
Programming the 1BM
System/360 Computer

LEADERS IN THE ICS SUCCESS PARADE...

Radio-TV Servicin
Architectural Drafting
High School Courses
High School
quivalency

Real Eslate S: hi
Salesmanship

Sales Management
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Basic Supervision
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Industrial Supervision

facts and theory you can apply immedi-
ately. Mastery of subject is assured. No

skimping. You earn your dipioma.

Why mark time when you can mark
the coupon and get a fast, sure fix on

your best course to success.

Pressure-Vessel and Tank
Print Reading

Sheel Metal Layou! for
Air Conditioning

Structural Drafting

ELECTRICAL
Electnical Englgeenng

ption
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Electrical Appliance Ser.
EIec(ncaI Appliance Ser.

Business Administration Refrigeration and ‘and Sales
Accounting Air Conditioning Modern Woman as a
Civil Engineering Aircraft and Power Plant Supervisor
Practical Electrician Mechanics [ »
= P Labor Rel.
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Accounting (U.S.A.) —Magaz upervision
Accounting (Canadian) —Atuertising Layout and CHEMICAL

Accounting for Business
Programmers

Accounting for Man'g'm’t
Decisions

Auditing

Busmess Law (US.A)

Canadian Business Courses

Cost Accountin

CPA Review (US.A)

General Accounting

Income Tax (U.S.A.)

Induslrial Accounting

Junior A i

Interior Decorating
0il Painting for Pleasure
Show Card and Sign Prod.
Show Card Writing
Sign Painting & Designing
Sketching and Painting
AUTOMOTIVE
Automatic Transmission
Specialist
Automobite A
Condmomng Specuahsl

Office Accounting
Practical Accounting
Public Accounting
Small Business
Accounting (U.S.A))
Starting and Managing a
Small Bookkeeping
Service (U.S.A.)

ARCHITECTURE

AND BUILDING

Architectural Drawing
and Designing

Architecture

Bulldmg Centractor

Buildin

Rebmldmg{& Refmshm

Automobite Engine Tune-Up

Automohile Mechanic

Automabile Technician

Diesel-Gas Motor Vehicle
Engines

BUSINESS

Advertisin

Business Administration

Business Practice (Cond.)

Canadian Business Course

Direct Mail and Mail Order
Advertising

Industriai Psychology

Inventory gcntrol

Bulldmg Inspector
Building Maintenance
Carpenter-Builder
Carpentry and Millwork
Fundamentals of
Urban Planning
House Planning and
Interior Design
Mason  Painting Contractor
Reading Arch. Blueprints
Review in Architectural
Design and Practice
Review of Mechanical
Systems in Buildings

ART

Amateur Artist
Commercial Art
Commercial Cartooning

ICS

International

Correspondence

Schools

Division of Intext

ICS, Scranton, Pa. 18515

Canadian residents:
Send couponto Scranton. Our
afiliate in Canada wili reply.
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Adverlising
Managing a Retail Business,
Managing a Small Store
Marketing Management
Marketing Research
Modern Exec. Management
Office Automation
Office

Chemical Analyst
Chemical Engineering
Chemical Laboratory Techn.
Chemicaj Process Equip.
Design & Dperation
Chemical Process Operator
Elements of Nuclear Energy
General Chemistry
Instrumental Laboratory
Analysis

CIVIL ENGINEERING
Civil Engineering
Construction Eng'r'g Tech.
Highway Engineering Tech.
Principles of Surveymg
Reading Highway BI' pr'ls
Reading Structural Bl'pr'ts
Sanitary Engineering Tech.
Sewage Plant Operator
Structural Eng'r'g Tech.
Surveying and Mapping
Water Works Operator

COLLEGE COURSES
American History
Calculus Economics

COMPUTERS

COBOL Programming

Fortran Programming for
Engineers

Programming for Digital
Computers

Progsamming the I1BM
140t Computer

Programming the IBM
lSys(em/3_60 Computer,

Purchasing Agent
Retail & Local Advertising
Retaii Bus. Management
Retail Merchandising
Retail Sellin
Systems an
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BUSINESS: SALES
Creative Salesmanship
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DRAFTING

Aiscraft Drafting
Architectural Drafting
Design Drafting

Drafting Technology
Etectrical Drafting
Etectronic Drafting
Introductory Mech Drafting
Mechanical Drafting

with E Training
Electrical Contractor
Etectrical Engineering Tech.
Electrical Home Maint.
Etectrical Home Maint.

with Equipment Training
Electrical instrument Tech.
Electric Motor Repairman
Industrial Electrical Tech.
Industrial Electrician
Power-Line Design
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Power Plant Operator
—Hydro Option
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ENGINEERING
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Chemicat ~ Civil  Electrical
Industrial Mechanical
Sanitary Structural

ENQLISH AND WRITING
Better Business Writing
College English
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English for Spanish (U.S.A.)
Free Lance Wriling for
Fun and Profit
Introductory Tech. Writing
Modern Letter Writing
Practical English
Reading Improvement
Short Story Writing
HIGH SCHOOL
High School Business
High School (Canadian)
High School General
High School Mathematics
High School Secretarial
ngh School Vocational
High School College
Preparatory—Arts
High School College Prep—
Engineermg and Science
Preparatory Cousse for High
School Equivalency Test

MACHINE SHOP

PRACTICE

Grinder Operator

Industrial Metallurgy

Lathe Operator

Machine Shop Inspection

Machine Shop Practice

Metaliurgical Eng'r'g Tech.

Mumcran Malnlenance
Mech:

Praclncal Mlllwnghhng

Readmg Shop Prints

Tool & Die Making

Tool Engineering Tech.
Welding Engineering Tech,
Welding Process
MATHEMATICS

Ad 4 Math

Practical Plumbing

Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning Servicing

PULP AND PAPER

Paper Machine Operator

Paper Making _ Pulp Making

Pulp & Paper Eng'r'g Tech,

SECRETARIAL .

Clerk-Typist Commercial

'enrelary, Engineering

ec'y, Legal  Sec'y, Medical

Secretary. Professional

horthand Stenographic

Typewriting

STEAM AND

DIESEL POWER

Boller Inspector

Math and Mechanics for
Engineering Technicians
Math and Physics for
Engineering Technicians
Modern Elementary Statistics
MECHANICAL
Mechanical Engineering
Aircraft and Power
Plant Mechanic
Hydvaulic and Pneumatic

lnduslnal Engmeenngh
tndustrial Eng'r'g Tec
Industrial Instr

tal Building Eng'r
Power Plant Engineering
Stationary Diesel Engines
Stationary Fireman
Stationary Steam Eng'r'g
TEXTILES

Carding and Spinning
Dyeing and Finishing
Loom Fixing

Textile Designing

Textile Mill Superintendenl
Textite Mill Supervision
TRAFFIC

Motor Traffic Management

Machine Design
Quality Control
Safety Engineering Tech.
Tool Design
Vibration Analysis
and Control
PETROLEUM
Natural Gas Production
and Transmission
Qit Weli Technoiogy
Petroleum Production
Operator
Petroleum Production
Engineersing Technology
Petroleum Refinery Oper.
PLASTICS
Design of Plastic Products
Plastics Technician
PLUMBING, HEATING
AND AtR CONDITIONING
Air Conditioning
Air Conditioning Maint.
Domestic Heating with
Gas and Oi
Heating
Heatmg & Air Conditioning
with Drawun%
Indust ial Air ondn'l’rlmmg
bi

5

ng
Plumhmg gnd Heahng
Plumbing & Heating Est.

Traffic
TV-RADIO-ELECTRONICS
Electronics Technician
Fundamentals of Electronic
Computers
General Electronics
General Electronics with
Equipment Training
HI-FI Stereo and Sound
System Servicing
Industrial Electronics
Industrial Electronics Tech.
Numerical Control
Electronics & Maint.
Radio & TV Servicing
Radio & TV Servicing with
Equipment Training
Telephony

APPROVED FOR
VETERANS FOR
TUITION REFUND
Accredited member,
National Home Study
Counecil.

