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Balkite AB
A complete unit, re-
placing both “A” and
“B” batteries and sup-
plying radio current
directly from tbe light
socket. Contains no
battery in any form.
Operates only during
reception. Makes any
radio set an “electric
receiver.” Two mod.
els, 135 volts, §64.50.
180 wolts, $74.50.

For the

L CENSED UNTCR ANOCAEWS MAMMOND PATENT "uﬂ
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radio set owners @hristmas—

Balkite “A”— Exactly like Balkite AB
but for the “A” circuit only. Enables
owners of Balkite“B” to make a complete
light socket installation at very low cost.
Price $35.00.

Balkite “B"—the accepted, tried and
proved light socket “B” power supply.
The first Balkite“B,” after 5 years, is still
rendering satisfactory service. Three
models: $22.50, $35.00, $42.50.

The standard charger [whether trickle or
high-rate] for radio “A” batteries is Bal-
kite. Noiseless. Can be used during recep-
tion. Three models: §7.50, $9.50, $17.50.

There are special models for 25-40 cycle

current at slightly higher prices. Prices

are higher West of the Rockies and in
Canada.

—

b

If it’s the owner\

of a radio set to
whom you want to
make a gift, that simplifies the problem
of what to give. For there’s one thing the
radio set owner is sure to need —up-to-
date power equipment. Give him Balkite.

When you give Balkite you give the
best radio has to offer. Noiseless battery
charging, successful light socket “B”
power, trickle charging, and now—most
important of all—Balkite AB, a cofnplete
unit containing no battery in any form,
and supplying radio power from the
light socket. The great

Balkite

/ good as new and

will probably be
so for years to come.

When you give Balkite you give
equipment that has stood the test of
time. The Balkite principle of electrolytic
rectification today is standard on the
signal systems of most American as well
as European and Oriental railroads.
Over 2,000,000 Balkite Power Units now
in use in radio and in a score of indus-
tries are based upon it. Increasing recog-
nition of its worth is seen in the fact that
Balkite now has three licensees in the
radio field alone—

advances in radio pow-
er have been made by
Balkite.

When you give Bal-
kite you give perma-
nent equipment. The
first Balkite “*B,” after
five years of service, is
now a little battered in
appearance, but in

Chicago Civic Opera
Balkite Hour
Every Thursday Evening

Now Balkite brings you an entire
season of one of the world’s great-
estoperacompanies. BalkiteHour,
Thursday Evenings, ten o’clock
Eastern Standard time. Over sta-
tions WJZ, WBZA, WBZ, KDKA,
KYW, WGN, WMAQ. WEBH,
WBAL, WHAM, WJR, WLW,
KSD. wWOC, WOW, WCCO.
WHO, WDAF.

Gould,Vesta and USL.
Whatever the type

of set, whatever type of
power equipment is
wanted (with batteries
or without), Balkite
has it. Let your dealer
advise you. He will
tell you what Balkite
equipment any set

performance is as

owner should have.

FANSTEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, INc, NORTH CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Licensees for Germany:
Siemens & Halske, A. G. Wernerwerk M
Siemensstadt, Berlin

Balkite

Radio Power Units

Sole Licensees in the United Kingdom:
Messrs. Radio Accessories Led., 9-13 Hythe Rd.
Willesden, London, N. W. 10
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bank, draw out a roll—and just thumb it over in my office and grin! That’s

E When I first started making real important money, I used to go down to the g

how good it felt to get success and big money, after vears at a low-paid job.

Success and Big Money

ere for Others, Not Me

Believe It or Not, That Was What
I Thought of Myself —Just Twelve
Short Months Ago

] "M telling you, just one year ago I’d never seen a hundred
dollar bill in my life outside of a bank.
You’d think I’m kidding you if you saw the fine radio
But it’s gospel truth.
months ago I was only a poorly paid clerk, and I thought

business I own now.

success had passed me by.

All my crowd in those days—the fellows
I met in the pool hall and at the bowling-
alleys—said a fellow had to have money to
make money. They claimed there was no
chance for a fellow whose family didn’t
have money or some business to start him
out in. And I'd decided they must be
right.

