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- We much regret to record the deaths of Mavis Constance Tate,
Leon Marks Lion and James Agate which occurred during the
compilation of this volume.

NEw ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS :
Page
56 .. Byrne, Philip,
Embassy Buildings, Enfield, Middlesex.

110 .. Ellis, Edwin,
Gerrard 5063.
155 .. Haycock, Myfanwy,
“ Glyndwr,” Pontnewynydd, Pontypool, Mon.
213 .. Lucraft, Howard,
202, Creighton Avenue, London, N.22.
Tudor 3202.
260 .. DParfitt, Gordon
Flat 6, Bignores, Darenth Road, Dartford, Kent.
275 .. Prador, Irene,
Hampstead 7391.
324 .. Spenser, David, L )
19, Eccleston Square, London, S.W.1.
344 .. Trevor, Elleston,

4, Pont Street, Knightsbridge, London, S.W.1

ADDENDA :
178 .. James, Godfrey,
: Recently resigned from B.B.C.
180 .. Johnston, William Denis,

Resigned his position as Television Programme
Director in May, 1947, in order to devote his
time to play-writing.

ERRATA :

20 .. Baily, Leslie,
Line 12: 1934 should read 1924.

180 .. Johnston, William Denis,
Line 4: “nected” should read *connected.”
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FOREWORD

“ Although twenty-four years have elapsed since the British Broadcasting Company
began its daily programmes from Savoy Hill, there is still no up-to-date reference book con-

cerning the thousands of people connected with broadcasting.

For this reason alone ‘‘ Radio Who's Who ” will prove invaluable to theatrical and
film producers, as well as radio and television producers, artists’ booking agencies and radio
journalists. And it is hoped that, as well as being a useful reference book, it will also prove

readable and entertaining to listeners and “‘ fans.”

Everything possible has been done to eliminate errors and, as the biographical details
have been supplied in nearly every case by the persons concerned, readers may be reasonably
confident of their factual accuracy. The style in many cases is intentionally informal—thus
helping to preserve the individuality of style of those whose biographies are included. More
important than any possible minor inaccuracy will be the omissions inevitable in a pioneer
volume—some of them due to the rapid expansion of radio during war years. That they are
mainly the result of failure to contact the people concerned further stresses the need for a radio
reference book. Apologies are offered to all such people and their co-operation in rectifying

omissions in subsequent editions will be welcomed.

Grateful thanks are tendered to all those whose kind co-operation has made the book
possible, and most particularly to the B.B.C., without whose friendly help the difficulties of

compiling it might well have proved insuperable.
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ABRAHAM, GERALD ERNEST HEAL.

Connected with radio on the editorial
side. b. Newport, Isle of Wight, 9th
March, 1904. Joined the editorial staff of
“ Radio Times ” in 1935. Address: 106,
Frognal, London, N.W.3. Hampstead
5642. Became Deputy Editor of ‘ The
Listener ” in 1939 and Director Graphic
Department in 1948. Is author of a num-
ber of books on musical and other
subjects including a series entitled
“ Music of the Masters.”

ACLAND, RICHARD (Sir).

Has taken part in many talks and dis-
cussions mostly of a political nature. b.
London, 9th June, 1906. His first con-
nections with radio were the “ Week in
Westminster ” programmes in 1937-9.
Address: Killerton, Budlake, Exeter. In
1935 he was elected Liberal Member of
Parliament for North Devon. He co-
operated in founding the Common
Wealth movement which he supported
1942-5. Became a member of Tiverton
Divisional Labour Party in October,
1945. In 1936 married Anne Stella
Alford, A.R.I.LB.A. Has three sons. Sir
Richard Acland has very definite views
on radio and thinks ithat the present
policy of trying not to offend anybody
means, in effect though not in intention,
that all views in support of the status
quo are tolerable; all views which really
demand a rejection of the basic principles
of the new age are “intolerable”—
because they offend someone. He con-
tends that there should be regular,
uncensored controversy about all con-
tentious subjects.

ADAM, KENNETH.

Director of Publicity, B.B.C. b. Not-
tingham, 1st March, 1908. Address:
Bucksford, Great Chart, Ashford, Kent.
Educated Nottingham High School and
St. John’s College, Cambridge. “ Man-
chester Guardian” editorial staff 1930-
34. B.B.C. Home News Editor, 1934-36.
Special correspondent of the * Star”,
1936-40. Press Officer, B.0.A.C., 1940-

41. Director of Publicity of the B.B.C.
since 1941. First connected with radio
as a contributor to programmes for the
Nottingham Relay Station in 1926.

ADAM, PAUL.

Band Leader. b. London, 31st October,
1914. Best known for ‘“ Mayfair Musie.”
Address: 5, Kinnerton Place, Knights-
bridge, S.W.1. Sloane 9428. Had his first
music lesson when he was five years old
froin his father who was a celebrated
concert violinist and leader of the

—

PAUL ADAM

‘“Berlin Philharmonic.” Played only
classical music until he formed his “ May-
fair Music” in 1943. In 1946 married
Zena Marshall, only daughter of Mus.
Tailly, of “ Skeffington Hall,” Leicester-
shire. At present: playing at the
f“ Mirabelle Restaurant,” Mayfair, where
he has been for the past three years.
Recreations: Riding, motoring and
swimming.

ADCOCK, VERNON.

Band Leader. b. Birmingham, 1908.
Well-known as a Xylophonist and Vibra-
phone player. Address: 87, Edmund
Street, Birmingham 8. Phone: Central
5324. First broadcast in 1929 with his
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VERNON ADCOCK

Xylophone. Studied music at the Birm-
ingham and Midland Institute and later
joined the City of Birmingham Orches-
tra. Before forming his own orchestra
he played in cinema and theatre orches-
tras. Has broadcast more than 200 times
with his Xylophone and Vibraphone. His
orchestra has been heard regularly in
the “ Music While You Work ” and ““ Late
Night Music” programmes. Married
Winifred Shaw the well-known Midland
violinist.

AFFORD, MAX.

Script-writer. b. Adelaide, South Aus-
tralia, 1908. Has written many long-run-
ing serials as well as 30 original radio
(one hour) plays and about 50 adapta-
tions of stage plays for radio. Address:
243, Raglan Street, Balmoral, Sydney,
Australia. Was a newspaper reporter,
then won Australian Broadecasting Com-
mission radio-play contest with ¢ Merry-
go-Round ” in 1936. Became staff drama-
tist to A.B.C. for five years. Resigned to
become chief playwright in commercial
radio and scripted the highly successful
“ First Light Fraser” and also “ Danger
Unlimited ” which has run for two years

RADIO WHO'S WHO

and is still running. Is at present at
work on the film scenario of ““ Smithy ”
which the Columbia Film Corporation are
making at Cinesound studios, Sydney.
Has published five novels. Claims to be
the only Australian resident in Austratia
to have a play on Broadway — this is
“Lady in Danger” presented by Lee
Schubert at the Broadhurst Theatre,
New York, in March, 1945. His other
plays, of which he has written several,
include ““ Sleep No More” and “ The
Founder.”

AFRIQUE.

Impersonator.  His real name is
Alexander Witkin. b. Johannesburg,
South Africa, 2nd February, 1907.
Address: The Summer House, 52, Long-
dean Avenue, Hove. Phone: (Brighton)
Preston 6213. Won a “ discovery ”’ com-
petition at a Johannesburg music hall.
Came to England, December, 1930.
Obtained a chorus contract with the Old
Vic Opera Company after several unsuec-
cessful auditions. Toured the music
halls, doing an impression of the Duke
of Windsor, then Edward VIII, which
caused a minor sensation and resulted in
his being booked for a season at the Ritz
Carlton, New York.

AGATE, JAMES.

Dramatic Critie and Talks. b. 9th Sep-
tember, 1877. Dramatic critie, B.B.C.
1925-32 and in 1933 and 1935. Dramatic
critic on the “ Manchester Guardian”;
“The Saturday Review,” 1920-22; “ Sun-
day Times ” since 1923. Supervised the
series of broadcasts ‘ Stars in their
Courses ”’ in 1933.. Author of a number
of books of criticism, essays, a novel, and
several volumes of autobiography. His
B.B.C. talks were published under the
title “ My Theatre Talks” in 1933. Is
the Literary Critic of the “ Daily
Express.” Member of the Critiecs Circle
and a past president. Club: Savage.

AGG, HOWARD.

Writer and Producer. b. Brambhall,
Cheshire.  First broadcast with the
Empire Service building programmes

wwWwW americanradiohistorv com
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HOWARD AGG

for the Pacific and African Services.
Address: c/o District Bank, 47 Old
Bond Street, W.1. Mayfair 8040.
(Temporary.) Previous to joining the
B.B.C. was a journalist; for three years
Music Critic in Manchester; author
of many plays for amateurs, produced
all over the country; and- a modern
version of ‘ The School for Scandal”
produced in London in 1937. Part
author and producer with Mabel
Constanduros of many successful radio
plays, “ The Man from the Sea,” ‘ The
Laughing Mirror,” and “ The Tunnel”
among the best known. Adapted Somerset
Maugham’s “ The Painted Veil,” “ The
Moon and Sixpence,” and Dickens’
“Bleak House.” Also co-author with
Mabel Constanduros of the novels “ On
the Run” and “ This Respected Lady.”
Hobbies include lying in the sun and
playing the piano—turned the latter to
good account by broadcasting several
times from the original B.B.C. Studios
in The Parsonage, Manchester. Ambi-
tion: to go round the world.

ALAN, HERVEY.

Baritone. b. Whitstable, Kent, 22nd
February, 1910. First broadcast in 1935.
Specialises in all classes of singing.
Address: 22, Grove Wood Hill, Coulsdon,
Surrey. Phone: Uplands 5775. Hervey
Alan had several years experience in
choral singing before embarking on his
solo career, and has, therefore, a great
liking for oratorio. Well known in
London and the Provinces for his work

HERVEY ALAN

in the name part of Mendelssehn’s
“Elijah.” He is an exponent of the
old Italian “Bel Canto” method of
singing, and in recent years, with pianist
Ivey Dickson, has done nearly 200
lecture recitals in schools and music
clubs on the subject of music through
the centuries. Recent programmes
include “ Grand Hotel,” * Tuesday Seren-
ade,” ‘“Those Were the Days,” and
““ Concert Hour ” recital.

ALINGTON, ADRIAN.

Playwright. b. Oxford, 1895. Best
known for original plays and adapta-
tions. Address: 16, Marloes Road,
London, W.8. Western 7639. Educated
Marlborough College, and Magdalen Col-

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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lege, Oxford. Alington served 1914-1918
war in Wiltshire Regiment, and was
wounded in 1918. He was cipher ofﬁcer,
Supreme War Council,: at Versailles,
during'treaty-making. Best known fer
his plays and feature programmes, his
first connection with radio was in 1943
with'the play “ The Man in the Chair.”
His recent programmes include “ From
Tom Brown to Young Woodley ” (pro-
gramme about school stories) and
“ Willow the King.” Author of 14 novels,
a boy’s book, film and radio scripts.
Married Lucy Wilson in 1928, and has
two step-children.