Easy pay-as-you-learn
plan.

Special rates to members
U.S. Armed Forces.
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sample text demonstrating famous ICS method. and your catalog for

Miss
Mrs.
Mr.

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY —ICS, SCRANTON, PA. 18515

N4884K

(Print name of course. See list.)

Age

Address

Zip Code.

City

Occupation ——— . ____Employed by

State___

Working Hour

AM. to

P.M.

57



58

CetulntdeN G alasleN

Wireless
Recetving
Apparahus

By Zirt Trauffer

b
i
-

DUAL-SLIDE TUNING CONTROL
FULLY ADJUSTABLE CATSWHISKER
SUPER-SENSITIVE CRYSTAL

B Lots of nostalgia and a little elbow grease
are all that’s needed to build this replica
of a genuine “Wireless Receiving Apparatus”
of the early days. Though much used in
the spark gap transmitter days for receiving
code, this type of receiver is still a good per-
former for broadcast reception in areas
whnere a great deal of selectivity is not re-
quired. And, you'll have fun “tickling the
galena” for a sensitive spot!

The historic slide-coil tuning method pro-
vides continuous variations in inductance
without the use of coil taps or variable ca-
pacitors. The “catwhisker and galena” de-
tector is styled after the famous 50¢ detector
sold by Hugo Gernsback’s company (Electro
Importing Co.) 50 years ago. The phone
condenser is a wood replica of the famous
Murdock No. 358 Receiving Condenser,
now a rare collector’s item.

Two-Slide Tuning Coil. The drawings
and photos show the details for the 2-slide
tuning coil. The author’s coil form was a
7%-in. long piece of 2%-in. OD plastic
rolling pin covered with black *“Contact”
adhesive plastic material—but you may find
a Bakelite or fiber tube that size.

Enameled copper wire (#22) is used for

winding the coil, then the enamel is care-
fully sanded off with fine sandpaper along
the slider paths. (In the old days, they used
green silk-covered copper wire for tuning
coils, but since you may not be able to find
this any more, white cotton-covered wire
dyed green could be used. If this route is
taken, be sure to give the winding a coat of
shellac before sanding off the cotton insu-
lation for the slider paths.) Also, make the
sliders smooth so they don’t cut grooves in
the wire of the coil.

Crystal Detector. Check the drawings
and photo for details on making the crystal
detector. For the crystal holder, the author
used an electrical fixture known as a %- to
Va-adapter having a knurled outer surface,
but you can use any brass cup of similar
size, or turn one on a metal lathe.

When mounting the cup on the wood
baseboard, use a screw the right length so
you can put a compression spring between
the cup and baseboard—this allows the cup
to be revolved one full turn. If you make
your own cup, drill the bottom mounting
hole a little off-center so the cup revolves on
an eccentric.

The author used #26 brass wire for the
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Wire up your old-time wireless

receiving apparatus as shown

in schematic. Parts in this rig

aren’t critical and substitutions |, 01
can be made as required.

MATERIALS LIST FOR RECEIVING APPARATUS

1—9 V4 x6 VaxVz-in. hardwood for baseboard

MATERIALS FOR TUNING COIL

2—33x3xV3-in. hardwood for coil end pieces

1—2Y, OD by 7 ¥-in. long coil form (plastic,
fiber, cardboard)

1—Spool #22 enameled copper wire

2—7/32-in. sq. by 8%-in. long brass tubes
for slider tracks

1—1, -in. sq. brass tube for sliders

1—4-in. long by 3VY-in. wide by 1/64-in.
thick spring brass for sliders

2—8/32xV,-in. rh brass machine screws for
sliders

2—Knobs for sliders

2—1/;-in. thick compoboard disc (outside disc
dia. to equal inside dia. of coil form)

2—8/32x1-in, rh brass machine screws with
hex nuts and ornamental nuts to fit

2—14~in. long rh steel wood screws

1—8/32x1V,-in. rh brass machine screw with
hex nut and ornamental screw

1—34-in. long rh steel wood screw

4—1-in. long fh steel wood screws

MATERIALS FOR REPLICA OF MURDOCK

NO. 358 PHONE CONDENSER

1—254x1 VaxV,-in. hardwood block

2—8/32x1-in. rh brass machine screws with

PHONES

washers, hex nuts and ornamental nuts to fit

2— 7 -in. long fh steel wood screws

MATERIALS FOR CRYSTAL DETECTOR

1—1V4 x¥%-in. dia. brass rod

1—1Vax Vs -in. dia. brass rod

1—Knob to fit 6/32 threads on catwhisker
holder

1—2-in. length of small gauge brass wire for
catwhisker

1—8/32x ¥ -in. rh brass machine screw

1—5, to V4 adapter for electrical fixtures (see
illus. and text)

T—6-32x % -in. rh brass screw

1—VY,-28 by about ¥~in. rh brass machine
screw (see text)

4—Small rubber tack bumpers for bottom of
baseboard

CIRCUIT COMPONENTS

C1—.0003-vF capacitor

D1—Mounted galena or silicon crystal (Avail-
able from Modern Radio Labs., 12041 Sheri-
don Lane, Garden Grove, Calif. 92640 at
75¢ ea., postpaid.)

Misc.—Hookup wire, solder, shellac or varnish,
etc.

NOTE: rh is round head, fh is flat head.

ENAMEL SCRAPED OFF FOR SLIDER PATH

GROUND POST & SQUARE x 8% IN.LU#SBERASS

1
-%IN. SQUARE BRASS TUBES L

BINDING POST NUT ~ SLIBER fRACKS FOR SLIDES

HEX NUT i roxe—% IN. LONG SCREW
8-32 x 1 IN.MACH%gE S f:
SCREW TWISTED INTO —— “ .
HDLE WITH HEAD SE} i L . —END PIECE
END D!SC FOR L1 — A i | e o foe L

LW§ —— = =
ANTENNA POST 1 GREEs e s [N LN SCREW
8-32 x 15 IN. VA | 2 |N. LONG SCREW
MACHINE SCREW ———1 N
ENO OF COIL —— i N = S
1o p1ECE i i //1 IN. LONG SCREW
LEAD TO OETECTOR ~ EQTIS—"KER Il Ir\[ SOLOER b1 BASE

1N SCREH/‘ B —r—

UL
g i
Gzt =
RUBBER FOOT i /r H =
1

BASE T
EARPHONE POSTS  *

IN. LONG
SCREW

é;i ! RUBBER FOOT

CRYSTAL HOLDER > .
s 8-32 x ¥ IN. SCREW WITH WASHER

WASHER (SEE TEXT)

Assemble the finished coil, sliders, crystal, and condenser following detail drawing above.

JANUARY, 1971

59



60

SOLOER

%N, Long
HACKSAW CUT
6-32 THREAUS\
B S— o R

BRASS ROD §
8-32 THREADS

&m,

6-32 x & IN. "SCREW

IN. DIA. x 17 IN.

6-32 THREADS
~— CRYSTAL HOLDER

<~ 28 THREADS

INSULATED BINDING POST KNOB
-32 x & IN. MACHINE SCREW

/?(/HEAU FILED FLAT

—,* . SOUARE 1 . LONG
’Tm WIOE x & IN. THICK SPRING BRASS
., 1NSULATED KNDB TO FIT

S LINDIA, x 1IN, LONG BRASS ROD

BORE HOLE SLIGHTLY SMALLER THAN DIAMETER OF BRASS ROD

Construction of sliders is shown
at top. Below are details for
making adjustable catwhisker
assembly. Catwhisker wire is
soldered to end of eighth-inch
rod after rod is mounted in
holder. Here, too, variations
can be made as required.

catwhisker, but steel, phosphor bronze, and
tungsten wires were also used in the old
days. The business end of the catwhisker
wire should be pointed with a file. For the
detector, you can use a mounted galena or
silicon crystal.