I guess at that time I had just about
given up hope. I thought there must be
some kind of a mystery about making a lot
of money. I figured I just didn’t have an
even chance to grab off success and big
money. But I was due for a big awakening.

Did I get it? Oh, boy! Read my story
and judge for yourself.

It all started one day last summer, when
Helen, the girl 1 wanted to marry, was
leaving for the seashore. Of course | went
to the station to see her off.

As [ stepped onto the station platform
Bob Oakes and Wilmer Pratt had just
rolled up in their cars. They climbed out
with their arms full of bundles—books,
expensive candy, flowers, all sorts of things.
Well sir, I wished I could have swallowed
in one gulp the little box of drugstore
candy I had bought for Helen—it certainly
looked pitiful beside all that stuff.

\Ve three stood there talking to Helen until train-
time, while Helen’s mother locked me up and down.
Like any young girl’s mother would, she had my

financial standing already sized up within thirty-five
cents. Cheap suit, cheap hat, she took it all in.

Just twelve

And you could see on her face all the time what a lot
of nerve she thought I had to give Bob and Wilmer
a run for elen.

\{ell, to make a long story short, Helen was nice,
but her mother stood there looking scornful when-
ever she glanced my way, and she hardly spoke to
me at all. I felt about as welcome as the measles,
and as uncomfortable as the itch.

And Bob and Wilmer were exchanging sly grins

behind my back—! caught them once or twite.
They didn’t take any trouble to spare my feelings
—I guess it just suited them to see ne sweat.
I began to wish that 1 and my cheap suit and cheap
hat could sink through the floor, but I stayed there
and stuck it out.

\When Helen’s train finally left, I slunk home,
ashamed and humiliated. [ walked down quiet side
streets so nobody would see me. 1 went upstairs to
my room and sat there with a lump in my throat,
getting hotter and hotter and more ashamed of
myself. Then I began to see red and redder.

Finally | jumped up and banged the table. *I'll
show ‘em,”” [ growled through clenched teeth.
““There must be some way for a man to make real
money!” An idea suddenly flashed through my
head.

astily I began thumbing the pages of a magazine
on the table, searching for an advertisement that
I’d seen 1many times, but passed up without think-
ing, an advertisement telling of big opportunities for
trained men to succeed in the great new Radio field.
With the advertisement was a coupon offering a big
free book full of information. [ sent the coupon in,
and in a few days received a handsome 64-page
book, printed in two colors, telling all about the
opportunities in the Radio field and how a man can
prepare quickly and easily at home to take advan-
tage of these opportunities. I read the hook care-
fully and when 1 finished it I made my decision.

What’s happened in the twelve months since that
day, as I've already told you, scems almost like a

Take another tip—No matter what your plans are, no matter how much or how little you know

about Radio—clip the coupon below and look their free book over.

It is filled with interesting facts,

figures, and photos, and the information it will give you is worth a few minutes of anybody’s time.
You will place yourself under no obligation—the book is free, and is gladly sent to anyone who wants

to know about Radio.

dream to me now. For ten of those twelve months,
I've had a Radin business of my own! At first, of
course, I started it as a little proposition on the side,
under the guidance of the National Radio Institute,
the outfit that gave me my Radio training. It
wasn’t long hefore I was getting so much to do in
the Radio line that I quit my measly little clerical
job,"and devoted my full time to my Radio business.

Since that time I've gone right on up, always
under the watchful guidance of my friends at the
National Radio Institute. They would have given
me just as much help, too, if | had wanted to follow
some other line of Radio besides building my own
retail business—such as broadcasting, manufactur-
ing, experimenting, sca operating, or any of the score
of lines they prepare you for. And to think that
until that day I sent for their eve-opening book, I'd
been wailing *‘I never had a chance!”

Now I'm making real money, own a good car,
stand high in my town, can horrow money at the
bank any time I might waat it. [’m getting some
real fun and enjoyment out of life, not just existing
from pay-day to pay-day.

And—just listen to this! Bob was in my place
only the other day, and asked me for a job! Wilmer
is still getting along pretty well on his father’s
money, but he'd trade places with me any day-.

And Helen? Well—the Loneymoon will he spent
in Honohulu, starting two months from tomorrow!