ALLAN, ELKAN.

Freelance broadcaster, scrlpt writer
and introducer. b. London, 8th December,
1922. Address: 10, Coleherne Mansions,
S.W.5. Temple Bar 4818. (Office.)
Educated at a preparatory and secon-
dary school where, he says, the only
subject in which he was not bottom of
the form was English, and so regarded
some sort of writing career as essential.
Began as office boy in a news agency,
became advertisement copy-writer, assis-
tant editor of ¢ The Outfitter,” reporter
“ Daily Express,” columnist ‘“Reynolds
News,” and editor of “ New Theatre.”
First connection with radio was when he
was asked to advise on youth pro-
grammes. He then says he convinced
John Watt. of the desirability of a
separate quiz show and set questions for
“ Quiz Time ’'in the Spring, 1945. ‘“ Quiz
Time,” 1945-46, followed at peak time.
With Mary Ingram wrote gramophone
record series “ Listen to the Lyrics, How
They’ve Changed” and “ Qut of Char-
acter” introducing the programmes,
which are-among his recent programmes.
Writer for magazines, and has travelled
‘widely in Europe. Hobbies: Theatre-
going, haunting book shops, chess and
rushing about in a three-wheeler. Clubs:
Press.

ALLEN, ERIC.

Script-writer and short story broad-
caster. b. London, 25th February, 1909.
First connected with broadcasting when

he wrote material for variety artistes in
about 1935. Address: c¢/o Author’s
Advisory Service, King’s Mews, Gray’s
Inn Road, London, W.C.1. Has been
writing on and off for twenty years, con-
centrating on short stories since 1939.
These have been published in most of the
newspapers and magazines and in
collections as books. A collection of
broadcast stories was published by Rich
and Cowan. Was prizewinner in Big
Ben Books’ competition with short novel
“ Prayer is Better than Sleep.” Between
20 and 30 of his stories have been
broadcast. !

ALLEN, NAT.

Dance band leader. b. High Wycombe,
Bucks, 7th April, 1909. Did the war time
series “ Calling Malta ” and was playing
at the Cafe de Paris when it was bombed.
Address: 13, Rundell Crescent, Hendon,
N.W.4, Phone: Hendon 2928. First win-
ning a talent contest in 1927, played with
many leading bands on the guitar -and
piano until he formed his own quintet in
1941 to go to the Cafe de Paris which
was heavily bombed six weeks later. Dur-
ing the war was a special constable in
London. Was appointed musical direc-
tor of the noted ‘ Calling Malta” and
other programmes on the air. In 1945
toured the leading variety theatres with
a large stage band, and in 1946 suc-
ceeded Ambrose at Ciro’s Club, London.
Plays several . instruments. Hobbies:
Walking and cycling. ‘

ALLENBY, FRANK.

Actor. b. Hobart, Tasmania, 22nd
December, 1898. First broadcast in 1926
as Robert Tankerdown in “ None But the
Brave.” Best known for London stage
work. Address: 27, Ranelagh Grove,
S.W.1. Made his first stage appearance
in-Australia with Marie Tempest, 1917-
22, and in London 1923. Has played in
Shaw, Lonsdale, Drinkwater, Milne,
Priestley, Harwood, Yeates, St. John
Ervine, \Barrie, Pirandello and others.
Has broadcast for producers Howard
Rose, Leslie Stokes, Barbara Burnham,
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and Franvis Worsley. Long runs in-
clude “ Sweet Aloes,” “ Doctor’s
Dilemma,” ‘ Old Folks at Home,” “ The
Letter” and the “Bird in Hand.”
Favourite part is Peter Sherringham in
“ The Tragic Muse.”” Recent radio pro-
grammes include the part of A. J. Raffles
in a series of ‘ Raffles” broadcasts.

ALLIN, NORMAN.

Singer. b. Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs.,
19th November, 1885. Specialises in
opera and ballad singing. Address: 28,
Hewardale Avenue, Wandsworth Com-
mon. He has been principal bass at
Covent Garden, English and international
opera seasons since 1918. His roles
include Boris, Sarasfro, Osmin, Hagen,
Hunding, Mephistopheles, Baron Ochs,
King Mark. Principal bass at all great
British musical festivals, chorals and
orchestral societies. Principal bass at
Melbourne Centenary Opera Season,
1934-35. Professor of Singing, London
Royal Academy of Music. Hon. R.A.M.,
F.R.M.C.M. He has been connected with
radio since Savoy Hill days.

ALSOP, ADA.
Soprano. b. Darlington, 19th March,
1915. First featured in radio as solo

ADA ALSOP

soprano singer with the Northumbrian
Singers in 1936. Address: ‘ Newton-
ville,” Ravensdale Road, Darlington.
Phone: Darlington 2204. Commenced
her early training in Newcastle where
she made a name as a recitalist and
oratorio singer. As Solo Soprano of the

~ newly formed B.B.C. Northumbrian

Singers she broadcast sixty times
between 1936-9. Stanford Robinson took
an interest in her voice and this led to
broadcasts in ‘ Tuesday Serenade’’;
since then she has had regular dates on
the air in many of the leading musical
features. Appeared in the 1945 Sir Henry
Wood Promenade concerts and records
exclusively for Decca. Sandy McPher-
son’s Sunday programme, ‘ Armchair
Melodies,” is possibly one of her best
known broadcasts. In 1940 married
Harry Hayman. Her hobbies are hat
designing and farming. She designs and
executes all her own millinery and did
voluntary land work during the War.

ALSTON, REX.

Announcer (1942-3) and Commentator.
b. Faringdon, Berks, 2nd July, 1901.
Best known for his Sports Commentaries.
Educated Orleton, Scarborough; Trent
College and Clare, Cambridge. School-
master at Bedford School, 1924-41, then
joined the B.B.C. Captain of Cricket and
Athletics at Clare, also College Colours
for Rugger. Athletic Blue—2nd string
to H. M. Abrahams 100 yards, 1923.
Represented Oxford and Cambridge v.
Harvard and Yale at Wembley, 1923.
Captain of the Bedford Rugger Team and
played for Rosslyn Park and East Mid-
lands. Played cricket for Bedfordshire
(captain, 1931-2). In charge of cricket
and athletics at Bedford School, 1927-41.
Married, 1932, Elspeth, daughter of Sir
Stewart Stockman. His father, Arch-
deacon of Hastings and Suffragen Bishop
of Middleton (Lancs), retired in 1943.
Honours degree Cambs: French and
History. Clubs: Hawks (Cambridge),
Achilles, M.C.C., and various cricket and
Rugby football clubs.
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AMSTELL, BILLY.

Bandsman. b. London, 20th August,
1911. First broadcast in 1928. Specialises
in jazz. Address: 93a, Brondesbury
Road, N.W.6. Maida Vale 4035. {.earned
the piano as a child, but turned to the
saxophone because his brother played
one. Joined D’Arcy’s Babies’ Band at
the age of 14. Then became a member
of Jack Harris’ band at Grosvenor
House, Roy Fox’s first band, and with
Ambrose for nine years. Nearly four
years with the R.A.F. and on discharge
went to Geraldo for two, then to
Ambrose at Ciro’s where he still is. In
the R.A.F. he used to go out to dispersal
points on a lorry to play for pilots
about to take off—they all wanted
“In the Mood.” This used to get
on his nerves, he says, since he was
required to play it day after day and
twenty times a day—but is glad to say
that he never refused to play the number.
Travelled on the Continent with Geraldo,
and while they waved to the citizens they
received no response, because, wearing
civvies, they were taken for collabora-
tionists being driven to a concentration
camp in a lorry.

AMYOT, ETIENNE.

Planner of the Third Programme.
b. Capetown, 5th  Marech, 1909.
Educated South African College, Univer-
sity of Capetown and TUniversity of
Berlin. Exhibitioner of the University
of South Africa. 1929-39 played as a
concert pianist in recitals and with
orchestras in most of the European
capitals. Toured four times in the U.S.A.
and played on several occasions in
London. Has written and published much
work dealing with musical subjects.
Joined B.B.C. in 1940 having been
seconded from the Army to be South
African Programme Organiser. In
1944 became Assistant African Service
Director. Resigned and joined
S.H.A.E.F working In Paris and Luxem-
bourg. In April, 1946, returned to the
Corporation.

ANDERSON, FRANK CORDUE

KENNEDY.

Outside Broadcasting Manager, B.B.C.
b. London, 8th September, 1902.
Address: Old Vietoria Farmhouse,
Hardwicke, Cambs. Educated, Rugby
School, trained as an electrical engineer,
AM.LE.E., 1927, and worked as tele-
phone engineer in Argentina and
Barbados, B.W.I, 1925-36, where he did
early outside broadcasts. Joined B.B.C.
(Engineering Division) 1936, transferred
to present post 1940.

ANDERSON, MARJORIE

Poetry reader and broadcaster in
school plays. b. in London. During the
war did “ Thank You for Your Letters”
and ‘“ Forces Favourites.” Address: c/o
B.B.C. Educated Felixstowe College,
Suffolk. After leaving school studied
Spanish and took a full secretarial
course. Followed this with a three years
course with Elsie Fogerty at the Central
School of Speech Training and Dramatic
Art, and later gained the University of
London Diploma. While still a student
broadcast in plays and poetry readings.
After leaving the School of Speech Train-
ing gave lessons in voice production and
Dramatic Art at Italia Conti’s Stage
School, appearing at the same time in

MARJORIE ANDERSON
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T. S. Eliot’s “Murder in the Cathedral ”
at the Mercury Theatre. Later went on
tour in the play and to the United States
in 1938. In 1940 joined the B.B.C. staff as
one of the first two woman announcers
in the Overseas Service. Worked for
two years in the Pacific Service which
meant rising at dawn to broadcast to
Austrialia and New Zealand. Was trans-
ferred to the General Forces Pro-
gramme as Continuity Announcer, com-
piling and presenting * Forces Favour-
ites,” and answering letters from service
men and women by post and on the air
in a weekly talk “ Thank You for Your
Letters.” In 1945 made a short film of
this feature for Pathe Pictorial. In Dec-
ember, 1945, played the part of Frances
Courteney in the radio play “ The Peace-
ful Inn ” and gave many poetry readings.
Appointed to Third Programme, 1946.

ANDREWS, BARBARA.

Pianist and Singer. * Better half ” of
the Ted and Barbara Andrews team.
b. Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. Started in
broadecasting about eight years ago and
has recently featured with Ted in all the
big Variety programmes such as Music
Hall, Variety Band Box, Monday Night
at Eight, Navy Mixture, Workers’ Play-
time, Shipmates Ashore, etec. Well known

TED and BARBARA ANDREWS

for their amusing intimate conversations
between numbers. Their theme song is
—*“1I Bring A Love Song.” Is a very
fine pianist, A.R.C.M. performer. (See
also entry under Ted Andrews.) Her
hobbies are her home and her children.
Her ambition to have a small farm com-
plete with horses, chicks, etc.