Phone Condenser. Next, make the wood
replica of the historic Murdock No. 358 Re-
ceiving Condenser used across the ear-
phones. The wood block is gouged out on
the under side and a small .0003-uF ceramic
disc capacitor is inserted and wired to the
binding posts, as shown. Actually, this phone
capacitor does very little good and can be
left out if desired, in which case simply use

TOP VIEW
1IN, HOLE
Sy {2 REQ.)
P #7 DRILL AKD
© : COUNTERSINK
s P
S

¥ IN.HOLE FOR BINDING
POST SCR
(2 REQ.)

. BINDING POST NUT
.—HEX NUT

o S &l

SIDE VIEW
8-32x1 IN. MACHINE SCREW

Replica of Murdock phone condenser is made
from a wood block drilled to hold a smali
disc capacitor and phone binding posts. After
block has been cut out, drilled, and sanded,
paint it flat black for antique appearance.

the wood block as a nostalgic dummy to con-
nect the earphones to.

Hooking It Up. Wire the unit as shown
in the schematic diagram. To make a neat
job, most of the wiring is done underneath
the baseboard. The wire lead from the “an-
tenna” post and the start of the coil go
through the baseboard via a small hole, as

GROUND L1

SLIDING
CONTACTS

ANTENNA
EARPHONES

1
Completed receiving apparatus is good per-
former when outdoor antenna and ground

are connected. It looks pretty snazzy, too.

doces the lead from one of the slides.

It possible, use a long outdoor antenna,
a cold water pipe ground, and a pair of sensi-
tive high-impedance magnetic earphones (or
crystal phones) for best results. The clips
shown holding the earphone cord tips to the
phone condenser binding posts is another old
Murdock trick. Similar clips can readily be
made from a couple of strips of light sheet-
metal.

The finished unit works quite well and
makes a decorative showpiece as well. And
for the old-timers in the crowd, this one
should bring back many fond remem-
brances. |
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Here's a two-for-one BCB project! In addition to
trying your hand with a reflex circuit, you

wind up with a universal B-plus power supply.
by Charles Green, W6FFQ

[0 Everyone is interested in getting something for nothing. How would you, as
an experimenter, like to work with a circuit that gives the performance of four
tubes but uses only two? It’s easy if you use a reflex circuit, which was popular
in the early days of radio when vacuum tubes and components were much more
costly than they are now. Experimenting with reflex circuits is still interesting.
By constructing our Twofer-Flex you can determine first hand how to achicve
efficient circuits with fewer components.

Two for One. A tube can simultaneously amplify two different frequencies,
such as RF and AF, if proper filtering is used. In this way we make one tube
do the work of two.

The Twofer-Flex uses the reflex principle in a two-tube broadcast band receiver.

(Continued overleaf)

DEIECTOR  PONER AP Block diagram
STAG STAGE showing signal
flow and multiple
function of tubes

in reflex circuit.
First tube serves
both as an RF
and then as an
DETECTED AUDIO | AF amplifier. Sec-
TRANSF ORMER ond tube serves
AMPLIFIED AUDIO as detector and
output.

JANUARY, 1971
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TWOFER-FLEX

By referring to the block diagram, you
can see that a pentode (V1) acts both as
an untuned RF amplifier and as an AF
amplifier. The triode half (V2A) of the
6BM8 tube serves as a plate detector and
the pentode half (V2B) of this tube is the
AF power amplifier, which delivers sufficient
power to drive the speaker.

Construction. We built the Twofer-Flex

R

on two identical chassis, one containing the
power supply and the other containing the
RF breadboard. The power supply employs
a conventional half-wave circuit, using a
silicon diode and RC filtering. In addition
to supplying high DC plate voltages, it also
furnishes the 6.3 VAC for the tube heaters.
Note that the speaker is mounted on the
power-supply chassis.

The RF breadboard is constructed on a
standard perforated board employing push-in
terminals to mount the components to the

T

T

168M8 |c11
7 EL
Al .
i
= 04 7uF -
ggo 600V
2 W
MY ==
R
1MEG
100 =
B S— 1 Y
I smmm m Tnk_"bﬂ
T T T T S, T T A T T T TS T T T T T T T T T T T =
6.3 VAC  HEATER GND B+2 841 SPKR
(POWER SUPPLY) PERTER i P

PARTS LIST FOR TWOFER-FLEX RF BREADBOARD

Cl, €9—470-pF, 1000-V ceramic disc capac-
itor

C2, C5—1000-pF, 100-V ceramic disc copac-
itor

C3, C7—10-uF, 15-V electrolytic capacitor

C4—..25-uF, 200-V paper capaciter

C6—365-pF variable capacitor (J.W. Miller
2111 or equiv.)

C8, C10-—.01-uF, 1000-V ceramic disc capac-
itor

C11—.47-uF, 600-V paper capacitor

J1—Phono jack ({Switchcraft 3501F jack or
equiv.)
P1—Octal plug with cable connector shell

(Amnhenol 78R58 or equiv.}
L2—2.4-mH RF choke (J.W. Miller 4666 or
equiv.)
R1, R6—100,000-0hm, Va-watt resistor
R2—1000-0hm, 4 -watt resistor
R3—>500,000-0chm audio taper potentiometer
{Mallory U-48-1 or equiv.)
R4, R7—220,000-0hm, V4-watt resistor

R5—68,000-0hm, Vs-watt resistor

R8-—1-megohm 14 -watt resistor

R9—220-ohm, 1-watt resistor

L1—Broadcast band RF coil (J.W. Miller 20RF
or equiv.)

T2—Output transformer, 5000-ohm pri.
3.2-ohm sec. {Allied 54C2064 or equiv.)

V1—6AU6 tube

V2-—6BM8 tube

1—7 x 4V, -in. slide rule dial (J.W. Miller SL-
16 or equiv.)

1—7-pin miniature printed circuit socket (La-
fayette 3378712 or equiv.)

1—9-pin_miniature printed circuit socket {La-
fayette 3378713 or equiv.)

2—Aluminum chassis, 5 x 7 x 2-in. (Bud AC-
402 or equiv.)

1—5 x 7-in. bottom plate for power supply
chassis {Bud BPA1589 or equiv.)

to

Misc.—Push-in terminals, knobs, hook-up wire,
hardware, solder, etc.

i

e

st

i

iR

5
Science aNp ELECTRONICS



board and to make the circuit connections
to them. The full chassis width slide-rule
dial, which is mounted on the front of the
aluminum chassis base, serves both as a front
panel and as an RF shield. Power for the RF
breadboard as well as the AF from the out-
put stage of the receiver is conveyed between
the two chassis by a cable harness that is
permanently wired to the RF board and
plugged into the power-supply chassis.

JANUARY, 1971

CABLE HARNESS

Top and bottom views of RF chassis showing
components and layout of chassis for
efficient wiring. If your finished unit

looks like the author’s, it should work fine.

Let’s get the hard work done first. Then
the balance of the construction project will
be easy and will add to the pleasure of build-
ing a receiver, learning about new circuits,
and achicving a job well done.

RF Chassis. The top surface of the RF
aluminum chassis is cut out to provide a
clear mounting space for the perforated
board containing the components for the RF
portion. Cut out the top of the 5 x 7 x 2-in.
aluminum chassis, leaving a Y2-in. flange all
around. Slit the flange on the front edge of
the chassis 1%2-in. from each end and bend
up two tabs, which are used to mount the
slide-rule dial, as shown in our photo. Our
chassis has two extra ¥-in. holes .in the
front of the chassis 1%2-in. from each end
for future experimentation. These are not
required for the Twofer-Flex receiver; there-
fore, it is not necessary to drill them.

Cut a 5 x 7-in. section of perforated board
and mount it to the top flange of the chassis,
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using sheet metal screws. Drill holes, if
needed, to mount the recelver components
1o the perforated board.

Wiring and layout are critical even though
the receiver operates in the broadcast band.
For best results, follow the photos for the
nost convenient component layout.