Here’sa real tip. Think it over—are you satisfiell?
i‘.\[e>you making enough money, at work that you
ike?

This new Radio game is a live-wire field of golden
rewards. The work in any of the 20 different lines
of Radio, is fascinating, absorbing, well paid. The
National Radio Institute—oldest an largest Radio
home-study school in the world—will train you
inexpensively in your own home to know Radio
from A to Z and to increase your carnings in the
Radio field.

J. E. SMITH, President,
National Radio Institute,
Dept. P-96, Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Smith:

Just Address

J. E. SMITH, President

National Radio Institute

Dept. P-96, Washington, D. C.

Please send me your 64-page free book. printed in two colors, giving
all information about the opportunities in Radio and how. [ can learn
quickly and easily at home to take advantage of them. I understand
this reQuest places me under no obligation, and that no salesmen will
call on me.

Name..,
Address

Town

State.
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or L hese Four Reasons

Arcturize Your Present Radio Set

Enjoy all the Benefits of A-C Power
from Your Light Socket with--

e
=,

Arcturus A-C Tubes

DETECTOR 2 AMPLIFIER = POWER

Arcturus A-C Tubes Have
4 Outstanding Features:

1. Exceptional tone quality, 3.
volume and sensitivity.

2. Readily adaptable to all
circuits using standard sockets.

If you have been awaiting the perfection of A-C
Tubes before modernizing your present set, send
at once for detailed information on the operating
characteristics of Arcturus A-C Tubes.

Ask Your Dealer

It doesn’t take long or cost much to install Arcturus A-C Tubes in
your present set. Your dealer’s service man can get engineering
instructions for the few simple changes in wiring that are necessary.
Always remember that in changing over your set for A-C operation,
Arcturus A-C Tubes require the least changes in wiring.

Perfect operation under all
normal line voltage variations:

4. Free from hum.

For the Technical Man--

The unique advantages which we claim
for Arcturus A-C Tubes are directly
traceable to unique features of con-
struction and exceptional operating
characteristics.

The exceptional long life of Arcturus
Tubes is due to the enormous electron
supply resulting from the heater oper-
ating at a low temperature.

The highly efficient cathode is re-
sponsible for the unusual sensitivity of
Arcturus A-C Tubes, and for the excep-
tional volume and tone quality which
their use insures. This cathode pro-
duces: 1. A high amplification factor

(10.5). 2. A low plate impedance
(9,000 ohms). 3. A high mutual con-
ductance (1160 micromhos).

Since the base of the Arcturus A-C
Tube is of the standard four prong
type, no additional terminals are re-
quired, making Arcturus Tubes adapt-
able to existing circuits with all the
simplicity of D-C tubes. No center
taps or balancing are required. A com-
mon toy transformer may be used.
Filament voltage is the same (15 volts)
for all types—detector, amplifier and
power.

The freedom from hum which is one
of the most important features of Arc-

turus A-C Tubes is due to the use of
low A-C current, only 0.35 ampere.
(Disturbing electro-magnetic fields are
proportional to alternating current—
not voltage.) Arcturus Tubes in all
stages are four element tubes with in-
directly heated cathodes.

Normal variations in line voltage do
not affect the operation of Arcturus
A-C Tubes. The amplification factor is
practically constant over a wide range
of filament voltages—13.0 to 18.0 volts.

The use of a heavy carbon filament
enables Arcturus A-C Tubes to with-
stand even an unusual overload.

ARCTURUS RADIO COMPANY, INC.

259 Sherman Avenue, Newark, N.J.

e = A s S
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EAR MRS, “A OF MONTREAL: This is Mr. Cross, and T do
D hope that vou are not disappointed. T ecan imagine your surprise

at tiis fulsome answer to vour »ather bashful note to me of a few
davs ago. T love the naive way in which you saj ‘Judging from his
unusual manner of announcing. one would imagine im t2 be a man of
more refinement. culture and education than t(he majority of
announcers.”

You have said it better than T dare, for [ should risk my soul for all
time to come to make comparisons that other announcers might con
sider odious. But here he is—tull page of him—and. bless your dear
heart. he needs it for to tell the truth he has ceased to make a bowing
acquaintance with the seales at 200 quite some time ago, T am told.