ANDREWS, GILLIAN MAGUIRE.

Children’s Hour Actor. . London,
15th July, 1930. 64, Hanger Lane,
Ealing, W.5. Educated, S. Hilary’s,
Alderly Edge, and now at St. Anne’s
Convent, Ealing. Appeared in the
original Carol broadcast Christmas, 1941,
then as young artist (dramatic) B.B.C.
at War Exhibition. Recent programmes
include “ Man Who Saw the Apple Fall,”
‘“ Prince and Pauper,” and best known ds
Susan in broadcasts of ‘ The Brydon
Family.” Travelled in TFrance, Italy,
Jugo-Slavia, and Greece. Is going to the
R.A.D.A. after matriculating. Has been
awarded medals for singing and elocu-
tion, passed all pianoforte examinations
(R.S.M.) with distinction, had two
original musical compositions broadecast,
one poem, and two short stories accepted.
Is now engaged on a novel. Ambitions:
To be actor, playwright and producer.
Father is an architect and mother a
dramatic coach and elocutionist.

ANDREWS, TED.

Well-known tenor of Ted and Barbara
Andrews team. b. Toronto, Canada, 1st
April, 1907. TFirst connected with radio
in Canada twenty years ago. Address:
15, Cromwell Road, Beckenham, Kent.
Phone: Beckenham 3511. Was born in
Canada and first sang at the age of seven
in the choir of S. James Church,
Toronto. His first big public appearance
was at the Albert Hall, Toronto, as alto
soloist when he was ten. Then followed
a period of study which included the
Spanish guitar, banjo and other musical
instruments. He became chief arranger
to the large Canadian radio orchestras.
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Trying his luck in England, he says, he
found it when he met Barbara (who is
a very fine pianiste in her own right,
A.R.C.M. performer), teamed up with her
and eventually married her. Now they
have three children—two boys and a
girl—Julie, aged eight, is already show-
ing signs of becoming a brilliant colora-
tura soprano. (See also Barbara
Andrews.) Golf is his main hobby. He
is already playing from scratch and his
big ambition is to win the British
Amateur Golf Championship.

ANDREWS, VICTOR.

Scriptwriter, producer, player. b.
Staffordshire, 13th June, 1897. Specialises
in radio drama. Address: The Turf
Club, Cairo, Egypt. He states that he
began talking early in life and writing
a little later. By profession a talker as
lecturer at the Royal Military College,
Cairo, but is also a writer of anything
for the radio. First play was accepted by
the B.B.C. Main interest is radio drama,
but has also written short stories, talks
and feature programmes. Graduate in
Philosophy and Psychology which, he
says, gives him a leaning toward the
eerie or the “ unusual ”’ and plays ‘“ with
a message.” ‘Since 1940 he has been a
freelance scriptwriter, producer and
player for Egyptian State Broadcasting.
Holds the opinion that first class radio
drama scripts are extremely rare, and
that too little experiment has been made
with new technique in radio drama.

ANDREWS, WILLIAM LINTON.

Journalist and Commentator. b. Hull,
27th May, 1886. Best known for appear-
ances in Brains Trust and news
commentaries, mainly from and about the
North of England. Address: 28, North
Parade, West Park, Leeds 6. Leeds
52973. Has been in journalism since
leaving Christ’s Hospital in 1902. One
of Lord Northcliffe’s “ young men” on
the ‘“Daily Mail”; then edited the
“Leeds Mercury” from 1923 to 1939;
editor the “ Yorkshire Post ¥ (with which

the *“ Leeds Mercury” was combined)
since 1939. President of the Institute of
Journalists, 1946.

ANSTEY, EDGAR HAROLD.

Film Critic broadcaster. b. Watford,
1907. Best known for his talks in “ The
Week’s Films.” Address: Film Centre,
34, Soho Square, W.1. Gerrard 4253.
Forsook scientific research to join John
Grierson in the pioneering days of docu-
mentary films. Specialised in sociological
documentaries, producing ‘ Housing
Problems,” “ Enough to Eat?” Directed
for ‘“ March of Time” in London and

aw York. Now company director of the
Film Centre, providing advice and pro-
duction and supervision of documentary
and educational films. Worked on films
for the M.O.I. and the Services. For
several years film critic of the ‘ Spec-
tator.”

ANTONY, JONQUIL.

Seriptwriter. b. London, 5th October,
1911. Best known for her serial “ The
Robinson Family,” and * Sense and
Sensibility.” Address: 13, Drayton
Gardens, S.W.10. Freemantle 4154,
Jonquil Antony, in private life Mrs.
John Wyse, first began in radio in 1936
with a feature programme about clocks
called “ Butter Wouldn’t Suit the Works.”
Recent programmes also include “ The
Moonstone,”” feature programmes and
plays. Has written over 300 scripts for
broadcasting. Hobbies: Dogs, cats, and
a parrot.

ARA, ANGEL.

Producer and Scriptwriter. b. Huesca,
Aragon, Spain, 22nd July, 1911. Pro-
duced dramatic productions for Latin
America during the war. Address: 19,
Oakhill Avenue, Hampstead, N.W.3.
Phone: Hampstead 3905. First connected
with British radio in 1938 on the open-
ing of the Latin America Service. Edu-
cated at the Universities of Salamanca
and Madrid. Doctor of Law. Also studied
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at the University of Nottingham. Direc-
ted a film with Harold Purcell for Latin
America, the first to be shot in
England with a South American cast
drawn mainly from the B.B.C. staff.
Hobby: Washing-up! Sports: Football
(played as goalkeeper) and twice played
in the Spanish football cup competition.

ARCHDALE, ALEXANDER.

Actor. b. Jhansi, India, 26th Novem-
ber, 1905. Usually appears as a light
character actor. Address: c/o Spotlight.
Left his studies in chemical engineering
at McGill University, Montreal, when he
was seized with desire to go on the stage.
In England he went on tour with Henry
Ainley in 1927, and then toured the Con-
tinent and South Africa where he went
on the air for the first time singing and
playing the ukelele. Played his first real
West End part in 1932 in “ Behold We
Live,” at the St. James’s, with Sir
Gerald du Maurier and Gertrude
Lawrence, and appeared often in the
West End until the beginning of the
war. Started broadcasting on the
Empire programmes, then joined the
Navy, and returned to go on tour with
Evelyn Laye and Frank Lawton in
“ Elusive Lady,” prior to its London pro-

ALEXANDER ARCHDALE

duction. One of the early performers at
the Player’s Club as a ‘singer, he taught
acting at the Westminster Masque
Theatre School, produced several plays,
and hopes to produce more. Has played
golf and cricket for the Stage Societies.
Club: Savage. , '

t

ARDEN, ERIC HUBERT.

Dance Band Producer. b. Hawick,
Scotland, 1905. Did the first dance band
broadcast from 2LS (Leeds). Address:
180, Adelaide Road, Swiss Cottage, Lon-
don, N.W.3. Worked in insurance office

ERIC H. ARDEN

for two years while he played the piano
in his own semi-pro dance band. Went
to India in the tea business, contracted
fever and returned to England in 1930.
Became a professional pianist, his first
engagement being at the Grand Hotel,
Llandudno. Had his own string quintet
in 1935 and went to the Royal Exeter
Hotel, Bournemouth, as resident orches-
tra and did regular broadcasts until the
outbreak of war. Became a major in West
Yorkshire Regiment, captured in Greece,
and spent four years as P.O.W. Lost his
right arm ten days before V.E. day in
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mistaken air attack on prison camp.
Joined B.B.C. as dance band producer in
1945. Hobbies: Composing, arranging,
snooker, golf, bridge and poker.

ARDEN, NEAL.

Actor and Compere. b. London, 27th
December, 1909. Best known for presen-
tation of the Anne Shelton Half Hour
and Quiet Rhythm. Toured music halls
with his father as a child. Educated,
Royal Masonie School, Bushey. Became
an optical student, then a trooper in the
Rhodesian Mounted Police, and returned
—this time to the legitimate stage. First
became known as film commentator for
M.G.M., Columbia, and Warner Bros.
Joined the Queens’ Westminsters at the
outbreak of war. Featured in ‘“ Blossom
Time,” ‘ Nights of the Garter ” and the
“Lilac Domino.” Presented the Anne
Shelton Half Hour in 1944, Music
Makers, 1945, and Quiet Rhythm, 1946.
The fan mail for the last programme is
over 100 a week. Married to Dorothy
Brown, two children.

ARKELL, REGINALD.

Writer. b. Lechlade, Gloucestershire.
Best known for ‘1066 and All That,”
“ Green Fingers,” etc., and personal
appearance for the Talks Dept. Address:
Marston Mersey, Cricklade, Wilts.: Para-
mount Court, London, W.C.1. Temple
Bar 4363. A regular contributor to tele-
vision, the Home and West Regional
programmes, his musical “ The Last
Waltz ” (Gaiety) was the first play to be
broadcast from the stage during the
actual production. Adapted “ 1066 and
All That” for the stage. Has written
libretto or lyrics for “ Jumble Sale, “ Now
and Then,” ‘ Catherine,” ‘ QOur Nell,”
“ Blue Train,” “ Laughing Cavalier,” and
many others. Author of ‘ Columbine,”
“Tragedy of Mr. Punch,” ‘“ Meet These
People,” “ Winter Sportings,” “ Bridge
Without Sighs,” “ Playing the Games,”
*“Green Fingers,” ‘ Richard Jefferies,”
and “ Cottage in the Country.” Recent
programmes include television and
“ Country Magazine.,” Club; Savage.

ARLOTT, JOHN.

Commentator, producer, compere and
feature actor. b. Basingstoke, Hants,
25th February, 1914. Address: c/o
B.B.C. Began radio with a talk on cricket,
1944, and then compered * Country
Magazine.” Wrote and compered poetry
programmes, appeared in plays and
features, and did further talks. Became
an Overseas producer in 1945, and was
seconded for cricket commentaries on
the India tour, 1946. Edited ‘ Land-
marks,” an anthology of topographical
poetry with G. R. Hamilton, 1943, wrote
“ Of Period and Place” (poems), 1944,
and “ Clausentum,” with drawings by
Michael Ayrton, 1946. Recent work
includes the production of the ‘ Book of
Verse ” series. Returned to the produc-
tion of literary programmes in
September, 1946,

ARNAUD, YVONNE.

Actress. b, Bordeaux, France. Famous
on stage and radio, and first broadcast
twenty years ago. Address: Banks Way
Farm, Effingham Common, Surrey.
Bookham 850. Apart from musie, she has

YVONNE ARNAUD
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appeared in classical plays, straight plays
and musical comedy. She says: “All
successful up till now, which is grati-
fying!”

ARNELL, ALMA.