A 2 x 1Y4-in. aluminum strip is fastened
to the front of the frame of tuning capacitor
C6. This assembly is then fastened to a
Y2 x V2 x |V4-in. aluminum angle section
that has been mounted on the top of the
front flange of the chassis. Mounting holes in
the angle section to which this assembly is
fastened are slotted in order to adjust the
position of C6 for proper alignment with the
slide rule dial hub.

The tube sockets are mounted on the
perforated board with push-in terminals
which are then soldered to the socket con-
tact lugs. Position the sockets as shown in
photo. If printed-circuit type sockets are not
available, standard chassis mounting sockets
can be used by cutting off the mounting
flange or shell.

Cable Harness. Make up the cable
harness by twisting and 1aping together
18-in. lengths of stranded hook-up wire,
using colors shown in the schematic dia-
grams. Feed one end of the harness through
a hole in the rear of the chassis base, knot
it so that it will not slip out of the hole, and
connect the various colored leads to the
components. The free end of the cable

Rear view of RF chassis pointing out the
various parts of the dial assembly and de-
tailing the stringing of the dial cord.

harness is soldered to an 8-prong plug fol-
lowing the color code and pin arrangement
of the schematic. A word of warning—be
sure to slip the protective cover for the plug
over the harness before soldering the wire
leads to the plug pins.

Power Supply.  The power supply,
which is constructed on a 5 x 7 x 2-in. chassis
identical to the RF chassis, is protected from
accidental shorts by a 5 x 7-in. aluminum
bottom plate. Small components are mount-
ed on a terminal board and then to the chas-

PARTS LIST FOR
TWOFER-FLEX POWER SUPPLY

C12A, B, C—Triple-section 40-30-20uF, 150-
VDC electrolytic capacitor (Sprague TVL.
3438 or equiv.)

C13—5000-pF, 1000-V ceramic disc capacitor

D1—1N2070 silicon diode

F1—1-amp pigtail fuse

I1—Neon lamp assembly (Dialco 52-0463 and
NE-51H lamp, panel mounting or equiv.}

J2—O0Octal socket {Amphenol 78R58 or equiv.)

R10—1000-chm, 2-watt, 10% resistor

R11—10,000-0hm, 2-watt, 10 % resistor

SPKR—3 x 5-in. oval PM speaker, 3.2-ohm
voite coil

S1—Spst power switch, rotary or toggle

13—125-V, 50 mA with 6.3-V, 2-amp sec,
power transformer ({Allied 54C2064 or
equiv.}

1-=5 x 7 x 2 in. chassis

Misc.—Specker grille, AC cord, bottom plate,
grommets, etc.

b
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Bottom view of power supply
with protective cover removed
showing location of mounting
board containing components.

sis, using Y2-in. spacers to
raise it from the chassis metal.
Locate the heavier compo-
nents, drill their mounting
holes, and fasten them to the
chassis using rubber grom-
mets to protect the T3 lcads
and the AC power cord. The
speaker is mounted to the
chassis with two 12-in. angle
brackets fastened to the front
top of the chassis. A piece of
perforated board can be used
to protect the speaker cone. Wire the com-
ponents in accord with .the power-supply
schematic.

Operation. Now that the hard work
has been completed, you're ready to check-
out and enjoy the receiver. You will, of
course need an antenna, which can be just
a 6-ft. length of hook-up wire if you are
located near stations producing strong sig-
nals. If you are in a fringe arca, a good
outside antenna and ground will be required.

With the tubes in their sockets. the an-
tenna connected, the harness plugged into
the power supply chassis, and the AC cord
plugged into an outlet, you are all set to
operate the receiver. When the power switch
is turned on, pilot lamp Il indicates AC
power is flowing into the power supply.
Allow the tubes time to warm up and then

BE

check AC and DC voltages with a VOM.

Tune the receiver to a local station and
adjust the volume to a suitable level. Since
there is only one tuned circuit in the Twofer-
Flex, selectivity will not be as sharp as in
receivers having multiple tuned circuits. The
broad tuning and the use of a plate detector,
which does not load a tuned circuit as do
other types of detectors, accounts for the
excellent tone of the Twofer-Flex.

The L1 primary winding should be posi-
tioned down over the coil lugs for maximum
selectivity and minimum coupling. For
higher selectivity, regeneration can be
achieved by bringing the antenna lead near
the top of T2, If there is too much cou-
pling, oscillation will occur, which can be
stopped by raising the antenna lead further
from the top of the coil. L]

Power supply chassis layout.
Parts location is not critical.
However, power transformer
should be located for free air  spp—

SPKR

W

e¥c

circulation around it. Twofer- R11 ]
Flex is fitted with cable to be AWV )
plugged into rear socket. 2L }8’( 2 |
£128 c12e ]
8“ I1 30uf 20uF |
N 150V 150v 1
= |
. 6.3 ViC 4
Power supply schematic. The 1 HEATER
circled numbers refer to out- (:131 : HEATER
put socket pin numbers. Be- Sh00 GN0=<2>
fore plugging in cable har- I 51
ness from RF chassis, make = GND
certain that cable wires are B-
connected properly to match 117 VA - :

connections on this socket.
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By Art Trauffer

@ Most of us send better code when we can
hear what we’re sending. This code monitor,
which is entirely independent of your re-
ceiver or transmitter and has no electrical
connections to any of your equipment, is
quickly rigged up using only three main com-
ponents: first, a pair of prongs or reeds from
an old phone jack, switch, or relay; secondly,
a 3-volt supply (two D batteries); and, final-
ly, a buzzer.

As shown in the photos and cross-section
below, the monitor is actuated by the lever of
your regular transmitter key. While the reg-
ular key operates your transmitter, it also

The knob of the telegraph key at the right is
removed to show how the key actuates the
insulated top spring prong to make contact
with the bottom prong, thereby completing
buzzer circuit. Size of insulating blocks, be-
low, is determined by height of the key.

INSULATOR CEMENTED TO PRONG

KEY SPRING PRONGS
/ FROM OLD RELAY, PHONEE 1\!CACK,

CONTACTS
W%A%_Y/—‘

OPE|
g

BUZZER

/ o
INSULATING BLOCKS (3) ki PLYWOOD

{CROSS SECTION)

closes the spring prongs of the old relay, ac-
tivating the buzzer.

Monitor Mounting. Your transmitter key,
monitor spring contacts, buzzer and battery
are all mounted on a convenient surface; as
shown here, they were mounted on a 6-inch
square piece of ¥-inch plywood. Prongs are
mounted under the lever of your key close to
the knob. A small piece of insulating material
is cemented to the top spring prong to insu-
late it from the key. Adjust the monitor
prongs so that they make contact just before
the transmitter key contacts; then wire mon-
itor in series and start sending! n
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the

eXtender By Jim Kyle and Jim Speck

K3JKX W5PPE

Build this plug-in front end and extend vour listening past that 30 mc dead end!

Any radio buff worthy ot the name knows
there’s a world of excitement to be
found in the VHF (very high frequency)
range of the radio spectrum, but all too few
of us have had a chance to get in on il
General-purpose receivers. tor a number of
good reasons, usually stop at about 30 mega-
cycles—and the VHF receivers currently
available as do-it-yourself projects or in mili-
tary surplus hardly compare in performance
with that we're used to on lower bands.

The VHF Extender is a device which cun
change all that for you, and let you get in
on the fun for a minimum outlay of cash.
Performance will be equal to that ot yeur
present SW receiver, since the purpose of the
VHF Extender is simply to exrend the tre-
quency range of your present rig into the
VHF region.

The VHF Extender can be used tor any
4-megacycle-wide segment of the spectrum
between 30 mc. and approximately 170 me.
and with only slight extra expense cun be
modified at will to cover a new slice should
you tire of your first choice. This feature
lets you listen to police, fire-department, air-
craft-radio, or ham -operators at will.

Theory Before Hookup. Before we get
into the construction details of the VHF
Extender, let’s tuke a brief look at how it
works. This will help you when it comes time
to make the various parts-value choices
needed in construction.

