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Balkite AB 
A complete unit, re- 
placing both "A" and 
"B" batteries and sup- 

plying radio current 
directly from the light 
socket. Contains no 
battery in any form. 
Operates only during 
reception. Makes any 
radio set an "electric 
receiver." Two mod- 
es, 135 volts, $64.50. 
18o volts, $74.áo. 

For the 
radio set owner's christmas- 

Balkite "A"- Exactly like Balkite AB 
but for the "A" circuit only. Enables 
cs ners of Balkite "B" to make a complete 

light socket installation at very low cost. 

Price $35.00. 

balkite "B"- the accepted, tried and 
proved light socket "B" power supply. 
The first Balkite "B," after 5 years,is still 
rendering satisfactory service. Three 

models: $22.50, $35.00, $42.50. 

The standard charger [whether trickle or 
high- rate/ for radio "A" batteries is Bal- 
kite. Noiseless. Can be used during recep- 

tion. Three models: $7.5o, $9.50, $17.50. 

There are special models for 25 -4o cycle 

current at slightly higher prices. Prices 
are higher West of the Rockies and in 

Canada. 

If it's the owner Ba 
of a radio set to 
whom you want to 
make a gift, that simplifies the problem 
of what to give. For there's one thing the 
radio set owner is sure to need- up -to- 
date power equipment. Give him Balkite. 

When you give Balkite you give the 
best radio has to offer. Noiseless battery 
charging, successful light socket ttB" 
power, trickle charging, and now- most 
important of all -Balkite AB, a complete 
unit containing no battery in any form, 
and supplying radio power from the 
light socket. The great 
advances in radio pow- 
er have been made by 
Balkite. 

When you give Bal- 
kite you give perma- 
nent equipment. The 
first Balkite eeB," after 
five years of service, is 

now a little battered in 
appearance, but in 
performance is as 

kite good as new and 
will probably be 

so for years to come. 
When you give Balkite you give 

equipment that has stood the test of 
time. The Balkite principle of electrolytic 
rectification today is standard on the 
signal systems of most American as well 

as European and Oriental railroads. 
Over 2,000,000 Balkite Power Units now 
in use in radio and in a score of indus- 
tries are based upon it. Increasing recog- 
nition of its worth is seen in the fact that 
Balkite now has three licensees in the 

Chicago Civic Opera 
Balkite Hour 

Every Thursday Evening 
Now Balkite brings you an entire 
season of one of the world's great - 
estoperacompanies. BalkiteHour, 
Thursday Evenings, ten o'dock , 

Eastern Standard time. Over sta- 
tions WJZ. WBZA, WBZ, KDKA, 
KYW, WON, WMAQ, WEBH, 
WBAL, WHAM, WJR. WLW, 
KSD. WOC, WOW, WCCO. 
WHO, W DA F. 

FANSTEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, 
Licensees for Germany: 

Siemens & Halske, A. G. Wernerwerk M 
Siemensstadt, Berlin 

radio field alone - 
Gould,Vesta and USL. 

Whatever the type 
of set, whatever type of 
power equipment is 
wanted (with batteries 
or without), Balkite 
has it. Let your dealer 
advise you. He will 
tell you what Balkite 
equipment any set 
owner should have. 

INC., NORTH CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
Sole Licensees in the United Kingdom: 

Mum. Radio Accessories Ltd., 9 -13 Hythe Rd. 
Willesden, London, N. W. 10 

Balkite k 

7adioPowerUnits = 
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When I first started making real important money, I used to go down to the 
bank, draw out a roll -and just thumb it over in my office and grin! That's 
how good it felt to get success and big money, after years at a low -paid job. 

Success and Big Money 
Were for Others, Not Me 

Believe It or Not, That Was What 
I Thought of Myself-Just Twelve 

Short Months Ago 
v 

I'M 
telling you, just one year ago I'd never seen a hundred 

dollar bill in my life outside of a bank. 
You'd think I'm kidding you if you saw the fine radio 
business I own now. But it's gospel truth. Just twelve 
months ago I was only a poorly paid clerk, and I thought 
success had passed me by. 

All my crowd in those days -the fellows 
I met in the pool hall and at the bowling - 
alleys said a fellow had to have money to 
make money. They claimed there was no 
chance for a fellow whose family didn't 
have money or some business to start him 
out in. And I'd decided they must be 
right. 

