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PERSONAL PORTABLES 

ASERIES of personal miniature 
receivers, thought to be the last 

word in neat design, were recently 
brought out by the industry. But, al- 
most as soon as they hit the store win- 
dows, the public was asking for a -c/d -c 
line operation, having been educated 
along this line through the experience 
of the previous few years when the 
popular type of standard large portables 
went through the same procedure. Now 
we hear that honest -to -goodness pocket 
sets will be coming along soon which 
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G -M pocket portable 

won't require a policeman's overcoat 
pocket ! 

Portable sets have always had unique 
appeal-probably because of complete 
isolation from home surroundings, an- 
tennae and power lines. Even in the 
comparatively early days of radio, cigar 
box receivers were continually appear- 
ing in amateur and experimenters' 
magazines. They were not commercial 
designs, however, being the product of 
hobbyists. 

Just as the low drain series of 1.4 - 
volt tubes made the standard portable 
loop receivers possible a few years ago, 
the new series of miniature tubes and 

General Electric LB4I2 (below). 

small i -f transformers made the present 
personal models feasible. The power re- 
quirements haven't changed, but the 
new tubes are very much smaller. They 
are more fragile, too, having no bases. 
The prongs are supported by the glass 
itself which can cause cracked envel- 
opes. Socket manufacturers have to 
design the small sockets for these 
miniature tubes since misfits cause 
strains. 

The tube types are as follows: 1T4 
r -f and i -f, 1R5 oscillator -converter, 

DeWald 564. 
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