The VHF Extender is, primarily, a new
front end for your receiver, which connects

JANUARY, 1971

into the line between antenna and receiver it-
self. 1t translates the VHF signals down into
the range covered by your existing receiver,
so that while the on-the-air signal may be at
a frequency of 136.040 mc. (for example),
the signal fed into your existing receiver is
at u frequency of 640 kc.—in the broadcast
band.

Since the rranslating frequency is deter-
mined by a crystal-controlled oscillator, you
can rely upon the dial calibration of your
receiver. Thus should you be hunting a
satellite signal at 136.050 mc., you could
set your receiver dial to 1,050 kc. and use
a 45-mc. crystal in the VHF Extender. Any
signal appearing in the receiver would huve
to be a 136.050-mc. signal at the antenna

VHF Extender connects between antenna and
receiver to expand your listening world.
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VHF extender

(the 133.950-mc. image frequency is re-
duced greatly by the input RF amplifier cir-
cuit).

High performance in the critical VHF
region is assured by the RF amplifier tube, a
6DS4 Nuvistor. The other tube, a type
6UBA, serves as both crystal oscillator and
mixer. Power for the VHF Extender can be
taken from the existing receiver, if it uses a
transformer. Be sure to fuse the B+ (14 a.)
and 6.3-vac (1 a.) leads to the Extender.

Get Ready to Build. The only tools ab-
solutely necessary to build the VHF Ex-
tender are a drill, a screwdriver, cutting
pliers, and a soldering iron. A grid-dip oscil-
lator can prove very useful, however, if you
happen to have one on hand. With the GDO,
you can get along without the coil tables,
simply by dipping each coil to its proper
trequency.

To determine the values to be used for
XTAL frequency, L1/C1, L2, L3/C3, and
L4, use the tables or follow these rules.
L1/Cl must tune to the desired VHF fre-
quency band. For satellite reception, for in-
stance, they should tune to 136 mc. L2
should tune to this same frequency when in-
stalled in the circuit and with the 6DS4

Schematic diagram for the VHF Extender.

plugged in. For input frequencies between
30 and 70 mc,, the XTAL frequency should
be equal to the frequency of the lower end
of the desired VHF band, minus the fre-
quency of the lowest desired output frequen-
cy. For best results, the 7-1] mc. portion of
the existing receiver’s coverage should be
used, which would make the XTAL equal to
input signal frequency minus 7 mc. For in-
put frequencies between 70 and 170 mc.,
proceed as before but divide the result by
three. For 136-mc. input and 7-mc. output,
the XTAL frequency would be 136-7 or
129/3, or 43.0 mc. L3/C3 should tune to the
XTAL frequency, whatever it is determined
to be, and L4 should tune to three times
XTAL frequency.

If you’re using the coil table rather than
a GDO, simply take the values shown there.

Putting It Together. The VHF Extender
is built on a 218” by 3” by 514" aluminum
chassis box, using the long flat side for most
parts installation as shown in the photograph.
Lay out and drill the box as shown in the
chassis detail drawing.

Next, select the necessary coils using data
from the coil tables. Install each in its proper
location. Mount the tube sockets. The 6DS4
Nuvistor socket is secured by crimping its
lips over tightly against the chassis. Several
short wires are then soldered to the lips, and
later will be soldered to the shield plate

across this socket.
Jz
Cll;,100 SIGNAL
il i' ouT
L6 -

CONNECT IN30-70MC
MODELS ONLY 3TURN HOOKUP WIRE
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The VHF Extender is an ad-
vanced project for the SWL ex-
perimenter. Part location is
critical and should be fol-
lowed closely. See photo at
right and below. To make your
unit identical with the author’s,
follow the detail drawings
given in the article and follow
the text without alterations.

Wire the filament leads as shown on the
schematic diagram before installing the cop-
per shield partition on the 6DS4 socket, and
mount the two coax connectors, J1 and J2,
in place. Then mount the partition (which
must be made of copper or brass; this can
usually be located at an auto-supply whole-
saler under the name of 3-mil shim stock)
and make the rest of the connections to the
tube sockets. Refer to shield detail drawing
to fabricate piece.

Note from the photos that all leads must
be kept as short as possible and no wiring is
“fancy”. Everything must take the most
direct goute. This makes the lower layer of
wiring tough to get to later on, so check and

JaNUARYy, 1971

C4 SHIELD

Cl €2 L2 R4 PR3 R7 L6

L4 DI L3 C3|\R2 C9 Ré

L5
XTAL SOCKET

double check at every step to make certain
your connections are correct. If your wiring
looks like a tight-knit rats nest—you’re
doing a good job.

Wiring Differences. With all coils in
place and all tube-socket-connections made,
the final stages consist of wiring the coils in
and connecting the links between them. Only
two of these are particularly unusual. Note
how the long lead from the 1N69A diode,
D1, is used as its own coupling link to L3.
The other end of the diode wraps around L4
in the same way. Diode D1 and L4 are omit-
ted on the 30 to 70 mc. models; this is the
“extra expense” mentioned earlier to switch
to other frequency bands. The other unusual
connection is the twisted-wire “gimmick”,
C13 coupling L4 to the 6USA pentode’s
grid. In the 30-70 mc. model, this wire con-
nects to the top of L3 instead of to L4 as
shown in the schematic diagram. Be ex-
tremely careful that the two wires do not
short-circuit together; they form a low-value
capacitor through which oscillator voltage is
injected into the mixer stages, V2A.

Turn B On. When all connections are
complete and rechecked, you can apply
power to the VHF Extender. The 6UBA fila-
ment should light immediately, and the 6DS4
should feel warm to the touch after a few
seconds. If it is hot, remove power quickly
and check wiring, espcially near L5.

If all proceeds well, connect a coaxial
cable from the output jack of the VHF Ex-
tender to the antenna terminals of your re-
ceiver and tune to about 7 mc. Briefly
disable the 6U8A mixer, V2A, of the VHF
Extender by shorting pin 3 to ground with
an insulated screwdriver. Noise output from
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VHF extender

the receiver should diminish at the same time.
If it does not, tune L3 until the noise rises
sharply and suddenly. Adjust L3 carefully
for maximum noise, then repeat the previous
test. Don’t be worried if a few 7-mec. short-
wave signals come through during all this;

J
-
i

Detail drawing of chassis top part's layout.

COIL TABLE FOR 30-70 MC.

VHF Band 7-11  Mc. Output | BC-Band Output

L, 12 ci Ls XTAL L3 c3 XTAL 3 c3
{(MC.) {mmf.) {mc.) {(mmf.) (mc.) {mmf.)
30-34 20A156RBI 10 4205 23.000 20A106RBI 20 29.400 20A106RBI 20
34-38 20A156RBI 10 4205 27.000 20A106RBi 20 33.400 20A106RBI 15
38-42 20A106RBI 10 4204 31.000 20A106RBI 20 37.400 20A106RBI 15
42.46 20A106RBI 10 4204 35.000 20A106RBI 15 41.400 20AB27RBI 15
46-50 20A687RBI 10 4204 39.000 20A106RBI 15 45.400 20A827RBI 10
50-54 20A687RBI 10 4204 43.000 20A827RBI 15 49.400 20A827RBI 10
54.58 20A687RBI 10, 4204 47,000 20A827RBI 10 53.400 20A687RBI 10
58-62 20A687RBI 10 4204 51.000 20A827RBI 10 57.400 20A687RBI 10
62-66 20A687RBI 4.7 4203 55.000 20A687RBI 10 61.400 20A687RBI 4.7
66-70 20A687RBY 4.7 4203 59.000 20A687RBI 10 65.400 20A687RBI 4.7

Coil numbers are J. W. Miller Co. part numbers. Wind two-turn link of No. 22 hookup wire around grounded end
of L1. BC-Band XTAL frequencies are for lowest megacycle of 4 Mc. VHF bands; add one mc. to XTAL for-each
nigher megacycle desired. For instance, to cover 41-42 mc., table gives 37-4-mc. XTAL but this is upper megacycle

of VHF band; add 3 me. to XTAL frequency and use 40.400-mc. crystal.