I guess at that time I had just about 
given up hope. I thought there must be 
some kind of a mystery about making a lot 
of money. I figured I just didn't have an 
even chance to grab off success and big 
money. But I was due for a big awakening. 

Did I get it? Oh, boy! Read my story 
and judge for yourself. 

It all started one day last summer, when 
Helen, the girl I wanted to marry, was 
leaving for the seashore. Of course I went 
to the station to see her off. 

As I stepped onto the station platform 
Bob Oakes and Wilmer Pratt had just 
rolled up in their cars. They climbed out 
with their arms full of bundles- books, 
expensive candy, flowers, all sorts of things. 
Well sir, I wished I could have swallowed 
in one gulp the little box of drugstore 
candy I had bought for Helen -it certainly 
looked pitiful beside all that stuff. 

We three stood there talking to Helen until train - 
time, while Helen's mother looked me up and down. 
Like any young girl's mother would, she had my 
financial standing already sized up within thirty -five 
cents. Cheap suit, cheap hat, she took it all in. 

And you could see on her face all the time what a lot 
of nerve she thought I had to give Bob and Wilmer 
a run for Helen. 

W ell, to make a long story short, Helen was nice, 
but her mother stood there looking scornful when- 
ever she glanced my way, and she hardly spoke to 
me at all. I felt about as welcome as the measles, 
and as uncomfortable as the itch. 

And Bob and Wilmer were exchanging sly grins 
behind my back -I caught them once or twice. 
They didn't take any trouble to spare my feelings -I guess it ust suited them to see me sweat. 
I began to wish that I and my cheap suit and cheap 
hat could sink through the floor, but I stayed there 
and stuck it out. 

When Helen's train finally left, I slunk home, 
ashamed and humiliated. I walked down quiet side 
streets so nobody would see me. I went upstairs to 
my room and sat there with a lump in my throat, 
getting hotter and hotter and more ashamed of 
myself. Then I began to see red and redder. 

Finally I jumped up and banged the table. "I'll 
show 'em,' I growled through clenched teeth. 
"There must be some way for a man to make real 
money!" An idea suddenly flashed through my 
head. 

I tastily I began thumbing the pages of a magazine 
on the table, searching for an advertisement that 
I'd seen many times, but passed up without think- 
ing, an advertisement telling of big opportunities for 
trained men to succeed in the great new Radio field. 
With the advertisement was a coupon offering a big 
free book full of information. I sent the coupon in, 
and in a few days received a handsome 64 -page 
book, printed in two colors, telling all about the 
opportunities in the Radio field and how a man can 
prepare quickly and easily at home to take advan- 
tage of these opportunities. I read the book care- 
fully and when I finished it I made my decision. 

What's happened in the twelve months since that 
day, as I've already told you, seems almost like a 

Take another tip-No matter what your plans are, no matter how much or how little you know 
about Radio -clip the coupon below and look their free book over. It is filled with interesting facts, 

res, and photos, and the information it will give you is worth a few minutes of anybody's time. 
You will place yourself under no obligation -the book is free, and is gladly sent to anyone who wants 
to know about Radio. 

Just Address 

J. E. SMITH, President 

National Radio Institute 
Dept. P -96, Washington, D. C. 

dream to me now. For ten of those twelve months, 
I've had a Radio business of my own! At first, of 
course, I started it as a little proposition on the side, 
under the guidance of the National Radio Institute, 
the outfit that gave me my Radio training. It 
wasn't long before I was getting so much to do in 
the Radio line that I quit my measly little clerical 
job, and devoted my full time to my Radio business. 

Since that time I've gone right on up, always 
under the watchful guidance of my friends at the 
National Radio Institute. They would have given 
me just as much help, too, if I had wanted to follow 
some other line of Radio besides building my own 
retail business -such as broadcasting, manufactur- 
ing, experimenting, sea operating, or any of the score 
of lines they prepare you for. And to think that 
until that day I sent for their eye -opening book, I'd 
been wailing "I never had a chance!" 

Now I'm making real money, own a good car, 
stand high in my town, can borrow money at the 
bank any time I might want it. I'm getting some 
real fun and enjoyment out of life, not just existing 
from pay -day to pay -day. 

And -just listen to this! Bob was in my place 
only the other day, and asked me for a job! Wilmer 
is still getting along pretty well on his father's 
money, but he'd trade places with me any day. 