Of course You hear hin every Thursday night. I do. and T'H edmit
I'd as soon hear AMilton J. Cross ax Tite Schipa. Tsn't that a terrible
confession for a professed lover of the opera’ But Mr. Cross is such
4 gentleman! His language ix %o well chosen. his voice so perfeetly
modnlated, and he scems so sympathetic with the eharacters ne
describes. Don't vou win ply adore him

You know, Mrs - it is perfectly wonderful the way ne commutes
between Chicago and New York Imagine having ta travel almost
2.000 miles every week just to announce one progran: over the Radio!
It is simply tremendous.

Mr. Sto of the National Broadea ting company, sent me several
pictures of AMr. Cross and thix. he said, he liked the laast of all. >
dear. I'm xo sorry to disappoint yvou but really I never have met Mr.
Cross in person. We all cherish such splendid illusfons about our
beloved annour cers, and I dare say, it ix almost riskyv to actually meet
them. | have had oue or two experiences. and prefer to adwnire taem
from o dixtanee

Mr. Stone dvesn't like this picture. 1 think it 1s marvelous. don't
you? And that's just the way he sits at the opera when yon hear him
telling the siory of what has transpired, and what we are to expect.
Look at this picture next Thursday night and tanecy him sitting
there just like thit while yYou hear him tahk.

Doesn’t he look mischievous? Yes. he has blue eves and brown hair.
Oh, and a darling of a wife and haby girl'! He is a graduate of the
Damroseh Tnstitute of Musical Art ard has quite a r puation as i
singer, as vou may know. He was born in New York, and 1@ bhelieve he
is of the Preshyvterian faith.

Faithfully yours,
MARCELLA
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NUMBER

2

World’s Most Popul

Please credit this ballot to:

(Or

chestra’s Name)
Signed ........

Address .....

COUPON BALLOT

POPULAR ORCHESTRA Editor, Radio Digest,
510 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, 1.

SHEPHERDS HEAR |
““ANGELIC VOICES”
Buddies on Wyoming Sheep Ranch

Write KOA Joy of Hearing
Music From the Sky

ar Orchestra Contest

ing sheep in the Wyoming hills,”
| said a letter from a shepherd to
the director of Station KOA, Denver, re-
| cently. " We' generally means the herder,
{his dog and his pony. But I've got a
buddy out here and we get atong fine now
that we can hear you by Radio.
»Shepherds have always been going
| nlone tending sheep just about the same
since Adam and Eve got kicked out of
12den. And nobody ever did anything to
| muke it any different until Radio was dis-
| cover d. Al we used to hear was lambs
| bleating, dams answering, wolves and
coyotes and sometimes a dog barking or a

“WE GET fed up with scenery herd-

of Station....ooveveeceeees
(Calt Letters)

Californian Logs

616 Radio Calls

William MacDonald Believed to Hold
World’s Dx Record—Uses Own

Ten Tube Receiver

HEN one has logged 300 *broadcast-

ing stations. one may safely assume L . . .

to be a successful candidate for the in the World’s Most Popular Orchestra | Book.  We are not bugs. It is truw
degree of D. X. After that, further Contest. lha_nks to the Radio. th you would
aceumulatlons of reception certificates S ‘\"_"k? if yf)u_ could see how interested we
iay be considered in the post-graduate Signed are in hearing the lady who telts how
cla'qs e | & ¢ Address . lto muke fancy things to eat. We glve a

A dispatch by Dan Thomas to the Chi-
cago Evening Post Radio weekly avows
that Wiiliam MacDonald of Chula Vista.
Calif.. has evidence to back up his claims
that he has logged 616 stations from 37
pations scattered over the world. Mr.
Thomas belicves this to be a world rec-
ord, and so far as Radio Digest has been
able to determine it is a world recerd.

MacDonnld has a ten-tube set which he
developed himself. He has been at the
job of getting distance practically every
night for three years and says:

Solved All Secreots

“There are several secrets to long dis-
tance reception. I believe I have solved
all of them with my set, for I have tuned
in stations from the most distant points
on earth. Where the average filament
tests 50 all of mine test 100.