Announcer and writer. b. Tottenham,
17th October, 1922. Best known for pro-
grammes on Swing. Address: 18,
Arnold Road, Tottenham, N.15. Phone:
Tottenham 5936. Started writing and
announcing for commercial radio when
she left school at 17. When the stations
closed down she tried working in an
office, and subsequently went into a war

ALMA ARNELL

factory. Began writing for the B.B.C,,
she says, to relieve the monotony. A
chance visit to a Rhythm Club made her
interested in jazz, and become so
absorbed in swing and jazz that she
decided to add the subject to her other
writing which she now does regularly
for the B.B.C. and hopes to do for com-
cercial radio. Has given many recitals
at Rhythm Clubs, and got her greatest
kick out of the ones she did with Ser-
geant Dick Dudley of the American
Forces Network and N.B.C. She would
like to conduct broadcasts in the same

informal manner as she saw when study-
ing the technique of the American
gramophone programmes in the A.F.N.
studios in London.

ARRAU, CLAUDIO.

Concert Pianist. b. Chillan, Chile, 6th
February, 1903. Has played all over the
United States and Canada. Address: c/o
National Concerts and Artists Corpora-
tion, 711, Fifth Avenue, New York City.
When a small boy of five, amazed the

. music world by playing the Beethoven

Sonata though he had never had any for-
mal lessons. His talents impressed the
Chilean Government who undertook to
finance his musical education and sent
him to Europe to study under Martin
Krause, a pupil of Liszt. While a student
he won the Liszt and Ibach prizes, as
well as the first place in the 1925 Inter-
national Congress of Pianists in Switzer-
land. Has been appointed a member of
the Chilean diplomatic corps, charged
with promoting international cultural
relations. Has broadcast several seasons
in succession, mainly with the New York
Symphony Orchestra, with whom he will
be broadecasting again this winter.

ASH, GERALD STANLEY.

Playwright and Talks Dept. b. Staly-
bridge, Cheshire, 7th August, 1919. Best
known for ‘ Talks to Housewives.”
Address: ““Yew Trees,” Beachenlea
Lane, Swanley, Kent. Educated at Brent-
wood, he represented his school in Public
School Cross-Country races, and went to
sea as a midshipman. Went round the
world, visited Japan, and on one ocecasion
lived in the hills of Japan in native dress
for several days for a bet. Contracted
infantile paralysis in French Indo-China
in 1939, took up hospital administration
and is now qualifying as a chartered
company secretary. First broadcast a
talk in 1944—* Disability Conquered,”
and recent programmes include a play
‘“Samuel Cunard,” “ Husband’s Help,”
“Holiday Travel,” and *“ Housewives
Scrapbook.” Is now writing his first
thriller, which is to be published in the
Spring. )
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ASKEY; ARTHUR.

Comedian.  b. Liverpool, 6th June,
1900. First broadeast in 1930, best known
for Band Waggon. Born 'of non-theatrical
parents, he was educated at the Liverpool
Institute and sang in the Liverpool
Cathedral) Choir; } Was taken round to
local concerts for the. wounded of the
1914-18 war and sang “ Oh For the Wings
of a Dove” and “Roses of Picardy.”

ARTHUR ASKEY

Entered the Liverpool Education Offices
(Tonsils and, Adenoids Dept.!) and
stayed. there unt11 he became ‘Private
A.A. He 1ea1 ned the theatre busmess the
hard way w1th concert partles, panto-
mimes and masonics, ete. Then came
broadcastiiig, television and ‘cabaret and

in 1938 ‘Band Wagon ,which really did.

the trick.- From that tlme it has been
films, music halls, ' revues, musical
comedies and offers from abroad—as yet
unconsidered. Married to the girl with
whom he travelled to and from the office
in Liverpool before he entered the thea-
trical profession. Wife has very little
interest in anything theatrical (except
himself). "Has onelittle daughter who
inherits- her - father’s humour but is
determinegd toibie a veferinary surgeon.
His hobbies:” Golf, motoring, and good
music.

ASPDEN, WILLIAM.

Compere and Children’s Hour. b.
Bolton, Lanecs., 22nd May, 1890. Nature
talks and countryside features are
favourite programmes. Address: Pen-y-
Bone, Llanfairpwll, Anglesey. Interested
in painting at an early age, but after
finishing schooling went into professional
portrait photography. Later took up
commercial and Press photography and
theatrical publicity work. Took as much
time off as possible in outdoor pursuits
and bird watching. Finally settled in
North Wales to make possible concen--
trated nature study. Became a pro-
fessional landscape and animal painter
and journalist. Lectured to schools,
colleges and scientific societies.
Entered Civil Service in 1939. First
broadcasting in 1934, recent pro-
grammes mclude ¢ Countrymans Log,”
“Around the' Country” (Children’s
Hour), and compering Welsh ‘“ Country
Magazine.” Married Mandi, eldest
daughter of D. P. Edmunds, of Bangor,
has two sons and a daughter. Hobbies: '
Walking, painting, photography, trout
fishing and bird watching.

ASPINALL, DAVID.

Brass band conductor. b. Westhough-
ton, near Bolton, Lancashire. Has broad-
cast for nine years, conducting brass
bands. Address: *“ Priory View,” 14,
Friary Road, Newark-on-Trent, Notts.
Phone: Newark 456. Broadecast with
the first brass band to appear on the air
in the days of Savoy Hill from the Lon-
don studios, and from Orme’s Buildings,
Manchester. Has regularly broadcast
with. Ransome and Marles Band and in
1946 appeared in, among other pro-
grammes, ‘“ Music While You Work.” Is
well known as the musical director of
leading bands, and has acted as adjudica-
tor at most of -the principal band and
choral festivals.

ATKINS; STAN.

Musical Director. b. Chelséa, 12th
June, 1903. Known chiefly for resident
Palais-de- Danse engagements, Palais
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broadcasts, “ Music While You Work,”
and Decca recordings. Address: 237,
Bellegrove Road, Welling, Kent. Phone:
Bexley Heath 2156. After being at sea
with the Merchant Navy towards the end
of 1917 he took up motor engineering and
amateur dance band work, becoming pro-
fessionally engaged in dance band work
in 1933. Went to the Hammersmith
Palais, the Paramount, and Cricklewood.
At the outbreak of war was in residence
at the Grand Hotel, Lowestoft. Joined
the Metropolitan Police as War Reserve
and was invalided out in 1940. Has been
Musical Director of the Embassy Ball-
rooms, Welling, Kent, since 1940,
broadcasting frequently and has done
about 60 “ Music While you Work ”’ pro-
grammes.

AVYISON, DONALD.

Actor and Commentator on aviation.
b. Linthwaite, Yorkshire, 18th July, 1895.
Known for fatherly, professional, and
dialect characters. Address: 22, Norma
Rpad, Liverpool, 22. First apprenticed
to engineering at David Brown and Sons,
Huddersfield. Served as an infantry
officer (Duke of Wellington’s) until 1916,
and finished the war as Assistant Inspec-
tor of Torpedoes and Mining, North-East
Coast. He joined the Huddersfield
Thespians and was one of the first teams
to represent Great Britain in the U.S.A.
in the David Belasco Cup Competition
in New York, 1926. Played numerous
parts in North Regional plays and
Children’s Hour. Created the part of
Farmer Platt in ‘Under the Barber’s
Pole.,” Served during the last war as
Inspector of Naval Ordnance, and is still
serving. Since first broadcasting in 1925,
he has done also air commentaries, and
recent broadcasts' include Children’s
Hour, Plays, and Transatlantic Call.
Writes on aviation and current affairs.
Hobbies: Wood carving and work, and,
he says, golf—but oh, how badly!

AYNESWORTH, ALLAN.

Actor. b. Camberley, Surrey, 1864.
Has been an actor and actor manager for
54 years in London. Address: Myles

c

! produced by John Arlott.
.Conversation. Clubs: Savile, Press.

Down. Crawley Hill, Camberley. Phone:
Camberley 857. First connected with
radio 20 years ago at Savoy Hill, and
recent programmes include “ The
Importance of Being Earnest,” and “ A
Man of Property.”” He last appeared on
the stage in * Victoria Regina,” at the
Lyric Theatre, just before the war.

AYRTON, MICHAEL.

Painter, illustrator, and theatre
designer. b. London, 20th February,
1921. Known on the radio for talks
mainly on art and theatre design, and
the Brains Trust. Address: 4, All Souls
Place, W.1l. Phone: Langham 2408.
Studied in Vienna, Paris and London.
Taught at Camberwell School of Art,
1942-44. Art critic of the ‘“ Spectator,”
1944-46. Designed the scenery and
costumes for John Gielgud’s revival of
“ Macbeth,” and Sadler’s Wells ballet
“Le Festin de ’Araignee,” 1944. Pub-
lished works include “ British Drawings
A.D. 945-1945,” illustrator of the Sylvan
Press “Duchess of Malfi” by John
Webster, and several other books. His
pictures have been exhibited in Paris
and New York, and has held three one-
man exhibitions in London. Recent pro-
grammes include the Brains Trust,
““ Thomas Nashe” in “ Book of Verse”
Recreation:

BABBAGE, WILFRED.

Actor. b. Bridgewater, Som. 2nd
May, 1900. Has taken part in Variety,
Drama, School and Children’s Hour pro-
grammes. Address: 8, Anderson
Street, S.W.3. Phone: Kensington 0814.
Had just completed training when
armistice was signed in 1918. Made first
stage appearance in 1919 with Sir
Frank Benson. Toured with him for
several years playing a variety of parts.
Also toured with Sir Philip Ben Greet
and H. A. Saintsbury. After a period
of repertory at the ‘ Little,” Bristol,
was engaged by Basil Dean and
appeared with Edna Best in “ Innocent
Anne” and “The Constant Nymph.”

www.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

I8 RADIO WHO’S WHO

Played a season at the Old Vic and has
appeared in many West End produc-
tions. Since 1941 has been continuously
in radio except for two tours for
C.E.M.A. for factory workers and two
Arts Theatre productions. Clubs:
Savage and Stage Golfing.

BADDELEY, PERCIVAL CATON.

Radio actor and Scriptwriter. b.
Sheffield, 22nd August, 1896. Has
broadcast many of his own short and
serial stories. Address: ‘ Greengates,”
Cricket Path, Freshfield, Nr. Liverpool.
Phone: Formby 516. Commissioned in
Army, 1914, active service 1914-18, then
invalided out. Schoolmaster until 19387.
For twelve years Headmaster of his
own R.C. Preparatory Boarding Schooi
at “Penryn,” Edgbaston, Nr. Birming-
ham. Began writing for radio in 1937,
also for magazines and periodicals
From 1940 served in the Army, mainly
staff work, still serving with rank of
Major. Has managed to broadecast
regularly throughout the war mainly in
the Northern Children’s Hour.
Hobbies: Motoring, camping out, car-
pentry, scene painting and stage play
production. Has also acted in films.
Since the war has always had a big fan
mail from, he states, children under
ninety who try to catch him out, which
they frequently do.

BADRICK, ALBERT EDWARD.