And Helen? Well -the honeymoon will be spent 
in Honolulu, starting two months from tomorrow! 

Here's a real tip. Think it over -are you satisfied? 
Are you making enough money, at work that you 
like? 

This new Radio game is a live -wire field of golden 
rewards. The work in any of the 20 different lines 
of Radio, is fascinating, absorbing, well paid. The 
National Radio Institute -oldest and largest Radio 
home -study school in the world -will train you 
inexpensively in your own home to know Radio 
from A to Z and to increase your earnings in the 
Radio field. 

J. E. SMITH, President, 
National Radio Institute, 
Dept. P -96, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Smith: 

Please send me your 64-page free 'look. printed in two colors. giving all information about the opportunities in Radio and how I can learn quickly and easily at home to take advantage of them. I understand this request places me under no obligation, and that no salesmen will call on me. 

Name. 

Address 

Town 

State 
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For These Four Reasons 

Arcturize Your Present Radio Set 

Enjoy all the Benefits of A -C Power 
from Your Light Socket with -- 

-M, 

Arcturus A -C Tubes 
DETECTOR :: AMPLIFIER :: POWER 

Arcturus A -C Tubes Have 
4 Outstanding Features: 

1. Exceptional tone quality, 3. Perfect operation under all 
volume and sensitivity. normal line voltage variations. 

2. Readily adaptable to all 4. Free from hum. 
circuits using standard sockets. 

If you have been awaiting the perfection of A -C 
Tubes before modernizing your present set, send 
at once for detailed information on the operating 
characteristics of Arcturus A -C Tubes. 

Ask Your Dealer 
It doesn't take long or cost much to install Arcturus A -C Tubes in 
your present set. Your dealer's service man can get engineering 
instructions for the few simple changes in wiring that are necessary. 
Always remember that in changing over your set for A -C operation, 
Arcturus A -C Tubes require the least changes in wiring. 

For the Technical Man -- 
The unique advantages which we claim 
for Arcturus A -C Tubes are directly 
traceable to unique features of con- 
struction and exceptional operating 
characteristics. 

The exceptional long life of Arcturus 
Tubes is due to the enormous electron 
supply resulting from the heater oper- 
ating at a low temperature. 

The highly efficient cathode is re- 
sponsible for the unusual sensitivity of 
Arcturus A -C Tubes, and for the excep- 
tional volume and tone quality which 
their use insures. This cathode pro- 
duces: 1. A high amplification factor 

(10.5). 2. A low plate impedance 
(9,000 ohms). 3. A high mutual con- 
ductance (1160 micromhos). 

Since the base of the Arcturus A -C 

Tube is of the standard four prong 
type, no additional terminals are re- 
quired, making Arcturus Tubes adapt- 
able to existing circuits with all the 
simplicity of D -C tubes. No center 
taps or balancing are required. A com- 
mon toy transformer may be used. 
Filament voltage is the same (15 volts) 
for all types -detector, amplifier and 
power. 

The freedom from hum which is one 
of the most important features of Arc- 

turus A -C Tubes is due to the use of 
low A -C current, only 0.35 ampere. 
(Disturbing electro- magnetic fields are 
proportional to alternating current - 
not voltage.) Arcturus Tubes in all 
stages are four element tubes with in- 
directly heated cathodes. 

Normal variations in line voltage do 
not affect the operation of Arcturus 
A -C Tubes. The amplification factor is 
practically constant over a wide range 
of filament voltages -13.0 to 18.0 volts. 

The use of a heavy carbon filament 
enables Arcturus A -C Tubes to with- 
stand even an unusual overload. 

ARCTURUS RADIO COMPANY, INC. 
259 Sherman Avenue, Newark, N. J. 
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M. J. Cross Star Announcer of the Opera 