“rPhe batteries alse are an important
factor. 1 use rubber insulated batteries
of high capacity and a series of wet I3
batteries having a total capucity of 200
volts. It Is important to have wet B
batteries.

“Right now I am trying out an outside
non-directional cage aerial, but I have
had my best success with the Gilcrest
type box aeriul which has no insulators.
Insulators are bound to offer resistance,
although they are not supposed to.

“I also have found that three ground
wires will increase the receiving radius
a considerable extent. [ am using three
of them, running into the ground about
a foot apart. They set up an electrical
field in the ground that greatly enhances
reception.”

Gets Bombay Amateur

Almost half way around the world lies
Bombay, India. With an up and going
super power station kicking off five or
ten kw that certainly would be a DX
wave worth roping on any set anywherc.
But this Bombay amateur station shoots
a 320 meter wave with only 52 watts,
and MacDonald has that as one of his
616 stations.

Ilis sacred log is a veritable Radio atlas
of the world. England, Ireland, France,

Italy, Germany. Sweden and Switzerland
are heard reguiarly in his home.
“All of my distant receptions have come

in over the loud speaker, 1ys Macbonald.
»I have never used receivers, which many
people say are better for such receiving.
I believe that a horn type speaker of low
resistunce. such as the one I am using,
is just as eflicient as head sets. The cone
type speaker is best for quality, but it
falts down on distance.”

DAINTY MISS MYRA
ADORNS OUR COVER

& developments take place and

cach broadcasting station be-

comes a more important factor,
directors and owners take a more
serious interest in their studio per-
sonnel. There are more contracts and
less changes on the staff. So WHN,
New York, makes it a matter of note
that Miss Myra Lee, the vivacious per-
sonality on the Radlo Digest December

cover. is exclusively WIIN, always
has been. She came a wide-eyed curi-
ous visitor with an artist associate,

tried out with the microphone, and
found she had an exceptionally clear

and full Radio voice. Jrust now she
e Tl a. ]

e antinm

pony whinneying.

“No wonder shepherds always were kind
of plagued when they came into a village
and couldn't seem to make friends with
folks. We ain’t queer but being alone with

| yourself makes it hard to act like other
| folks when you meet up with them at the
lston-s and post office.

“lladio must have been invented for
shepherds. We lovok up at the stars when
the sheep have settled down for the night.

|and we hear voices, we hear music, the
| sky speaks to us. Angels sing as they
did on the tirst Christmas in the Good

NOMINATION BLANK

World's Most T’o—pular Orchestra Contest

POPULAR ORCHESTRA
“ditor, Radio Digest
510 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Il

1 Nominate...

(Oréhiestra’s

of Station. ...

{lot of swell names to the sow belly, flap
jacks and sour dough . .. and you would
be surprised what a difference it makes."”
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+All the News in Radio™......
Milton J. Cross—Photo
Logs 616 Stations....

Shepherds Hear Angelic
Marcella .......cooioiiiiiiiiiia.. .
Sam Pickard Lays Down the Law.
Orchestras Flock to Contest....
Silent Night Ends in_Chicago.

Two Pages of Radio Personalitie:
Gold Cup Winners
Sarge the Wirdjammer
Simple Explanation of Broadcasting—B
Totem Pole Bluet, KOMO
Elsie*Miller Wood Intreprets Classics,
Vaughn de Leath.................
Buddy's Oscillating Banjo, KYW.
Woman Wins $1,000 Prize.
National Opera Stars..
“Just a Couple of Kid: a9
Daddy, Manna and the Bathing Girls, KFI1.
McNamee Meets Miss St, Louis....... 0060 B0000 .
Gladys Johnson and Gladys Johnson, KGW .. 5

Captain Gray Writes His Log of Glory..
Commissioner Bullard on Railroad Radio

M.G-M on Screen and Air at Same T
Kenneth and the Bug....................
“Talking to Millions”"—By Phillips Carlin,

Red Lords of Russia......... o 5
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Carl Butman Brings Youth..