COIL TABLE FOR 70-172 MC (7-11 MC OUTPUT)

XHF Band & 7-11 Mc. Output Only
(MC.) L1, L2 (mmf.) L5 (me.) L3 c3 L4
70-74 20A477R8I 4.7 4203 21.000 20A106RBI 27 20A156RBI
74-78 20A477RBI 4.7 4203 22.333 20A106RBI 20 20A156RBI
78-82 20A477RBI 47 4203 23.667 20A106RBI 20 20A156RBI
82-86 20A477RBI 4.7 4203 25.000 20A106RBI 20 20A106RB!
86-90 20A477RBI 4.7 4202 26.333 20A106RBI 20 20A106RBI
108-112 20A227RBI 4.7 4203 33.667 20A827RBi 15 20A106RBI
112-116 20A227RBI 47 4203 35.000 20A827Rs8I 15 20A106RBI
116-120 20A227RBI 4.7 4203 36.333 20A827R8I 15 20A827RBI
120-124 20A227RBI 4.7 4203 37.667 20A827RBI 15 20A827RBI
124-128 20A227RBI 4.7 4203 39.000 20A827R8BI 15 20A827RBI
128-132 20A227RBI 4.7 4202 40.333 20A827RBI 15 20A827RBI
132-136 20A227RBI 4.7 10T# 41,667 20A827RBI 15 20A827RBI
136-140 20A227R8I 4.7 10T# 43.000 20A827RBI 15 20A827RBI
140-144 20A227RBI 4.7 8T# 44.333 20A827RB! 15 20A678RBI
144-148 20A227RB} 47 8T# 45,667 20A827RBI 15 20A687RBI
148-152 20A227RB! 4.7 8T# 47.000 20A687RBl 10 20A&87RBI
152-156 20A227R8! 4.7 6TH 48.333 20A687RBl 10 20A687RB!
156-160 20A227RBI 4.7 6T# 49.667 20A687RBI 10 20A477RBI
160-164 20A227R8! 0 6T# 51.000 20A687RBI 10 20A47 7R8I
164-168 20A227R8Bi 0 5T# 52.333 20A687RBI 10 20A477RBI
168-172 20A227R8BI 0 5T# 53.667 20A687RBI 10 20A477RBI

Coil numbers are J. W. Miller part numbers. LS, for bands above 132 mc. is wound on a Miller 4200 coil form with
No. 24 wire, with the number of turns shown in the table. 0 value for C1 indicates part is not required.
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COIL TABLE FOR 70-172 MC (BC-BAND OUTPUT)

with 7-11 mc. output.

from 140 to 172 mc.

136-152 mc.; and 20A477RBl 152-172 me.

would come in at 640 on BC dial).

L1, L2, L5, and C1=—same as given in Coil table for 70-172 mc.

L3=J. W. Miller type 20A106RBI from 70 mc. to 86 mc.; 20AB27RBI from 86 to 140 mc.; and 20A687RBI

C3=20 mmf from 70 to 86 mc.; 15 mmf 86-140 mc.; and 10 mmf 140-172 mc.

L4—Miller 20A156RB! from 70-78 mc; 20A106RBI 78-112 mec; 20AB27RBI 112-136 mc.; 20A687RBI

XTAL=23.133 mc. for 70-7) mc.; 23.467 me. for 71-72 mc.; 23.800 mc. for 72-73 mc.; 24.133 mc. for
73-74 mc.; 24.467 mc. for 74-75 mc.; etc, increasing by 333" ke. for each megacycle increose of
VHF band. For 136-137 mc. coveroge (satellites) Xtal is 45.133 mc., ond for 145-146 mc. {(Novice
portion of ham 2-meter band) use 48.133 mc. Output will be from 600 to 1600 kc. on BC band, with
600 kc. equal to lowest frequency in band (136.000 mc. on satellite band; 136.040-mc. satellite

\

[~ L
NOTCH FOR C2

NOTCH FOR VI SOCKET _

(¥

—

MOUNTING HOLES
FOR 6-32 SCREWS
DRILL ON LOCATION

Detail drawing of the copper shield parti-
tion installed inside the VHF Extender. Di-
mensions may vary slightly depending upon
how accurately Nuvistor socket is placed.

thev won’t when the bottom cover of the
VHF Extender is in place.

Before proceeding, you will have to locate
a signal in the VHF region you're interested
in. Tune it in as best you can; it may have an
extremely ragged or “whistling” sound which
is due to regeneration in the 6DS4 stage of
the VHF Extender. Adjust the slug of L5,
using an insulated tuning tool, to remove all
distortion. Then tune LI and L2 for best
signal strength. You may find that readjust-
ment of L3 (and L4) will strengthen the sig-
nal still more.

Next, unsolder either end of the 100.000-
ohm resistor, R4, in the 6DS4 plate circuit,
while still tuned to the VHF signal. This ad-
justment is best made with the strongest VHF
signal you can find. Readjust LS until the
signal (with resistor disconnected) is as weak
as you can get it. DO NOT READIUST

(Continued on page 105)

C1, C3—See Coil Tables for values—select
ceramic disc NPO type capacitor

€2, C4—180-mf., 300 WVDC or better, disc or
tubular ceramic NPO type capacitor

C5, €8, C9, C10, C12—.001-mf., 1000 WVDC
or better, disc type capacitor

C6—.001-mf., button-bypass, standoff capacitor
(Erie Ceramicon 323X5U101M or equiv.)

C7, C11—100-mmf., 1000 WVDC or better,
disc type capacitor

C13—Gimmick capacitor (See text)

D1—I1N69A diode (Sylvania)

J1, J2—UHF coaxial connector, receptacle
chassis type (Military No. $0-239 or 49194,
Amphenol 83-1R, or equiv.)

L1, L2, L3, L4, L5—See Coil Tables

L6—RFC choke, 10-millihenry, ferrite core for
7-11 me. output. Use 100,000, V2-watt resistor
in place of RFC for BCB output

R1—47,000-ohm, V4 -watt resistor

PARTS LIST

R2, R5, R7—100,000-0hm V;-watt resistor
R3—4700-ohm, 1-watt resistor
R4—10,000-ohm, 1-watt resistor
R6—100-ohm, V;-watt resistor

V1—6D54 Navistor (RCA)

V2—6UBA tube (GE)

XTAL—See Coil Tables for value. Select type with
.050-in. diameter pins spaced .486-in. apart,
.01 % (.005% preferred)

1——XTAL socket {National C5-7 or equiv.)

1—2V,"x3"x5V," aluminum chassis box (Bud
CU-2106A or equiv.)

1—Nuvistor socket for 5-contact tube

1—9-pin miniature tube socket with tube shield
base

Misc.—Cable, wire, hardware, grommet, dials,
copper shield, cement, solder, etc.

Estimated cost: $20.00
Estimated construction time: 12 hours
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New Heathkit Solid-State

Design and performance
features add up to
one-of-a-kind superiority.

Over five years were spent in research
and development to achieve the nota-
bly superior performance, improved
convenience features, and ease of
service now embodied in the new
GR-270 and GR-370.They are premium
quality receivers in the truest sense,
and, we believe, the finest color TV's
on today's market. Here's why ...

Exclusive solid-state circuitry design...total
of 45 transistors, 55 diodes, 2 silicon controlled
rectifiers; 4 advanced Integrated Circuits con-
taining another 46 transistors and 21 diodes;
plus 2 tubes (picture and high voltage recti-
fier) combine to deliver performance and reli-
ability unmatched by conventional tube sets.

Exclusive design solid-state VHF tuner uses an
MOS Field Effect Transistor for greater sensi-
tivity, lower noise, and lower cross-modulation
...gives you sharply superior color reception,
especially under marginal conditions. Gold/
Niborium contacts give better electrical con-
nections and longer wear. Memory fine tuning,
standard. Solid-state UHF tuner uses hot-carrier diode design
for increased sensitivity.