DEAR MRS. "A. A." OF MONTREAL: This is Mr. Cross, and I do hope that you are not disappointed. I can imagine your surprise at this fulsome answer to your rather bashful note to me of a few days ago. T love the naive way in which you say, "Judging from his unusual manner of announcing, one would imagine him M be a man of more refinement, culture and education than the majority of announcers." 
You have said it better than I dare, for I should risk my soul for all time to come to make comparisons that other announcers might eon - sider odious. But here he Is -full page of him -and, bless your dear heart. he needs it for to tell the truth he has ceased to make a bowing aequaintmce with the sealcs at 204, quite some time ago, I ant told. Of course you hear him every Thursday night. I do, and Ill admit I'd as soon hear Milton .1. Cross as Tito Schipa. Isn't that a terrible confession for a professed lover of the opera! But Mr. Cross is such to gentleman! His language Is so well chosen. his voice so perfectly modulated, and he seems so sympathetic with the charaeters he describes. Don't you simply adore him! 
You know. Mrs. A., it is perfectly wonderful the w:ty .10 commutes between C'hivago and New York. Imagine having la travel almost 2.000 miles every week just to 5uutounee one program over the Radio! It is simply tremendous. 
Mr. Stone of the National Broadcasting company, sent me sec eral pictures of Mr. Cross and this, he said, he liked the least of all. No, dear, I'm so sorry to disappoint you but really I never have stet Mr. Cross in person. We all cherish such splendid illusions about our beloved announcers, and I dare say, it is almost risky to actually meet them. I have had one or two experiences. and prefer to admire tLtcnt from a distance. 
Mr. Stone doesn't like this picture. I think it is marvelous. don't you? And that's just the way he sits at the opera whey you hear hint telling the story of what has transpired, and what we are to expect. Look at this picture next Thursday night and fancy him sitting there just like that while you hear hint talk. 
Doesn't he look mischievous? Yes, he has blue eyes and brown hair. Oh, and a darling of a wife and baby girl! He is a graduate of the Damrosch Institute of Musical Art atad has quite a repuration as a singer, as you may know. He was born in New York, and I believe he Is of the Presbyterian faith. 

Faithfully yours, 
MARCELLA 

A 
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2 COUPON BALLOT 
World's Most Popular Orchestra Contest 

POPULAR ORCHESTRA Editor, Radio Digest, 

510 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, III. 

Please credit this ballot to: 

of Station 
(Orchestra's Name) 

Signed 

Address 

City State 

(Call Letters) 

Californian Logs 
616 Radio Calls 

William MacDonald Believed to Hold 
World's Dx Record -Uses Own 

Ten Tube Receiver 

WHEN one has logged 300'broadcast- 
Ing stations. one may safely assume 
to be a successful candidate for the 

degree of D. X. After that, further 
accumulations of reception certificates 
may be considered in the post- graduate 
class. 

A dispatch by Dan Thomas to the Chi- 
cago Evening Post Radio weekly avows 
that William MacDonald of Chula Vista, 
Calif., has evidence to back up his claim 
that he has logged 616 stations from 37 

nations scattered over the world. Mr. 
Thomas believes this to be a world rec- 
ord. and so far as Radio Digest has been 
able to determine it is a world ree rd. 

MacDonald has a ten -tube set which he 
developed himself. He has been at the 
job of getting distance practically every 
night for three year's and says: 

Solved AU Secrets 
"There are several secrets to long dis- 

tance reception. I believe I have solved 
all of them with my set, for I have tuned 
io stations from the most distant points 
on earth. Where the average filament 
tests 50 all of mine test 100. 

"The batteries also are an important 
factor. I use rubber insulated batteries 
of high capacity and a series of wet B 
batteries having a total capacity of 200 

volts. It is important to have wet B 

batteries. 
"Right now I ant trying out an outside 

non -directional cage aerial, but I have 
had my best success with the Gilcrest 
type box aerial which has no insulators. 
Insulators are bound to offer resistance, 
although they are not supposed to. 

"I also have found that three ground 
wires will increase the receiving radius 
a considerable extent. I am using three 
of therm, running into the ground about 
a foot apart. They set up an electrical 
field in the ground that greatly enhances 
reception." 

Oats Bombay Amateur 
Almost half way around the world lies 

Bombay, India. With an up and going 
super power station kicking off five or 
ten kw that certainly would be a DX 
wave worth roping on any set anywhere. 
But this Bombay amateur station shoots 
a 320 meter wave with only 52 watts, 
and MacDonald has that as one of his 
616 stations. 

His sacred log is a veritable Radio atlas 
of the world. England, Ireland, France. 
Italy, Germany, Sweden and Switzerland 
are heard regularly in his home. 

"All of my distant receptions have come 
in over the loud speaker." says MacDonald. 
"I have never used receivers, which many 
people say are better for such receiving. 
I believe that a horn type speaker of low 
resistance, such as the one I am using, 
is just as efficient as head sets. The cone 
type speaker is best for quality, but it 
falls down on distance." 