Selected Programs for Women.
Meet WEAF Eskimo Chief
ABC_Eliminators
AC-Seven—By William P. Lear
| Editorial; Reader’'s View; Indi-Gest.
Programs and Highlights of the Air.
Official Call Book and Log
Evening at Home..
State and City Inde:

Looking Ahead

Taking Technical Kinks out of Knotty Explanations is
Marvin W. Thompson does when it comes to Radio. The second instalhnent
of Simple Explanation of Broadcasting takes you right into the why and
wherefore of the science so that even a kindergarten child could understand.
It's in the next issue of Radio Digest. .

Opening the Midwest Network Studios in Chicago will be described, and details
given as to what the expansion means to the fan who listens in. January
Radio Digest.

Seven Years of Broadcasting, is the interesting subject of a history of the art
leading up to the developments of today. It will afford a review on which you
may write your club paper. .

|

one of the nicest things

1l‘\“‘l when he smile

Special articles about broadcasting stations and artists, with photographs, are desired. No manuscriPts accepted
unless typewritten and prepaid. or returned withoul return postage being inclosed. 1l
manuscripts are sent at owner's risk.

SEND IN THE BLANK TODAY

Newsstands Don’t Always
Have One Left

Every Month New Wave Changes in the

Radio ci)igest

Call Book and Log

Publisher Radlo Digest,
510 N. Dearborn St..
Chicago. 11linois.

Please find enclosed check M. O, for Three Dol-
lars (Four, Forelgn) for One Year's Subscription
to Radio Digest. Illustrated.

Name

City
12.27
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SHORT WAVES

By Marcella

KFRC Paging Cupid; Lucke Brothers
only Interested; Two New Broad-
casters Defy Commission; Leanna
Forced to Disappoint Bachelor.

AN YOU imagine a whole staff of any

Radio station all unmarried? T bet

you anything that since KI'RC sent
that letter challenging any other thou-
sand watt station to vie with it for single-
blessedness honors. little cupid has beéen
more than busy and by the time this is in
print the entir staft of six husky Wes-
terner bachelors and one atluring bachelor
girl, named Peggy O'Neil, will have had
doubte and triple weddings. You can't fool
Marcella. 1t's  just impossible to Kkeep
attractive anuouncers single.

* *

Charles, 1 think you have a rival for
Celeste Ward's affections. Listen to the
enthusiastic way Cart AMenzer writes about
her: “Celeste has heen with
us at Station WSUIL since
June, 1927, appearing about
three times each week. Due
to her expericence along
these lines her programs are
made up of numbers which
especially appeal to the
average Radio listener and
she has proven to be the
lmost popular artist we have the good for-
tune to broadeast from the Old Gold stu-
dio. Miss Ward is about five feet four
inches high, slender, big brown eyes, dark
nrrown hair. and a darn sweet disposition.
Just look at her picture. Don’t you think
she is pretty? We do” Carl adds as a
postscript to his tetter that WSUI is mov-
ing tnto a new studio and everything.
Isn't that wonderful. He algo promises to
drop in and see Marcella some day. When
he does then 1'11 iet you know just ex-
actly what he looks like.

* L]

Peg. here's Marvin L.ucke's answer to
my letter asking for information about
Harry and him: “PFirst of all, Harry, my

vounger brother is stu dio
soloist for KTNT and has
heen for the past two years
—but dves not announce

" programs. He, being my
I = F  brother, T do not have the
e nerve to tell how good-look-

b :; ing he is. but let you judge.

Here goes for his descrip-
tion: Blue eyes, dark hair,
trenty years old, and lots of lowa pep.
As to myself—well that’s the hardest to
write about. However, here,goes: Blue
eves, light hair and about five feet ten
inches in height, age twenty-three years.
I have been musical director for KTNT
for the past two years and
regular staft *cellophonist
and staff pianist. Are we
single—yep—but interested?
Now please don't “bawl” us
out too severely in that next
jssue.” Can you BuESS, Peg,
which is which? Well just
to make it easier for you,
the top one is Harry and the
lower, Marvin.

Freeman Talbot, KOA's terribly nice
announcer, was in here this week. My but
he's attractive and such a great big man.
s it just makes your
heart beat extra fast. He says he expects
an awful lot of trouble with the Radio
Commission. They have a new broadcaster
out there in Denver who simply will not
abide by the rules, The young lady's name
is Katherine Louise Talbot and she is
only a little over 2 month old. She goes
on the air in scason and out, on any wave.
without authority ot the commission.