Bandsman and Adjudicator. b.
Harlesden, London, 3rd December, 1896.
First broadcast with Callenders Senior
Band in 1925. Address: 106, Oxford
Street, South Elmsall, Nr. Pontefract,
Yorks. Phone: South Emsall 134-7.
Learnt to play the cornet from his
father, Joseph Robert Badrick, and
joined the Willesden Steam Shed Band
at the age of eight. Served with H.M.
Forces during World War 1. Played
first as euphonium player, then as Eb
Bass, with Callenders. Studied
harmony, counterpoint and composition
and composed a number of light pieces.
Appointed deputy bandmaster in 1935,

and took part in more than 160 broad-
casts with Callenders Band. In 1939
took over the Conductorship of the
Carlton Main Colliery Band and broad-
cast on 57 occasions. They were chosen
amongst the six most famous Brass
Bands of England to broadcast to Africa
and America. Has adjudicated at festi-
vals throughout England and Wales.
Hobby: Gardening.

BAGA, ENA ROSINA.

Organist and Pianist. b. London,
Best known as organist at Tivoli,
Strand, and Tower Ballroom, Blackpool.
Address: 14, Kilmiston Avenue, Shep-
perton-on-Thames. Comes from a
musical family, of her sisters, Celeste
is an organist, Beatrice plays the violin
and sax, and Florence, the organ. Has
played before Royalty more than once.
Had her first television date cancelled
as it was due on the day war broke
out. Hobby is golf, broke the club
records at Blackpool and now plays at
Laleham. In private life is Mrs. J.
Hamilton Brown.

BAILEY, GEORGE FREDERICK.

Conductor. b. Amersham, Bucks. Has
broadcast in the Children’s Hour choral
and orchestral concerts with his own
pupils as soloists. Address: Bucks
School of Music, 14 and 15, High Street,
High Wycombe. Phone: High Wycombe
636. Pupil of H. H. L. Middleton, and
also attended conducting classes under
Ernest Read. TFirst taught piano pri-
vately in London before opening his own
school. Formed the Bucks Symphony
Orchestra, which he conducts, and has
conducted other orchestras, including the
London Svmphony. Is conductor for the
Russian Ballet League, and Chairman
and Musical Director of the High
Wycombe Musical Entertainments
Society. The 1946 London Musical Com-
petition Festival Challenge Cup for
nianists was won by one of his pupils.
First broadcast was in 1944 when he
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conducted a school choir concert in which
two pupils played works for two pianos.
In 1945 conducted a concert by the Bucks.

GEORGE F. BAILEY

Symphony Orchestra with young pupils
of his as soloists, this was broadcast
from Central Hall, Westminster. Has
served in the Royal Air Force.

BAILEY, JIMMY.

Pianist and Accompanist. b. Ashton-
under-Lyne, 31st July, 1906. Has
broadcast since 1927. Address: 5, Mel-
bourne Close, Orpington, Kent. Phone:
Orpington 2987. Originally intended tc
be textile engineer by parents, but had
own way and finally took up music as a
career. After being N.F.S. Officer dur-
ing the blitz, joined Patricia Burke on
a trip to Italy, India and Burma with
E.N.S.A. and later toured the Middle
East with Marie Burke,

JIMMY BAILEY

BAILEY, RICHARD TARRANT.

Banjo Solo specialist. b. Bath, 31st
December, 1907. Address: 76, Prim-
rose Lane, Birmingham. Learnt banjo
from his father (also named Richard
Tarrant Bailey) and often broadcast
while still a schoolboy. Has made
recordings of his banjo compositions
with ten different gramophone com-
panies. In 1945 his “ All’s Well ” was
adopted as the first official solo of

RICHARD T. BAILEY
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the National Society of Banjoists.
Had to have the index finger of
his right hand operated on in 1932
through over-practice. Has given a
broadeast talk on ‘ Breeding Exotic
Goldfish ”—this is his hobby. In 1937,
married Betty Speak, co-member of a
concert party; in 1945, Richard Tarrant
Bailey III, was born. Tarrant Bailey
and His Tarrantellas (Banjo Band)
have frequently broadcast in Variety
Band Box and similar programmes.

BAILY, LESLIE.

Radio-writer and producer. b. St.
Albans, 14th December, 1906. Best
known for his “ Scrapbook” series.
Address: 10, Coneydale, Welwyn
Garden City. Phone: Welwyn Garden
241. Comes of North Country family
though born in the South. Educated at
Quaker School, Sibford, Oxfordshire,
and Cheltenham Grammar School.
Went into journalism as reporter with
“Yorkshire Evening News,” and later
specialised in radio. In 1934 started
writing programmes for B.B.C. then be-
came radio editor of * Sunday Referee,”
London. Invented * Secrapbook” in
1933. Joined B.B.C. staff as writer-
producer in 1937. Besides “Scrapbook ”
has devised and written the following
series: Star-gazing, The Story Behind
The Show, There’s a Song About It,
Eveybody’s Scrapbook, Traveller’s Tales
and many sketches, talks and plays.
The best known plays were ‘“ The Trial
of William Penn” and “ The Fantastic
Battle” both of which were produced
from stations in many other countries.
In 1946 left the B.B.C. to work as inde-
pendent writer of programmes for
sound and television, also contributes
weekly radio column to “Evening News,"
London, “ Yorkshire Evening News,” and
“ Lancashire Daily Post.” Has written
the following books on radio: The York-
shire Radio Book; The B.B.C. Scrap-
books and Travellers’ Tales. Married
Margaret Jesper, of Leeds; one daugh-
ter, one son. Also one dog.

BAIN, JAMES.

Orchestral and Dance Band Musician.
b. Sunderland, 13th January, 1904. Best
known for his broadcasts from Black’s
New Rink, Sunderland, for the past few
years. Address: 14, Eden House Road,
Sunderland. Began his musical career
as cellist in silent picture days in 1922

JAMES BAIN

and that year broadcast with the
“ Wearside Orchestra ” from Newecastle.
Previously he was Musical Director at
the old Bromarch, Sunderland, the first
permanent picture hall in the country,
opened by the late George Black’s
father. First broadeast from the Rink,
Sunderland, was in ‘““ That Night at the
Palais.” In 1944, the first local band
to broadcast. Followed this up with
other broadecasts in the home pro-
grammes and the Foreces, including half-
hours of dance music. His father was
a professional, playing bass in opera
and variety.

BAINES, RAY.

Theatre Organist. b&. Eccles, Lanes.,
28th April, 1920. XKnown for his own
stylish treatment of light music and
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swing items. Address: c/o New Gallery
House, Regent Street, London, W.1.
Phone: Regent 8080. As a pianist in
his school orchestra he secretly formed
a dance band with his fellow students.
Then he became an accountant’s clerk
by day and made appearances at night
in dance bands as an amateur. Finally
chose music as a career, becoming Kitty
Masters’ pianist when she left Henry
Hall’s band and toured with her. Then
he became Henry Torch’s pupil assist-
ant, and, as he says, lived organs night
and day. Eventually became an organist
in his own right, and his first theatre
organ broadcast was from the Granada,
North Cheam. He has broadcast regu-
larly since 1936. Hobbies: Writing
songs—some of which have been broad-
cast by other artistes—hard work, and
drinking tea.

BAKER, HOWARD.

Impresario and Bandleader. Known as
the “ Gig King ”’ controlling over twenty
bands. Address: 69, Glenwood Gardens,
Ilford, Essex. Phone: Valentine 4043.
London office: 26, Charing Cross Road,
W.C.2. Phone: Temple Bar 7662. His
bands specialise in “ one night stands,”

HOWARD BAKER

and he has resident bands at the
Kursaal, Southend; Oatlands Park
Hotel, Weybridge; Brent Bridge Hotel,
Hendon; Marina, Ramsgate, and the
Marina, Folkestone. Played at the
Astoria, London, and has an unbroken
record all over the country since 1927.
Has also stage experience, especially
with the late Julian Wylie Productions.
Vera Lynn, Gloria Brent, Dorothy
Squires, Joyce Carlisle and others had
their early engagements with Howard
Baker Bands. Recent programmes
include “ Music While You Work”

BAKER, KENNETH (KENNY).

Dance band trumpeter. b. Withern-
sea, Yorkshire, 1st March, 1921. Best
known as trumpet soloist. Address: 26,
Regency House, Osnaburgh Street,
N.W.1. Euston 2495. Began his pro-
fessional career at Great Yarmouth with
London band in the summer of 1937.
Joined Lew Stone at the Palace Theatre
in the Jack Hulbert show ‘ Under Your
Hat,” 1940. Has played with Ambrose,
Geraldo, Len Johnson, Harry Roy and
R.A.F. Squadronaires, and is now play-
ing with Ted Heath. He used to play
the piano, but gave it up to play the
trumpet, arrange his own music, and
to write his own compositions. Inter-
ested in serious music, especially Ravel,
Brahms, Beethoven and Stravinsky.
He was taught by his mother who
intended him to be a straight clarinec
player. Hobby: cine-photography.

BAKER-SMITH, MALCOLM.

Television Producer and Designer. b.
Cambridge, 9th April, 1907. Distine-
tive programmes were “ Flight Deck,”
a Fleet Air Arm feature, and * Featur-
ing Minesweepers”; is best known for
naval programmes. Address: 4, War-
wick Avenue, W.2. Educated Perse
School, Cambridge, and Queen’s College,
Cambridge. Practised architecture in
the United States, became actor,
designer and theatrical producer in
California; then assistant director for
M.G.M. Hollywood. Stage manager
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and designer, Old Vie, 1934-35. Two
years repertory in provinces, acting,
designing and producing. Assistant art
director Denham and Pinewood Studios
with Korda and Rene Clair. Joined
B.B.C. Television, 1938, as designer.
Sound feature-writer and producer early
part of the war. Joined the Royal Navy
in 1942 and served with the Eastern
Fleet. Invalided out, returned to the
B.B.C. where he became writer and pro-
ducer of naval features. Returned to
television, 1946, as producer and
designer. Hobbies: Cooking, and build-
ing model theatres. Clubs: Savile,
Savage.

BALCON, JILL ANGELA.

Actress. b. Westminster, London, 3rd
January, 1925. Drama, verse reading,
announcing and narrating. Address:
Upper Parrock, Hartfield, Tunbridge

JiLL A. BALCON

Wells. Phone: Coleman’s Hatch 70.
Daughter of Michael Balcon and Aileen
Baleon, M.B.E. Educated Roedean
School. Specialised in languages and
the fine arts. Stage ambitions ever
since she made her first appearance in
a school performance at the age of five.

Trained at the Central School of Speech
and Drama, winning gold medal for act-
ing and the Clifford Bax Cup for spoken
verse. First connection with radio was
in Ibsen’s ‘ Master Builder.” Broad-
cast regularly for Edward Sackville
West. Toured for the drama division of
E.N.S.A., 1943-4. B.B.C. announcer
1944-46. Transferred from Overseas
Services to A.E.F. programme as one of
the two British announcers. Regular
introducer of Wednesday ¢ Family
Favourites ” till leaving, and resuming
work as an actress in the film version
of “ Nicholas Nickleby.”” Chief occupa-
tions: Musie, visiting art galleries,
going to schools and colleges to adjudi-
cate verse reading competitions, and
giving recitals.