NOMINATION BLANK 

World's Most Popular Orchestra Contest 

l't)l'C LAIC t)kt'II ESTRA 
Editor. Radio Digest 

>le N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 

I Nominate 

.i Station 

(Orchestra's Name) 

(Call Letters) 
in the World's Most Popular Orchestra 
Contest. 

Signed 

Address 
t'ity State 

SHEPHERDS HEAR 
"ANGELIC VOICES" 

Buddies on Wyoming Sheep Ranch 
Write KOA Joy of Hearing 

Music From the Sky 

'GWI'. GET fed up with scenery herd- 
ing sheep in the Wyoming hills," 
said a letter from a shepherd to 

the director of Station KOA, Denver, re- 
cently. "'We' generally means the herder, 
his dog and his pony. But I've got a 
buddy out here and we get along fine now 
that we can hear you by Radio. 

"Shepherds have always been going 
alone tending sheep just about the saute 
since Adam and Eve got kicked out of 
Eden. And nobody ever did anything to 
make it any different until Radio was dis- 
covered. All we used to hear was lambs 
bleating, dams answering, wolves and 
coyotes and sometimes a dog barking or a 
pony whinneying. 

"No wonder shepherds always were kind 
of plagued when they came Into a village 
and couldn't seem to make friends with 
folks. We ain't queer but being alone with 
yourself makes it hard to act like other 
folks when you meet up with them at the 
stores and post office. 

"Radio must have been invented for 
shepherds. We look up at the stars when 
the sheep have settled down for the night. 
and we hear voices, we hear music, the 
sky speaks to us. Angels sing as they 
did on the first Christmas in the Good 
Book. We are not bugs. It is true, 
thanks to the Radio. Oh, you would 
smile if you could see how interested we 
are in hearing the lady who tells how 
to make fancy things to eat. We give a 

lot of swell names to the sow belly, flap 
Jacks and sour dough .. . and you would 
be surprised what a difference it makes." 

CONTENTS 

SHORT WAVES 
By Marcella 

KFRC Paging Cupid; Lucke Brothers 
only Interested; Two New Broad- 
casters Defy Commission; Leanna 
Forced to Disappoint Bachelor. 

CAN YOU imagine a whole staff of any 
Radio station all unmarried? I bet 
you anything that since KFRC sent 

that letter challenging any other thou- 
sand watt station to vie with it for single - 
blessedness honors. little cupid has been 
more than busy and by the time this is in 
print the entire staff of six husky Wes- 
terner bachelors and one alluring bachelor 
girl, named Peggy O'Neil, will have liad 
double and triple weddings. You can't fool 
Marcella. It's just impossible to keep 
attractive announcers single. 

Charles, I think you have a rival for 
Celeste Ward's affections. Listen to the 
enthusiastic way Carl Menzer writes about 
leer: "Celeste has been with 
us at Station WSt'l since 
June, 1927, appearing about 
three times each week. Due 
toiler experience along 
these lines her programs are 
made up of numbers which 
especially appeal to the 
average Radio listener and 
she has proven to be the 
most popular artist we have the good for- 
tune to broadcast from the Old Gold stu- 
dio. Miss Ward is about five feet four 
inches high, slender, big brown eyes, dark 
crown hair. and a darn sweet disposition. 
Just look at her picture. Don't you think 
she is pretty? We do." Carl adds as a 
postscript to his letter that \VSIJI is mov- 
ing into a new studio and everything. 
Isn't that wonderful. He also promises to 
drop in and see Marcella some day. When 
lie does then I'll let you know just ex- 
actly what he looks like. 

Peg, here's Marvin Lucké s answer to 
my letter asking for information about 
Harry and him: "First of all, Harry, my 

younger brother is studio 
soloist for KTNT and has 
been for the past two years 
-but does not announce 
programs. He, being in y 
brother, I do not have the 
nerve to tell how good -look- 
ing he is, but let you judge. 
Here goes for his descrip- 
tion: Blue eyes, dark hair, 

tt-:enty years old, and lots of Iowa pep. 
As to myself -well that's the hardest to 
write about. However, hereegoes: Blue 

8 
eyes, light hair and about five feet ten 
inches in height, age twenty -three years. 
I have been musical director for KTNT 
for the past two years and 
regular staff 'cellophonist 
and staff pianist. Are we 
single -yep -but interested? 
Now please don't "bawl" us 
out too severely in that next 
issue." Can you guess, Peg, 
which is which? Well just 
to make it easier for you, 
the top one is Harry and the 
lower, Marvin. 
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DAINTY MISS MYRA 
ADORNS OUR COVER 