-

Automatic Fine Tuning — standard on both sets. Just push a
button and the assembled and aligned AFT module tunes in
perfect picture and sound automatically ... eliminates manual
fine-tuning. Automatic between-channel defeat switch pre-
vents tuner from locking in on stray signals between channels.
AFT can be disabled for manual tuning.

—

3-stage solid-state IF has higher gain for better
overall picture quality. Emitter-follower output
prevents spurious signal radiation, and the en-
tire factory-aligned assembly is completely
shielded to prevent external interference.

VHF power tuning...scan through all VHF and one preselected
UHF channel at the push of a button.

Built-in automatic degaussing keeps colors pure. Manual de-
gaussing coil can be left plugged into the chassis and turned
on from the front panel...especially useful for degaussing
after the set is moved some distance.

Automatic chroma contro! eliminates color variations under
different signal conditions.

Adjustable neise limiting and gated AGC keeps pulse-type in-
terference to a minimum, maintains signal strength at con-
stant level.

High resolution circuitry improves picture clarity and new ad-
justable video peaking lets you select the degree of sharpness
and apparent resolution you desire.

“Instant-On”. A push of the power switch on the front panel
brings your new solid-state set to life in seconds. Picture tube
filaments are kept heated for instant operation, and extended
tube life. “Instant-On” circuit can be defeated for normal on-
off operation.

Premium quality color picture tubes. Both the 227 sq. in. GR-
270 and 295 sq. in. GR-370 use the new brighter bonded-face,
etched glass picture tubes for crisper, sharper, more natural
color. And the new RCA HiLite Matrix tube is a low cost option
for the GR-370. See below.
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o' Compare these features:

® Modular plug-in circuit board construction.
© MOSFET VHF tuner and 3-stage IF.
® Adjustable video peaking.
o Sound instantly, picture in seconds.
® Built-in Automatic Fine Tuning.
® Pushbutton channel advance.
® Tilt-out convergence and secondary controls.
o Hi-fi sound outputs — for amplifier.
® Virtually total self-service capability with
%  built-in volt-ohm meter, dot generator, and
comprehensive manual.
® Premium quality bonded-face etched glass
% picture tubes.
® Choice of 295” or 227" picture tube sizes.

Adjustable tone control lets you choose the sound you prefer
...from deep, rich bass to clean, pronounced highs.

Hi-fi output permits playing the audio from the
set through your stereo or hi-fi for truly lifelike
reproduction. Another Heath exclusive.

Designed to be owner serviced. The new Heath solid-state color
TV's are the only sets on the market that can be serviced by
the owner. You actually can diagnose, trouble-shoot and main-
‘tain your own set.

Built-in dot generator and tilt-out convergence panel let you
do the periodic dynamic convergence adjustments required of
all color TV's for peak performance. Virtually eliminate techni-
cian service calls.

- ]

| Snap-out glass epoxy circuit boards with tran-
{ sistor sockets add strength and durability and
permit fast, easy troubleshooting and transis-
tor replacement. Makes each circuit a module.

Built-in Volt-Ohm Meter and comprehensive
manual let you check circuits for proper oper-
ation and make necessary adjustments. The
manual guides you every step in using this
built-in capability. Absolutely no knowledge of
electronics is required.

Easy, enjoyable assembly . . . the Heathkit way. The seven-sec-
tion manual breaks every assembly down into simple step-by-
step instructions. With Heath's famous fold-out pictorials and
simple, straightforward design of the sets themselves, anyone
can successfully compiete the assembly.

Heathkit Solid-State Modular Color TV represents a significant
step into the future...with color receiver design and per-
formance features unmatched by any commercially available
?ectj at any price! Compare the specifications. Then order yours
oday.

Kit GR-270, all parts including chassis, 227" picture tube, face
mask, UHF & VHF tuners, AFT & 6x9” speaker, 114 Ibs. $489.95*

Kit GR-370, all parts including chassis, 295" picture tube, face
mask, UHF & VHF tuners, AFT & 6x9” speaker. 127 Ibs. $559.95*
Kit GR-370MX, complete GR-370 with RCA matrix picture tube,
127 IDS. g armaind e i ialae o alaomdid i i man sl o B a2 $569.95*

GR-270 AND GR-370 SPECIFICATIONS — PICTURE TUBE SIZE: GR-370
Approximate Viewing Area: 295 Sqg. In. GR-270 Approximate Viewing
Area: 227 Sa. In. DEFLECTION: Magnetic, 90 degrees. FOCUS: Electro-
static. CONVERGENCE: Magnetic. ANTENNA INPUT IMPEDANCE: VHF
300 ohm balanced or 75 ohm unbalanced. UHF: 300 ohm balanced.
TUNING RANGE: VHF TV channels 2 through 13. UHF TV channels 14
through 83. PICTURE If CARRIER: 4575 MHz. SOUND IF CARRIER:
41.25 MHz. COLOR IF SUBCARRIER: 42.17 MHz. SOUND IF_ FRE-
QUENCY: 4.5 MHz. VIDEO IF BANDWIDTH: 3.58 MHz. HI-Fi OUTPUT:
Output impedance — 1 k ohm. Frequency response — +1 dB 30 Hz to 10
kHz. Harmonic distortion — less than 1% at 1 kHz. Output voltage —
0.3 V rms nominal. AUDIO OUTPUT: Output impedance — 4 ohm or 8
ohm. Output power — 2 watts. POWER REQUIREMENTS: 110 to 130
\I/glts AC, 60 Hz, 240 watts. NET WEIGHT: GR-370, 114 1bs.; GR-270, 101
s.

ScienceE AND ELECTRONICS



Modular Color Television!

Exclusive Modular Design ... Circuit Boards snap in and out in seconds
for easy assembly, simple servicing

Plug-in
3.stage R 3.58 MHz Plug-in Plug:in
IF assembly Plug-in Oscillator Chroma Lyminance

AGC/SyncC

circuit board circuit board

circuit board circuit board

Gun shorting
switches

Tilt-out
convergence/
secondary
control panel
Service and

Exclusive Dots switches

Check-out
meter

Hi-fi soung
output
Plug-in

Video Output
circuit board

\ High Voltage

Power Supply

¥, o
Master control panel \*:g-

m (
Plug-in Sound
circuit board

Circuit breaker

Conservatively-rated
protection

power supply

components
e Plug-in Piug-in
Plug-in wiring vertical Horizontal Plug-in
harnesses and  geciijator Oscillator Pingushion

connectors for

A circuit board
easier assembly

circuit board circult board

New Expedited 48-Hour No-Charge Warranty Service Plan for Solid-
State TV Modules! Special service facilities have been established
at the factory and all Heathkit Electronic Centers to expedite
service and return of Solid-State TV circuit modules within two
working days. During the 90-day warranty period, TV modules will
be serviced or replaced with no charge for labor or parts. After
the initial 90-day warranty period expires, TV modules will be serv-
iced or replaced at a fixed charge of $5.00 per module for labor and
parts for a period of two years from date of original kit purchase.

Add extra convenience and versatility to your
new GR-270 or GR-370 Solid-State Color TV with
this new ultrasonic remote control kit. Lets
you turn the set on and off, adjust volume,
change VHF channels and adjust color and
tint from the comfort of your chair, Assembles
and installs complete in just a few hours and
the built-in meter on the receiver makes final
adjustment a matter of minutes.

Kit GRA-T70-6,6 Ibs. ................... $684.95*

Choose One Of These Handsome, Factory Assembled Cabinets
3 models in 295 sq. in.