L] *

You may be interested to know that
WDBO also has a hew announcer in the
person of Harold Potter Danforth, Junior,
who arrived only about a month ago. At
present, hewever, he is confining his
broudcasts to the remote control studio
at his Daddy's home—but migosh., how
can he expect to build up a large audience
when he starts announcing at 2 a. m. and
concludes hisg programs about two hours

later.

Dear me! Mr. Bachelor of Hamilton,
Missourl, you are doomed to bitter dis-
appointinent. Leanna ield Driftmier, the
sister of Henry Field of
KINF, is already some-
body's wonderful wife. She
tells me that she is tall,
dark haired, and brown eyed
and is forty-one and mar-
ried and not only that, she
has seven children. How do
you suppose she managed to
do so much? She says She
has a stenographer right at home with her
who takes her letters and writes down
recipes and things. And she has some cor-
respondence because only last Chrisimas
she received two thousand Christmas
presents from her Hsteners.

L] L]
(Continucd on page 2¢)
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SHERMAN’S WLS ORCHESTRA LEADS

COMMISSION MIGHT
TURN HARD BOILED

SAM PICKARD HINTS FORCE
FOR DISTURBERS

Tells R. M. A, Wishes of Majority
Will Prevail—Law Must
Be Obeyed by All

Following is the official yecord of the highlights of
Sam Pickard's first declaration as a new member of
the federal Radio commission.

By Sam Pickard
Member of Federal Radio Commission

month broadcasting faces the

cold weather test. The summer

allocations have worked well. Lis-
teners have been satisfied with local re-
ception. We have all realized, of course,
that with cool weather heterodyvning
from powerful stations on the same
channel would prevail.

However, the commission’s barometer,
which is the daily mail, indicates com-
few complaints from inter-

HIS

paratively

B

ference in comparison to the large num-
ber of listeners.

If hard-boiled, stiff-armed tactics are
necessary to reduce this interference and
listeners indicate the desire to sacrifice
many of the local stations to this end,
the commission stands ready to apply
fully the interest, convenience or neces-
sity clause of the Radlo Aet. In the
minds of the Radio commissioners it is
a question of whether or not the major-
ity of listeners actually want any local
service stations to sacrifice power, time
privileges or favorable wave lengths in
the interest of better reception.

DX Fans Appear

During the last few days good recep-
tion weather has brought out the DX
fans, just as a few warm spring days
produces its group of fishermen. They re-
port that many of the channels bring in
only a whistle, the penalty of two or
more stations trving to do their stuff
on the same wave length. Along with
interference complaints there usually
comes a solution. Dozens of those have
been hopefuily examined by the commis-
sion but fame and fortune still await
the inspired answer to the problem of
placing 685 stations on 89 channels, in
thie face of established fact that a 1,000-
watt transmitter per channel is the reg-
ulation load.

Tt is within the populated business and
town centers where most broadcasting
stations are to he found, and here lis-
teners are well serviced with Radio. Out-
side of the larger cities, however, where
more or less distant stations must be
relied on for service, particularly the

(Continued on page 23)

WORLD’S MOST POPULAR
RADIO ORCHESTRAS

Leading America

Midwest

Maurie Sherman's Daance Orchestra,

\WLS, Chicago
By Districts

No. 1 East, Vincent Lopez, WEAF.......

No. 3 Midwest, Fred Hamm's Orchestra.

No. 4 West, Seven Aces, \WBAP, Fon

Wort

No. 5 Far W est Max Do n. I\BC

No. 6 Canada, Eveready S)mph.onyA
CKNC, ToiiontON nsemiiamwhdmm s : g i 51n
No. 2 South, Chas. Darnbcrger. I\TIIS

Hot Sprmgs. Ark..

| MUSICIANS WIN

AVALANCHE

OF VOTES FOR GOLD AWARD

Nominations Receiyed for 110 Organizations Dur-
ing First Two Weeks of Contest—Listeners
Eager to Show Appreciation

NOMINATE THESE TWO FOR TROPHY

these organizations are heard over

the stations associated with the Na-
tional Broadcasting company. There
should be a full quota of twentyv-three in
the First National outfit shown at the
top. Somewhere along the way it appears
the photographer lost four members. Per-
haps they are detained by anxious friends

LL set for the big contest. Both of
/

Silent Night Abandoned by Chicago

Broadcasters to

offering them ballots and good wishes.