AS developments take place and 
each broadcasting station be- 
eomes a more important factor, 

directors and owners take a more 
serious Interest in their studio per- 
sonnel. There are more contracts and 
less changes on the staff. So \VHN, 
New York, makes it a matter of note 
that Miss Myra Lee, the vivacious per- 
sonality on the Radio Digest December 
ever. is exclusively WHN, always 
has been. She came a wide -eyed curi- 
eus visitor with an artist associate, 
tried out with the microphone, and 
found she had an exceptionally clear 
and full Radio voice. Just now she 
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Looking Ahead 
Taking Technical Kinks out of Knotty Explanations is one of the nicest things 

Marvin W. Thompson does when it conics to Radio. The second installment 

of Simple Explanation of Broadcasting takes you right into the why and 

wherefore of the science so that even a kindergarten child could understand. 

It's in the next issue of Radio Digest. 
Opening the Midwest Network Studios in Chicago will be described, and details 

given as to what the expansion means to the fan who listens in. January 
Radio Digest. 

Seven Years of Broadcasting, is the interesting subject of a history of the art 

leading up to the developments of today. It will afford a review on which you 

may write your club paper. 

Special articles about broadcasting stations and artists. with photographs. are desired. No manuscripts accepted 

unless typewritten and prepaid. or 
manuscripts 

without return postage postage being inclosed. All 

Newsstands Don't Always 
Have One Left 

Every Month New Wave Changes in the 
Official 

Radio Digest 
Call Book and Log 

BE SURE OF YOUR REGULAR COPY 

IN THE BLANK TODAY 

Publisher Radio Digest. 
510 N. Dearborn St.. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

Please find enclosed check M. O. for Three Dol- 

s 
(Four. Foreign) 

I)l for On. 
Years Subscription 

to 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Freeman Talbot, KOA's terribly nice 
announcer, was in here this week. My but 
he's attractive and such a great big man. 
And when he smiles it just makes your 
heart beat extra fast. He says he expects 
an awful lot of trouble with the Radio 
Commission. They have a new broadcaster 
out there in Denver who simply will not 
abide by the rules. The young lady's name 
is Katherine Louise Talbot and she is 

only a little over a month old. She goes 
on the air in season and out, on any wave, 
without authority of the commission. 

You may be interested to know that 
WDBO also has a new announcer in the 
person of Harold Potter Danforth, Junior, 
who arrived only about a month ago. At 
present, however, he is confining his 
broadcasts to the remote control studio 
at his Daddy's home -but migosh, how 
can he expect to build up a large audience 
when he starts announcing at 2 u. m. and 
concludes his programs about two hours 
later. 

Dear me! Mr. Bachelor of Hamilton, 
Missouri, you are doomed to bitter dis- 
appointment. Leanna Field Driftmier, the 

sister of Henry Field of 
KFNF, is already s o m e - 
body's wonderful wife. She 
tells me that she is tall, 
dark haired, and brown eyed 
and is forty -one and mar- 
ried and not only that, she 
has seven children. How do 
you suppose she managed to 
do so much? She says she 

has a stenographer right at home with her 
who takes her letters and writes down 
recipes and things. And she has some cor- 
respondence because only last Christmas 
she received two thousand Christmas 
presents from her listeners. 

(Continued on page 211) 
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SHERMAN'S WLS ORCHESTRA LEADS 
COMMISSION MIGHT 

TURN HARD BOILED 

SAM PICKARD HINTS FORCE 
FOR DISTURBERS 

Tells R. M. A. Wishes of Majority 
Will Prevail -Law Must 

Be Obeyed by All 

Following is the official record of the highlights of 
Sam Pickard's first declaration as a new member of 
the federal Radio commission. 

By Sam Pickard 
Member of Federal Radio Commission 

THIS month broadcasting faces the 
cold weather test. The summer 
allocations have worked well. Lis- 

teners have been satisfied with local re- 
ception. We have all realized, of course, 
that with cool weather heterodyning 
from powerful stations on the same 
channel would prevail. 