Luxurious Mediterranean
Cabinet . . . factory as-
sembled of fine furni-
ture grade hardwoods
and finished in a flaw-
less Mediterranean pe-
can. Statuary bronze
trim handle, 30-1/32” H

Deluxe Early American
Cabinet . . . factory as-
sembled of a special
combination of hard-
woods & veneers apd
finished in classic Salem
Maple. 29-21/32" H x
373" W x 19347 D. As-

x 477 W x 17%" D. As-
sembled GRA-304-23, 85
IBS. s bbb $129.95*

Contemporary Walnut
Cabinet and Base Com-
dination. Handsome wal-
nut finished cabinet sits
on a matching walnut
base. Cabinet dimen-
sions 20-31/32” H x 31-
7/16" W x 1854” D. Base
dimensions 7%” H x
27%" W x 18%” D.
Assembled GRA-203-20
Cabinet, 45 1bs. $49.95"
GRS-203-6 above cab.w/
matching base, 58 Ibs.
$59.95*

3 models in 227 sq. in.

Exciting Mediterranean
Cabinet . . . assembied
using fine furniture
techniques and finished
in stylish Mediterranean
pecan. Accented with
statuary bronze handle.
27-31/32” H x 417" W
x19-9/16” D. Assembled
GRA-202-20, 70 |bs. ...

-5 .. $114.95*

Frneniee s

Contemporary Walnut
Cabinet . , . factory as-
sembled of fine veneers
& solids with an oil-
rubbed walnut finish.
29-17/32" H x 35:13/16"
W x 19%" D. Assembled
74.95%

Handy Roli-Arsund Cart
and Cabinet Combina-
tion. Features the GRA-
203-20 walnut cabinet
plus a walnut-trimmed
wheeled cart with stor-
age sheif. Assembled
GRA-203-20 Cabinet, 45
8y c—qopooss $49.95°
GRA-204-20 Roll-Around
Cart, 18 Ibs. ...$19.95"
GRS-203-5,Cart & Cabinet
Combo, 58 Ibs. $59.95*

EATH

=

N Ew | ATH COMPANY, Dept. 1912 I
Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022 a Schiumbarger co

FREE 1971 CATALOG! ) € _ EL? LTI i
Now wgm” mdo,e Ts' more I O Enclosed is § plus p H
cofor. Fully describes these Please send model (s)
along with over 300 kits for I T
Sterso/hi-fi. color T, elec- : O Please send FREE Heathkit Catalog. O Piease send Credit Application. l
tronic organs, guitar ampli- Name I
fiers, amateur radio, marine, | |
educational, CB, home & | Address |
hobby. Mail coupon or write . !
Heath Company, Benton Har- | City State Zip ]

bor, Michigan 49022,

JANUARY, 1971

L_ *Mail order prices; F.0.B. factory. Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. CL-392R_I
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COMPASS GALVANOMETER

Himmnunmnnmnnmi by T. A, BLANCHARD nntitt ittt i nnaat i pnetianin

Many electrical measuring
instruments today are
based on the design of the
d’Arsonval String Galvanome-
rer, but substitute a needle-
suspended coil riding on jew- {ER”'
eled bearings for the hanging
coil employed in the original
precise lab instrument.

The galvanometer is not
often used to measure quantity gyunecT T
of current flowing in ircuit, 0C SOURCE
¢ In a cireult, e 2

but rather to indicate the polar-
ity and presence of small cur-
rents by comparison to null
methods. The compass galvanometer (made
from the illustration at right) can be used
with a Wheatstone bridge to indicate null
points.

The d’Arsonval instrument suspends a
small coil between the pole faces of a per-
manent horseshoe magnet. When a current
flows through the coil it becomes an electro-
magnet and its like poles repel the like poles
of the horseshoe magnet, thus causing the
coil to turn on the connecting wire. The
strength of the current through the coil de-
termines the extent of the coil’s rotation.

A small pointer attached to the moving
coil registers on a curved dial, or a tiny
mirror is attached to the galvanometer string.
A beam of light is aimed at the mirror,
bouncing the beam off to a wall screen or
chart to give great magnification of tiny
current changes in a darkened room.

Making A Simple Galvanometer. A
small amount of insulated magnet wire, any
Boy Scout pocket compass and a 2V4 x 315-
in. scrap of plywood is what you need to
make the compass galvanometer. Cut a strip
of cardboard %-in. wide and 33 -in. long.
Score the cardboard 3 in. from each end,
with a dull knife blade and crease so the
cardboard form resembles a C or bridge
shape. Now glue the cardboard to the edges
of the wood base. Do not use tacks!

Bind the cardboard with a rubber band
until glue or cement dries. Wind 25 turns

CAROBOARD FORM
GLUED TO BASE

WIND SCOTCH TAPE AROUND FORM
TO HOLD WIRES IN PLACE

v

28

CONDUCTING ¢
SUSPENDING
WIRE

Easy to build, the com-
pass galvanometer
(above) can be assem-
bled in an hour at prac-
tically no cost. At right is
hanging coil galvanom-

eter used in labs. I R 2

of #28 magnet wire around the cardboard.
Heavier wire and fewer turns will work, too,
with a slight drop-off in sensitivity.

Scotch tape is wound around the finished
coil to keep the wire turns in place. Con-
nect the ends of the coil to screw terminals
or clips. Slip the compass under the coil in
a position where its needle comes under the
coil and parallel to the coil turns.

Connect the galvanometer in series with a
flashlight battery and bulb, a buzzer or a toy
motor, etc. When the circuit is closed, the
compass needle will be drawn so that it is
at right angles to the coil. A slow swing of
the needle indicates the circuit is drawing
little current. A rapid swing denotes an in-
crease in current flow.

To show how sensitive this simple gal-
vanometer is, connect what appears to be a
dead flashlight cell across the terminals, im-
mediately breaking the circuit. The com-
pass needle will spin at a merry clip, indi-
cating there is still some life in the “dead”
cell. =
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A hot wire usually heats
something or other. This
one measures amperes!

Oy iR 6

a hot-wi
ammeter®

by Charles Green, W6FFQ

IN THE early days of radio, hams were forced to be good constructors. Be-
cause of unavailability or excessive cost of commercial parts, they made
capacitors and coils, and even built meters to measure the RF output of their
transmitters.

The type of RF output meter that the old timers built is known as a Hot-
Wire Ammeter. Operation of this ammeter is based on the physical expansion
of a wire heated by current flowing through it. The wire is indirectly coupled
to a pointer and dial to measure the flow of current. You can have fun build-
ing and experimenting with this type of ammeter.

Our model of a hot-wire ammeter is built on a wooden baseboard very
much the same as those built in the old days and is designed for easy con-
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hot-wire ammeter

struction. Most of the parts can be obtained
in a hardware store. It can be calibrated
easily with a DC ammeter and dry cell bat-
tery. We have included, also, an experiment
board to show how the Hot Wire Ammeter
reads current on an AC line with various
lamp loads.

How It Works. When clcciric current
flows through a resistance, heat is generated,
as, for example, in an electric iron or toaster.
If the resistance is a fine steel wire drawn
taut between two supports, the generated
heat will make the wire expand, causing it to
stretch and sag. The Hot Wire Ammeter
uses this stretching of a fine steel wire linked
to a pointer to serve as a measure of the
amount of electrical current flowing through
it, which heats the wire.

By referring to the assembly drawing you
will note that our construction project fol-
lows closely the basic principle of a hot wire
ammeter. A fine steel wire is tautly stretched
between two fixed positions and has clips at-
tached to connect it into an electrical circuit
so that current flowing in the circuit can flow
through the resistance wire. A ceramic bush-
ing or bead, through which the steel wire
passes, is held tightly against the wire by a
spring-loaded nylon cord. When -current
flows the steel wire is heated and expands,
thus reducing the pull against the bushing
and its spring-loaded nylon cord. The cord
has been tightly wrapped three or four turns
around a short steel shaft that freely rotates
on supporting pivots and is held taut by a
spring at the end opposite to the bushing (or
bead). A pointer fastened to this shaft
changes its position on a calibrated scale, as
the shaft is turned, to indicate current is
flowing.

Since we are measuring, in a fixed length
of steel wire, the relative mechanical reaction
to expansion and/or contraction (caused by

temper