Below we have that justly distinguished
group, the Crosley Moscow Art orchestra,
with Arna Arriga, the conductor, in the
center. There are members missing here,
tvo. Perhaps they are similarly detained.
\We shall see. At any rate do not forget
to clip every ballot and make each one
count.

Prevent Time Loss

Commission Assigns WHT Wave to WHAZ for Monday Night—
Awakes Other Stations to Act Against
Further Encroachment

BOLITION of Chicago's silent night | cago Broadcasters statement follows

has been foreshadowed by the gradual

elimination ol silent nights through-
out the United States. WBAIL, Baltimor
WHAS, Louisville; WHO. Des DMoines;
WLW, Cincinnati; and WOW, Omaha, are
only a few of the stations which have ex-
panded their service to include a seven
day broadcasting weels.

Anmong the Chicago broadcasters KYW
has stood alone for three years in urging
Chicago Broadcasters to do away with the
silent night. They have ahvays pointed
out, that the Radio Department in Wash-
ington would assign Chicago wave lengths
to other stations on Monday nights. Chi-
cago stations were startled into action
when they learned that the Radio Com-
mission had assigned the WIBO-WHT-
WORD wave to WIIAZ on Monday nights
and was planning to release other Chicago
wave lengths for that night. The broad-
casters association immediately agreed to
discontinue Chicago's silent night.

The more important points of the Chi-

“Chiraga’s "sitent night’ is a survival of
an era when Radio broadeasting was in an
experimental stage and Radio receivers
were deflcient in selectivity.

*Chicago broadcasters have reached the
conelusion that the tacit agreement here-
tofore observed by Chicago broadeasters
should be terminated. They are forced to
this conclusion by many reasons:

“The federal Radio commission has
actually begun to assign Chicago wave
lengths to other stations for use on Mon-
day night.

“According to information received from
the federal Radio commission, great pres-
sure is being brought to bear by outside
stations for sueh assignments and the
rights of Chicago stations to continued
use of their wave lengths are thus being
placed in jeopardy.

“Chicago’s important as a Radio center
is being diminished by virtue of the fact

(Continued on page 20

And we say it with ballots. Radio
Digest was all but swamped as a re-
sult of the first two weeks of voting in
the new popularity contest by which beau-
tiful and costly plaques are to be awarded
to orchestras receiving the greatest nuin-
ber of votes in six districts divided among
the United States and Canada.
Announcement was made in the Novem-
ber issue which appeared in some places
on October 31. About November and the
first votes began to come in. Then came
special bagfuls from the post oflice.
In two weeks it wa8 a veritable whirl-

'W’E DO love our Radlio orchestras.

wind of votes. As we go to press they
are coming in with unabated volume.
Midwest Shows First

In the little hox above may be seen the
standings of the orchestra at the end of
the first two weeks' count. Midwest states
naturally began to make the greatest show-
ing first, because of the comparatively
short distance for mailing. But California
and Maine sent ballots by special delivery
and airmail.

The winners of the plagues will achieve
not only national fame but will become
identified as leaders in nations across the
Atlantic, as many other American orches-
tras have done.

The fact that Maurie Sherman could
beat out Vincent l.opez in the Midwest
perhaps s an idiosyncrasy of the muail.
When the East begins to shower down its
ballots Lopez or some other of the Eastern
organizations will march torward and take
a dominating position as a national leader.
The same may be true of the South, West,
I"ar-West or Canada.

Tributes of Friends

One gold and five silver plaques are to
be awarded 1o orchestrus honored by the
greatest number of votes from their
friends. It is a small tribute on the part
of any listener to cut out and mail a ballot
to bring special honor to the members of
an orchestra that furnishes so freely the
best to be had in the way of music.

Even if the orchestra of your choice
may seem, in your mind, incapable of
sufficient support to take a gold or silver
prize a lngh voting figure ‘is ﬁomethlng to
show in thé way of merit. Vote for your
favorite orchestra whether you think it

(Continued on page 14)