BANBURY, FRITH.

Actor. b. Plymouth, 4th May, 1912.
Best known for appearances in plays
and verse reading. Address: 38, Aber-
corn Place, N.W.8. Phone: Maida Vale
7634. Educated Stowe School, and Hert-
ford College, Oxford. Trained at the
R.A.D.A. Has played on the stage in
everything from revue to Shakespeare
(Gielgud’s 1934 Hamlet at the New
Theatre). Parts created include Peter
in Robert Morley’s *‘ Goodness, How
Sad! ” and “ The Gestapo Man” in
Franz Werfel’'s “Jacobowsky and the
Colonel.”” Has sung in several light
programes as well as acted in many
radio plays. Took over the part of
Lieut. Colbert in Rattigan’s ¢ While the
Sun Shines” at the Globe, December,
1945. Recreation: Piano.

BANNERMAN, BETTY.

Singer. b. Cheltenham, 19th April,
1902. Best known for chamber music
concerts, song recitals, Bach cantatas,
and broadcasts in French, German and
Italian. Address: Pankridge Farm,
Bledlow Ridge, High Wycombe, Bucks.
Phone: Radnage 36. Spent childhood in
India, educated at Cheltenham College,
and studied singing in London, Paris,
and Berlin. For ten years worked at
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French repertoire every summer with
Claire Croiza. Broadcast twice from
Paris. As a child lived in the wilds
with riding, shooting and climbing as
recreations, so has never felt happy liv-
ing in London. Married and has two
sons, whom, she hopes, will play the
violin and ’cello.

BARBIROLLI, JOHN.

Conductor. b. London, 2nd December,
1899. Well known to radio listeners, and
as conductor of the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra and the Halle Orchestra.
Address: 79, Appleby Lodge, Rusholme,
Manchester, 14. Born of an Italian
father and French mother.
by playing the cello, and made his debut
as a cello soloist at the Queen’s Hall, Lon-
don, in 1911. Studied at Trinity College
of Musie, London; Royal Academy of
Music, London. Served in the British
Army, 1914-18 war. Then played in
orchestras, gave solo recitals, and was
cellist of the Kutcher and International
Quartets, In 1925 founded the Barbi-
rolli Chamber Orchestra, and conducted
other Chamber Orchestra concerts.
Became one of the regular conductors of
the British National Opera Company in
1926. In 1936 conducted various orches-
tras in the United States and Canada and
also in 1936 was appointed successor to
Arturo Toscanini as musical director and
permanent conductor of the New York
Philharmonic Symphony Society. In
1943 appointed permanent conductor and
musical director of the Halle Orchestra,
which position he still holds. Recent
radio programmes were performances of
Verdi’s “ Requiem,” Berlioz’ “ Symphonie
Fantastique ” and Brahm’s “2nd Sym-
phony ” ete.

BARKER, PEGGY.

Talks producer. b. Shrewsbury,
December, 1902. In charge of talks for
women. Address: c¢/o B.B.C. Edu-
cated Shrewsbury High School,
Lausanne University, and Newnham
College, Cambridge. Second class

Began-

Honours Modern and Medizval Langu-
ages. Has been a freelance journalist,
travelled in Europe and Egypt. Member
of the staff of the ‘“ Daily Sketch,” then
on the editorial staff of the “ Woman’s
Journal ” and “ Argosy.” In private life
is Mrs. A. J. Conyers, and has two
children. As Peggy Barker she is con-
cerned with the Talks to Housewives,
Beauty and Fashion, and Theatre pro-
gramme talks. Hobbies: Passion for
crossword puzzles, both making and
solving them. Chief interests: Theatre
and country life.

BARKLIE, ALICE DOROTHY.

Pianist. b. Caterham, Surrey. Best
known for her work in the Romantic
School, Chopin and Liszt. Address: St.
Felix, Southwold, Suffolk. Studied at
the R.A.M., London, piano with Victor
Booth, organ with Sir Stanley Marchant.
Joined the staff of St. Michael’s, Bognor
Regis, later becoming Director of Musie.
Worked in an ordnance factory in Scot-
land for some months as Labour Officer,
then became Music Mistress, organist
and choir mistress of St. Felix, South-
wold, Suffolk. First broadeast in 1942.
Composed various songs and a Mass for
three treble voices. Was a company
director for six years. Hobbies: Riding
and yachting.

BARNARD, IVOR.

Character Actor. b. 13th June, 1887.
Best known as Aaron in ‘ Aaron’s
Field ” by Geoffrey Bridson. Address:
41, St. George’s Court, Gloucester Road,
S.W.7. Phone: Western 4667. Edu-
cated at Wellesly House, Broadstairs,
and Lincoln College, Oxford. Started
his stage career with the Benson Shake-
spearean Company in 1907, and toured

the provinces for six years. At the
Birmingham Repertory Theatre,
1913-16. First appearance in the West

End was Scipio in “The Mayor of
Troy ” with Henry Ainley at the Hay-
market. Served in the 1914-18 war in
the R.A.S.C. Connected with radio
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IVOR BARNARD

since Savoy Hill days, and among recent
programmes in which he has appeared
are “Payment Deferred,” “ The Moon
and Sixpence,” and “ Justice.”
Hobbies: Reading and collecting books
and gramophone records, going to sym-
phony concerts. Plays the violin. Clubs:
Garrick and Green Room.

BARNES, GEORGE R.

Head of the Third Programme. b.
13th September, 1904. Educated Royal
Naval Colleges, Osborne and Dartmouth.
King’s College, Cambridge. Joined
B.B.C. as Talks Assistant, 13th Septem-
ber, 1935. Two years later (February,
1937), appointed Assistant Director of
Talks. March, 1941, appointed Talks
Director. August, 1945, appointed
Assistant Controller (Home), continuing
with responsibility for the direction of
Home Talks Department. In September,
1945, on creation of the Talks Division
became Assistant Controller (Talks).
Was married in 1927, and has one son.

BARNES, MAURICE CYRIL.

Conductor of Chesham Ladies’ Choir.
b. 13th July, 1897. Is known as a con-
ductor and for his choir training.
Address: ‘“ Elwyn,” Lowndes Avenue,
Chesham, Bucks. Started studying the
piano in 1908, and went into the print-
ing business in 1913. After demobili-
sation studied the organ and has been
organist at the Chesham Congregational
Church for 26 years. He has won
numerous musical festivals, and in 1945
won every Choral Class in the London

Festival. His ambition 1s to conduct
his choir at a Promenade Concert.
Hobbies: Swimming, gardening, and

amateur theatricals.

BARNES, ROSAMOND.

Actress. b. London, 29th November,
1922. First broadcast in the Children’s
Hour in 1935 and is still connected with
it. Address: 2, St. Dunstan’s Road,
Baron’s Court, W.6. Phone: Riverside
2126. Started her career at the age of
four as the baby in Madame Butterfly!
When she was nine years old won the
All-England Shakespzare Competition,
and again two years later. Started her
professional stage career at the age of
12. Joined the B.B.C. Schools Drama
Rep. in 1941. First broadcast in
“Worzel Gummidge ” and still playing
the same part in the Gummidge series,
and is known for her Wendy in the radio
version of ‘“Peter Pan” and Velvet
Brown in ‘“ National Velvet.” Has
appeared in films and many West End
theatre productions. Has made more
than 750 broadcasts. Is “ Ethel ” in the
“Just William”’ series.

BARON, LEO.

Bridge expert. b. 13th October, 1916.
Co-author of the “ Baron System ” (Con-
tract Bridge). Address: 27, Georgian
Court, Vivian Avenue, Hendon, N.W.4.
Phone: Hendon 3243. Educated at
King’s College, London University, took
Bachelor of Laws degree at the age of
19. Joined R.A.F., October, 1939, and
served as pilot throughout the war,
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reaching the rank of Squadron Leader.
Played lawn tennis for King’s College,
and was one of England’s leading table-
tennis players. First began to play
contract bridge at the age of 10; played
for King’s and London University. Won
the T.B.A. “ Two Star” Pairs Competi-
tion in 1945, having just returned from
overseas. Won the Tollemache Cup
(teams of four) later in the year, and
the Gold Cup in May, 1946. Has
appeared in “ Bridge on the Air” and
other Bridge programmes.

BARRETT, JANE.

Actress. b. Highgate, Tth May. 1918.
Has broadcast regularly since her first
appearance as a child actress in 1939.
Address: 39, Albany Street, Regent’s
Park, N.W.1. Phone: Euston 4931.
Broadcast mainly in the Children’s Hour
and Schools programmes since 1939.
Member of Schools Repertory, 1940-44.
Member of Drama Rep., 1944-45.
Entered films in 1945 playing Caroline
in “ Captive Heart” at Ealing Studios.
Played Martha in “ Dear Ruth” at St.
James’ Theatre, 1946. Plays the piano.
Educated Frances Mary Bliss School.
Did a commercial radio series for Rown-
tree’s Chocolate when she was twenty.
Toured England in War Services Enter-

tainment for troops.

BARRETT, JOHN OLIVER.

Minister of Religion. b. Watford,
Herts., 18th April, 1901. Conductor of
religious  services on the radio.
Address: 72, Broadway, Kettering.
Phone: Xettering 2848. Bachelor of
Arts, Leeds University, M.A. Oxford.
Formerly on the administrative side of
the London and North Western Railway
Co. Trained for the Ministry of the
Baptist denomination at Rawdon
College, Leeds University, and Regent’s
Park College, Oxford. Baptist Minister
of Westgate Road Baptist Church, New-
castle-on-Tyne, 1930-39, Minister of
Fuller Church, Kettering, 1939, where
he is at present. First connected with

radio in the broadcasting of religious
services from Newcastle, 1939 onward.
Recent programmes: Five services in
the ‘“ People’s Service” series on Sun-
days from December, 1945, and the
Easter “Sunday Half-Hour,” 1946.

BARRINGTON, JONAH.

Formerly known as Cyril C. Dalmaine.
Radio journalist, critic, composer, con-
ductor, author. b. London, 20th August,
1904. Inventor of the name ‘ Lord Haw-
Haw ”! Address: Far Corner, Peas-
lake, Surrey. Phone: Abinger 147.
Educated Eastbourne College and Royal
College of Music; studied violin and
composition. Appointed violin master

JONAH BARRINGTON

of Uppingham School in 1924; violin
master at Christ’s Hospital, Horsham
(Blue Coat School), 1926. Joined B.B.C.
as assistant chorus-master in Apri],
1931. Became chorus-master in charge
of the B.B.C. chorus and B.B.C. National
Chorus in 1932. Conducted many con-
certs with the B.B.C. Symphony
Orchestra. Resigned from the B.B.C.
in 1933 and became radio critic (and
later literary ecritic) of the “ Sunday
Express.” Became radio critic of the
“DPaily Express” in 1935, under the
pen-name of Jonah Barrington. During
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the war ran the “ Daily Express ” short
wave listening station, where *Lord
Haw-Haw ” was born. Became radio
producer for E.N.S.A. in 1942. Joined
“ Sunday Chronicle” as radio critic,
November, 1943. Also worked as film
critic and dramatic critic. Composer of
numerous musical education works, part
songs, etc. Author of “ Foundations of
Violin Playing,” “Lord Haw-Haw of
Zeesen,” “ Pathways to the Proms,” and
“ Master of None.” Is an Associate of
the Royal College of Music. Hobbies:
Cooking and country life.