However, the commission's barometer, 
which is the daily mail, indicates com- 
paratively few complaints from inter- 

WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 
RADIO ORCHESTRAS 

Leading America 
Midwest 

Maurie Sherman's Dance Orchestra, 
WLS, Chicago 1 129 

By Districts 
No. 1 East, Vincent Lopez, WEAF 973 
No. 3 Midwest, Fred Iiamm's Orchestra 874 
No. 4 West, Seven Aces, 11 'BAP, Fort 

Worth 719 
No. S Far West, Max Dohn, NBC .312 
No. 6 Canada, Eveready Symphony, 

CKNC, Toronto 147 
No. 2 South, Chas. Dornberger, RTHS, 

Hot Springs, Ark 97 

MUSICIANS WIN AVALANCHE 

OF VOTES FOR GOLD AWARD 

Nominations Received for 110 Organizations Dur- 
ing First Two Weeks of Contest - Listeners 

Eager to Show Appreciation 

NOMINATE THESE TWO FOR TROPHY 

ALL set for the big contest. Both of 
these organizations are heard over 
the stations associated with the Na- 

tional Broadcasting company. There 
should be a full quota of twenty -three in 
the First National outfit shown at the 
top. Somewhere along the way it appears 
the photographer lost four members. Per- 
haps they are detained by anxious friends 

offering them báillots and good wishes. 
Below we have that justly distinguished 

group, the Crosley Moscow Art orchestra, 
with Arna Arriga, the conductor, in the 
center. There are members missing here. 
too. Perhaps they are similarly detained. 
We shall see. At any rate do not forget 
to clip every ballot and make each one 
count. 

vwE DO love our Radio orchestras. 
And we say it with ballots. Radio 

Digest was all but swamped as a re- 
sult of the first two weeks of voting in 
the new popularity contest by which beau- 
tiful and costly plaques are to be awarded 
to orchestras receiving the greatest num- 
ber of votes in six districts divided among 
the United States and Canada. 

Announcement was made in the Novem- 
ber issue which appeared in some places 
on October 31. About November and the 
first votes began to come in. Then came 
special bagfuls from She post office. 

In two weeks it was a veritable whirl- 

ference in comparison to the large num- 
ber of listeners. 

If hard -boiled, stiff -armed tactics are 
necessary to reduce this interference and 
listeners indicate the desire to sacrifice 
many of the local stations to this end, 
the commission stands ready to apply 
fully the interest, convenience or neces- 
sity clause of the Radio Act. In the 
minds of the Radio commissioners it is 
a question of whether or not the major- 
ity of listeners actually want any local 
service stations to sacrifice power, time 
privileges or favorable wave lengths in 
the interest of better reception. 

DX Fans Appear 
During the last few days good recep- 

tion weather has brought out the DX 
fans, just as a few warm spring days 
produces its group of fishermen. They re- 
port that many of the channels bring in 
only a whistle, the penalty of two or 
more stations trying to do their stuff 
on the same wave length. Along with 
interference complaints there usually 
comes a solution. Dozens of those have 
been hopefully examined by the commis- 
sion but fame and fortune still await 
the inspired answer to the problem of 
placing 685 stations on 89 channels, in 
the face of established fact that a 1,000 - 
watt transmitter per channel is the reg- 
ulation load. 

It is within the populated business and 
town centers where most broadcasting 
stations are to be found, and here lis- 
teners are well serviced with Radio. Out- 
side of the larger cities, however, where 
more or less distant stations must be 
relied on for service, particularly the 

(Continued on page 23) 

Silent Night Abandoned by Chicago 
Broadcasters to Prevent Time Loss 

Commission Assigns WHT Wave to WHAZ for Monday Night - 
Awakes Other Stations to Act Against 

Further Encroachment 

ABOLITION of Chicago s silent night 
has been foreshadowed by the gradual 
elimination of silent nights through- 

out the United States. WBAL, Baltimore; 
WHAS, Louisville; WHO. Des Moines; 
WLW, Cincinnati; and WOW, Omaha, are 
only a few of the stations which have ex- 
panded their service to include a seven 
day broadcasting week. 

Among the Chicago broadcasters KYW 
has stood alone for three years in urging 
Chicago Broadcasters to do away with the 
silent night. They have always pointed 
out, that the Radio Department in Wash- 
ington would assign Chicago wave lengths 
to other stations on Monday nights. Chi- 
cago stations were startled into action 
when they learned that the Radio Com- 
mission had assigned the WlBO -WHT- 
WORD wave to WHAZ on Monday nights 
and was planning to release other Chicago 
wave lengths for that night. The broad- 
casters association immediately agreed to 
discontinue Chicago's silent night. 