BARRINGTON, MARGARET.

Story Writer. b. Malin, Co. Donegal,
Ireland, 10th May, 1896. Recent pro-
gramme was her short story ‘ The
Ashes,” Dbroadcast in April, 1946.
Address: Kilmacabea House, Leap, Co.
Cork. Educated at the Royal School,
Dungannon, and Dublin University.
Later did freelance work, especially
literary criticism and short stories.
Married 1926, Liam O’Flaherty.
Roamed around extensively. Has
written a fair number of short stories,
done newspaper work, and one novel.
Chief interests are growing flowers,
amateur botany, and conversation.

BARROW, JANET.

Actress. Address: 69, Redcliffe, Old
Brompton Road, S.W.5. Phone: Flax-
man 5171. Best known in radio for her
character studies, she was educated in
Bedford and Bruxelles. Trained for
the stage with Rosina Fillipi. Served
in 1914-18 war, awarded M.B.E. Recent
stage shows were ‘ Arsenic and Old
Lace,” two Firth Shephard tours, play-
ing Aunt Abby, Lottie Dundass for
Farndale, Ltd., the Grand Manner for
Jack Hylton management, Devil’s Disci-
ple for H.M. Tennent, etc. Appeared in
television in the days when, as she says,
she had to use a ghastly yellow make-up
with blue lips, and a distinctive black
and white costume. Recent programmes
include the Robinson Family.

BARROW, WILLIAM.

Radio Dramatist. b. Leeds, 4th May,
1900. Says scriptwriters are not known
for anything, but is best known among
his friends for giving up smoking two
years ago. Address: The Grammar
School, Portsmouth. Went to Univer-
sity, but after six months anticipated
his age to join the R.A.F., and then the
Germans signed the Armistice. Returned
to the University and graduated in
engineering. Two years as pupil to
practical automobile engineer. Became
Associate of the Institution of Automo-
bile Engineers. Twelve further years
in the motor industry—last seven as
managing director of own business.
Sold out and became a schoolmaster
because, he says, he’s built that way.
Doncaster Grammar School, H.M.S. Con-
way, Oundle and now Senior Physicist
at Portsmouth Grammar School. Also
was in the Directorate of Scientific
Research and Development, Ministry of
Aircraft Production, for a spell during
the recent war. Writes his plays on
the backs of exercise books. Played as
an amateur actor in broadecasts 20 years
ago. Recent programmes: “The
Bishop’s Crook,” “ One Valentine Day,”
“The Script that Wrote Itself,” “ The
Savage Breast.”

BARRY, MICHAEL.

Television Producer. b. 15th May,
1910. c/o B.B.C. Began as a farmer,
then was for nine years actor, stage
manager and finally producer in the
theatre before joining television. Called
up into the Yeomanry, August, 1939.
Commissioned into the Royal Marines,
December, 1939. Served with the R.M
Landing Craft, H.Q. Staff, and finally
with one of the R.M. infantry battalions
that took over the captured Kriegs-
marine. Recent programmes: ‘ The
Silence of the Sea,” “They Flew
Through Sand,” *“ Adventure Story,”
“ The Castle Gradara.”
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BARSHAM, DEREK.

Boy-soprano soloist. b. London, 1930.
Known for his broadecasts in “ Grand
Hotel ” with Albert Sandler, and a record
‘“Hear My Prayer” (Mendelssohn)
Decca. Address: c¢/o Carlton House,
Enfield, Middlesex. Phone: Enfield 0056.
Educated Enfield Technical College.

DEREK BARSHAM

Joined the Boys’ Brigade at the age of
12 (1st Enfield Compy.), where his voice
was ‘‘ discovered.” Trained by Mr. Percy
Jackson. Has broadcast 27 times. Reper-
toire: Classical and Sacred. Father,
English; mother, Scottish; direct descen-
dant of the late Dr. John Rae, famous
Arctic explorer. Hobbies: Philately,
model-making, first-aid, and all sports.

BARTLETT, ETHEL AGNES.

Pianist. b. Walthamstow, Essex, 6th
June, 1900. Well known in radio for two-
piano recitals with husband Rae Robert-
son. Address: 88, Portland Place, Flat
2, London, W.1. Phone: Welbeck 7636.
Studied at the Royal Academy of Music
of which she is a Fellow. Started her
career as a solo pianist and gave recitals

with John Barbirolli who was then a cel-
list. Gave first two-piano recitals with
her husband in 1926, and then toured
with him in Europe, U.S.A., South Amer-
ica and South Africa. Has made
eighteen tours in the United States. First
broadcast in 1924 from Savoy Hill, and
recently appeared in television as well as
giving recitals over the air. Highlights of
her career: playing with Toscanini at
the London Musical Festival, 1938; play-
ing for President and Mrs. Roosevelt at
the White House in 1936. Hobbies:
Reading, motoring, cooking unusual
dishes, and designing dresses.

BARTON, MARGARET ANN.

Actress. b. London, 27th May, 1926.
First did commercial programmes from
Luxembourg, 1939. Address: c/o Film
Rights, Ltd., 24, Whitcomb Street, W.C.1.
Started stage career at the age of 12,
entered the R.A.D.A. at 16, stayed three
terms and then went straight into “ Pink
String and Sealing Wax ” at the Duke of
York’s Theatre. Broadcast during the
run as Alice in “ Alice in Wonderland,”
Christmas, 1943, and Florrie Small in
“The Likes of ’Er ” in 1944, doing in the
same year a play in the Children’s Hour.
First film was ‘“ Brief Encounter.”
Played Robert Newton’s daughter in the
film ‘ Temptation Harbour.””  Other
plays: “Young Mrs. Barrington,”
“Dear Ruth” (broadcast from the
theatre),  Jane Steps Out.” Did “ Alice ”
again on Christmas Eve, 1945.

BATE, HORACE ALFRED.

Organist. b. 31st January, 1899. Has
made  several broadcast recitals.
Address: 35, Collingwood Avenue, Mus-
well Hill, N.10. Phone: Tudor 3811.
Trained by the late C. Hylton-Stewart
during the time when he was organist at
Rochester Cathedral. Studied at the
R.C.M. under Dr. Henry Ley. Appointed
organist and choirmaster of St. Mar-
garet’s, Rochester, 1921, and to similar
post at St. James’s, Muswell Hill, 1924.
Specialised in the study of English
Church Music. Publications include
educational music and Handel and Bach
arrangements.
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BATE, PHILIP ARGALL TURNER.

Television Producer. b. Glasgow, 26th
March, 1909. Specialised in musical
production and ballet. Address: 14, New
End, Hampstead, N.W.3. Phone: Hamp-
stead 7364. Educated Aberdeen Grammar
School and University of Aberdeen.
Graduated B.Sc. with honours, specialis-
ing in geology. Followed with a period
of geological research. Was President
of the University Dramatic Society and
University Geological Society. Produced
with the A.U.D.S. such plays as ‘“ Has-
san ” and “ The Seagull,” and did a good
deal of broadcasting. First public pro-
duction of any importance was Mozart’s
“ Magic Flute,” with Ian Whyte. Decided
for the Arts after doubts as to tempera-
mental fitness for a life devoted entirely
to research work. Never regretted it.
Accepted a B.B.C. appointment, and in
1987 was appointed Studio Manager and
producer B.B.C. Television Service,
specialising in musical production and
ballet. During war was seconded to
Programmz Engineering Staff, and
afterwards was producer Empire Music
Service. Returned to television 1946.
Married 1936 to Sheila Glassford Begg.
Hobbies: Collector and scientific study
of wind musical instruments.

BATES, HERBERT ERNEST.

Playwright, short story writer, novel-
ist and critic. b. Rushden, Northants,
16th May, 1905. Author of the well-
known novel, “ Fair Stood the Wind for
France,” and several stories of country
life. Address: The Granary, Little
Chart, Ashford, Kent. Phone: Pluckley
55. Published his first novel at the age of
19, and is now the author of forty books.
Served as a Squadron Leader in the
R.A.F. and made a separate reputation
as a State author under the pseudonym
of “Flying Officer X.” Work widely
known in America and has been trans-
lated into 14 languages. First connectiorn
with radio was a one-act play in 1927,
and a recent programme was ‘“ The Day
of Glory.” Hobby: gardening.

BATTEN, HARRY MORTIMER.

Authority on Natural History. b.
Singapore, 4th February, 1890. Well
known for his wild animal and sporting
stories. Address: New Club, Edinburgh.
Phone: Edinburgh 21284. Educated at
Oakham School. In the North West was
trapper, prospector, and policeman. Also
soldier, inventor, author, lecturer, editor,
and managing director of his own manu-
facturing firm. Has written about 25
books, most of which he says sold fairly
well.  Decorated for bravery by the
French. Broadcaster of animal stories
for many years in the Children’s Hour.
First connection with radio was in 1925.
Hobbies: Fishing, stalking, and nature
photography. Club: New Club, Edin-
burgh.

BAX, PETER.

Television Design Manager. b. London,
15th April, 1895. Producer during the
war, when television was closed down, of
many radio programmes, including
“ Programme Parade’ and “ The Brains
Trust.” Address: 60, Upper Park Road,
Hampstead, N.W.3. Phone: Primrose
5692. Educated Reading School and as
an engineer at Derby Technical College
and W. H. Allen and Co., Ltd., Bedford.
Served in the 1914-18 war in the Royal
Engineers and in the Royal Naval
Reserve as Engineer Sub-Lieut. Acted
and stage managed for the Unnamed
Society of Manchester, 1920-23. Joined
the Drury Lane Theatre in April, 1924,
and did stage productions there until
1930, and thereafter was stage director
and designer at many theatres unti]
1936, when he joined television staff.
Recreations: Painting and writing.

BAYCO, FREDRIC.

Theatre Organist. b. London, 22nd
August, 1913. Best known for his organ
transcription of light orchestral music.
Address: 85, Woodlands, N.W.11.
Phone: Speedwell 8794. Began musical
studies at the age of 7, and was assistant
organist at a church at 12 years of age.
First appointment as theatre organist
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was at 16. Chief organist at the
Dominion Theatre, W.1, from 1932 to
November, 1940. Served in the R.A.F.,
1940-45. Associate of the Royal College
of Organists. Teacher of organ, piano-
forte, and harmony. Alsoisorganist and
Director of Music at Ferme Park Baptist
Church, Crouch End. Has written music
for films, and conducted theatrical pro-
ductions for the R.A.F. Has broadcast
regularly since 1935. Very interested in
contemporary British composers of light
music.