The more important points of the Chi- 

cago Broadcasters' stnt,tnent follows: 
"Ch iengti s 'silent night' is a survival of 

an era when Radio broadcasting was in an 
experimental stage and Radio receivers 
were deficient in selectivity. 

"Chicago broadcasters have reached the 
conclusion that the tacit agreement here- 
tofore observed by Chicago broadcasters 
should be terminated. They are forced to 
this conclusion by many reasons: 

The federal Radio commission has 
acttally begun to assign Chicago wave 
lengths to other stations for use on Mon- 
day night. 

"According to information received from 
the federal Radio commission, great pres- 
sure is being brought to bear by outside 
stations for such assignments and the 
rights of Chicago stations to continued 
use of their wave lengths are thus being 
placed in jeopardy. 

"Chicago's important as a Radio center 
is being diminished by virtue of the fact 

(Continued on page 20) 

wind of votes. As we go to press they 
are coming in with unabated volume. 

Midwest Shows First 
In the little box above may be seen the 

standings of the orchestra at the end of 
the first two weeks' count. Midwest states 
naturally began to make the greatest show- 
ng first, because of the comparatively 
short distance for mailing. But California 
and Maine sent ballots by special delivery 
and airmail. 

The winners of the plaques will achieve 
not only national fame but will become 
identified as leaders in nations across the 
Atlantic. as many other American orches- 
tras have done. 

The fact that Maurie Sherman could 
beat out Vincent Lopez in the Midwest 
perhaps is an idiosyncrasy of the mail. 
When the East begins to shower down its 
ballots Lopez or some other of the Eastern 
organizations will march forward and take 
a dominating position as a national leader. 
The same may be true of the South, West, 
Far -West or Canada. 

Tributes of Friends 
One gold and five silver plaques are to 

be awarded to orchestras honored by the 
greatest number of votes from their 
friends. It is a small tribute on the part 
of any listener to cut out and mail a ballot 
to bring special honor to the members of 
an orchestra that furnishes so freely the 
best to be had in the way of music. 

Even if the orchestra of your choice 
may seem, in your mind, incapable of 
sufficient support to take a gold or silver 
prize a high voting figure is something to 
show in the way of merit. Vote Tor your 
favorite orchestra whether you think it 

(Continued on page 14) 
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PiCTURING BROADCAST ACTIViTiES 

«r'OME on you castanets," Captain 1, Wm. J. Stannard, director of the 
U. S. A. band, seems to say, as the gov- 
ernment musicians play Spanish airs for 

our Southern neighbors. 

WHEN LYNN PEAL, WDAD, Nash- 
ville, sings "Cow Bells" the Holsteins 

and Jerseys give the farmers an extra 
quart if they are permitted to listen in. 

BREAKING through a stone wall of opposition to professional football Red Grange (left) took 
the WJR mike for a 440.9 meter run for a touchdown. Benny Friedman (right) ex- 

captain of the Wolverines, scored again playing with the Cleveland Bulldogs. 

Calf ILDFOWER," in Cadman's opera, 
VV "Sunset Trail," but her real name 

is Miss Lucile Fowler. She blooms in the 
KOA studio, Denver; yes, contralto, of 

course. 

Kü AIL! Hail! The gang's all here!" There they are! Those irrepressible twins, the lZ Rayovax (for short)! Now they're hitting it up with Sir William Demarest (center), 
the new funny fellow of the Warner brothers films at KFWB, Hollywood. HERE'S vaudeville on the air in Hart- ' Tford, Conn., and Jim Clancy put it 

there through WTIC. He's a good show- 
man and broadcasts the Thursday per- 

formance from his theater. 

BALTIMORE to Bergen, Norway. by 
Air! That's the hope of Miss Helene 

Brcemer who expects her cello notes will 
reach that destination over the WBAL 

internation,d program. 

f THEY'RE off! Straight down the water course they leave the blue, like hissing arrows 
1 and throw high a shower of frothing silver!" Probably something like that is being 
said by John P. Daniel, broadcasting the President's Cup regatta on the Potomac. 

HIS is the way Wheeler Bonner of 
1 the KGA Harmony Girls looks while 

singing into the microphone at Spokane. 
Tune, Look and liste.,! Can't you almost 

see Lt Lps muse? 