BAZALGETTE, MICHEL ROGER
LOUIS. .

Actor. b. 28th October, 1914. First
appeared in “ Ghosts of London” series
in 1936. Address: 4, Clifton Hill Stu-
dios, St. John’s Wood, London, N.W.8.
Phone: Maida Vale 4225. Educated
Chillon Preparatory School, Glion, Switz-
erland, and Aldenham. Studied R.A.D.A.
(Diploma). Toured Europe and South
America with Edward Stirling. Played
at the Richmond and Coventry Reps.
In London appeared in ¢ Insect Play,”
‘“Bedtime Story,” etec., and films “ Four
Just Men,” “ Hells Cargoes,” “ Lion Has
Wings.” Joined Artists’ Rifles in Sep-
tember, 1939. Commissioned Royal
Sussex Regiment, and served in Egypt in
1940. Liaison Officer Free French Forces
1940; Captain, Aide-de-Camp to Maj.
General Sir Edward Spears (H.M. Mini-
ster of Syria and Lebanon) 1941-42.
0.C. Porces Broadcasting Stations,
Beirut and Jerusalem, 1942-45. Radio
programmes include “ Count of Monte
Cristo,” “Table Under the Tree,”
“ Fireworks at Cremona” and “ This is
London.”

BEACHCROFT, THOMAS OWEN.

B.B.C. Assistant Director of Publicity
Overseas. b. Clifton, Bristol, 3rd Sep-
tember, 1902. Joined B.B.C. as announcer
and news readers in 1924. Probaby best
known as a short story writer. Address:
c¢/o B.B.C,, London. Educated Clifton
College; Balliol College, Oxford. First
with B.B.C. in 1924, joined them again

in 1941. MHas contributed many short
stories to magazines and papers. Author
of several books of short stories, the
most recent Dbeing his “ Collected
Stories,” 1946. Author of “ Calling All
Nations ” issued in 1942 by the B.B.C.
on the tenth anniversary of the opening
of the Overseas Service. Author also of
“ British Broadcasting " in the “ British
Life and Thought ’’ series. Contributor
of several short stories read over the air.
Is the son of R. O. Beacheroft, Mus.Doc,,
for many years. Director of Music, Clif-
ton College. Ran for Oxford against
Cambridge, 1922 and 1924.

BEARD, PAUL.

Violinist. b. Birmingham, 4th August,
1901. Leader of B.B.C. Symphony
Orchestra. Address: 47, Forty Lane,
Wembley Park. Phone: Arnold 4846.
Began learning violin at the age of three
and a half under his father and made
his first public appearance at six. * Pro-
fessional ” solo violinist from the time he
was eight. Scholarship holder at R.A.M.
Elected A.R.A.M. in 1922 and F.R.A.M.
in 1939. Now professor at the R.A.M.
and has also been professor at R.C.M.
Appointed leader of the City of Birming-
ham Orchestra in 1921, and held that
position until 1932 when he accepted Sir
Thomas Beecham’s offer of the leadership
of the London Philharmoniec Orchestra.
Remained with L.P.O. until 1936, when
he was appointed leader of the B.B.C.
Symphony Orchestra. Has also been
leadsr of the National Orchestra of
Wales, and the orchestras at Scarborough
and Llandudno. Married Joyce, daughter
of the late Captain Cass-Smith, in 1925,
and has a son and daughter. Apart from
music interested mainly in sport, cricket,
tennis, golf, fishing, boxing and
gardening. Golf handicap in 1945 was 2.

BEAVER, STANLEY H.

Educational broadcaster. b. London,
11th August, 1907. Known for his
educational broadcasts to the Forces.
Address: 60, Westbury Road, New
Malden, Surrey. Phone: Malden 0950.
Educated at University College, London,
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and has been lecturing in geography at
the London School of Economics since
1929; elected to the Sir Ernest Cassel
Readership in Economic Geography in
1946. Has been geologist to the Ministry
of Town and Country Planning since
1943. First broadeast in Laurence
Houseman’s ‘ Little Plays of St. Fran-
cis” by students of University College,
London, in 1928. Outside academic work,
main interest is foreign travel.

BELFRAGE, BRUCE.

Announcer, actor, administrator. b.
London, 30th October, 1901. Well known
as a news-reader. Address: 49, Hallam
Street, W.1. Phone: Langham 1602.
Educated Gresham School, Holt, St.
John’s College, Oxford. Went on the
stage at Stratford-on-Avon festival in
1923. Acted in the U.S.A., Canada, S.
America, provincial towns in England
and many leading parts in London. Last
two parts played were John Hannah in
“A Sleeping Clergyman” and Herr
Tausch in “ Moon in the Yellow River.”
In 1936 joined B.B.C. as Drama Booking
Manager In 1940 was switched on to
announcing and news reading. Joined
the R.N.V.R. in 1942. Demobbed in 1946,
Lieut.-Commander, and is now broadcast-
ing as a freelance, also doing films and
commentaries. Recent radio programmes
include “ No Future in It,” “It’s Your
Money They’re After,” ‘“Rogues and
Vagabonds ” and “ Old Order Changes.”

BELL, FREDERICK GEORGE.

Senior Programme Engineer. b. Chel-
sea, 1912. Has been in radio since 1926.
Address: c/o B.B.C. Spent early years
in an office before transferring to the
Sound Effects Dept., where he
remained for five years. Graduated to
producer’s assistant (balance and con-
trol) and Studio Manager. Became a
programme engineer when producer’s
assistants were absorbed into the Engin-
eering Division. Has been senior Pro-
gramme Engineer (Drama) since 1941, in
which department he is responsible for
sound mixers and sound effects personnel
on all drama productions,

BELLAMY, FRANKLYN (HARRY).

Actor. b. Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. Best
known for his Devonshire, Somerset and
Dorset country characters. Educated at
Plymouth College. Served in Natal
Mounted Police. Joined Sir Frank Ben-
son Shakespearean Compy. Served in
1914-18 war as a pilot in the Royal Fly-
ing Corps. Appeared in a great number
of London stage plays. Recent radio
programmes include “If Four Walls
Told,” “When Day was Done,”
“ Nemesis,” ‘“Madam Will You Walk,”
“Wings .of the Morning,” “ The Family
Tree,” etc. Radio experience dates back
to 1926. Married Dorothy Tetley in
1919, and says has lived happily ever
after. Hobbies: caravanning.

BENJAFIELD, J. DUDLEY.

Commentator on motor racing. b.
Edmonton, London, 6th August, 1887.
Well-known as a racing driver and
bacteriologist. Address: 95, Harley
Street, London, W.1. Phone: Welbeck
9630. (Guildford 62703 at week-ends).
Educated Marlborough College and
London University, M.D., B.S., London,
D.P.H., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P, Bacteriologist
to St. George’s Hospital, London, S.W.1.
Drove for Bentley Motors 1925-30, chiefly
in 24 hours Grand Prix d’Endurance at
Le Mans, which they won in 1927.
During this race when the Bentleys were
leading 1-2-8, there was a crash at a blind
corner five hours after the start. Two of
the Bentleys were put out of action, but
Beniafield and his co-driver, S. C. H.
Davis, managed to repair their own car
and win the race. Last broadcast in a
triangular talk with George Eyston and
Eric Findon, the racing drivers.

BENNETT, RAYMOND.

Comedian and Writer. b. Cambridge,
4th October, 1902. Well known as the
comedy half of Bennett and McNaughton
for many years, and for his comic and
serious radio drama writing. Address:
46, South Road, Weston-super-Mare.
Educated Perse School, Cambridge. The
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other name of Raymond Bennett, the
comedian, is Thomas W. Lawton, author
of several radio dramas. Son of a medical
man in Cambridge, his mother was a
leading lady in early musical comedies,
and a famous principal boy. As a per-
former he has ranged from a George
Edwardes’ chorus boy to principal
comedian in sophisticated non-stop revue
at the Windmill and Prince of Wales
Theatres, from concert parties to Shake-
speare. As a writer he has been an all-
round reporter and an imaginative writer
for radio. Has broadcast in every type
of light entertainment programme,
including many times in ‘‘ Music Hall ”
and ‘ Workers’ Playtime.” Hobby:
playing church organs. Ambition to
have a country cottage with an efficient
bathroom, and to earn sufficient from
writing to live on it all the year round.

BENNETT, HOLLAND.

Television Booking Manager. b. Lon-
don, 19th August, 1902. Heard in a
large number of radio features and
drama productions during his 15 years
on the stage. Address: c¢c/o B.B.C. Was
one of the first actors to appear in tele-
vision. Joined the B.B.C. staff as Pre-
sentation Assistant. During the war
acted as a news observer and commenta-
tor and travelled half round the world.
Was B.B.C. Correspondent in Nuremberg
during the war criminals’ trial.

BENNETT, RICHARD.

Scriptwriter and talks. b. 13th August,
1912.  Known for “Your Questions
Answered.” As a journalist edited the
fortnightly Army bulletin * Current
Affairs ” for the last two years of his
period in the army. Author of many
scripts and has given talks in the G.F.P.
and Light Programmes. Comperes
“Facts and Figures” and * Your Ques-
tions Answered.”

BENNINGTON, THOMAS WILLIAM.
Radio Engineer. b. Norfolk, 26th
December, 1899. Best known for his

work on development of short-wave
broadcasting for B.B.C. Address;: 12,

Manor Hall Road, Southwick, Sussex.
Phone: Southwick 9994. Fulfilled boy-
hood ambition to go to sea, served under
three ensigns, White, Red and Trinity
House. Inaugurated ship-to-shore tele-
phone system, 1930, as officer in charge
of ‘“ Majestic’s ” radio telephone system.
Joined B.B.C. as engineer, North
Regional, in 1934, and has been with
Overseas and Engineering Dept. from
1936, and since 1939 in charge of short-
wave propagation and ionosphere expert
in all aspects, such as sunspots, aurora
borealis effects, ete. Travelled in nearly
all British Colonies and Dominions, and
many foreign countries. Well known as
a technical writer on short wave propa-
gation, author of “ Radio Waves and the
Ionosphere,” first book to explain the
ionosphere in non-technical language.
Has served on Government committees
on radio. Hobby: Yacht sailing, and his
ambition is to own and live on his own
cabin cruiser. .

BENTLEY, JOHN.

Actor, singer and announcer. b.
Warwickshire, 2nd December, 1916. Best
known for musical comedy and revue.
Address: c/o B.B.C. ‘““Discovered ” by
Martyn C. Webster at the age of 16.

JOHN BENTLEY
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Broadcast in hundreds of productions at
Mid. Regional and did repertory work in
Birmingham. Went to Luxembourg as
station announcer for 18 months. Re-
turned to more B.B.C. shows, including
Television. Played in revue at Birming-
ham Rep. and was seen there by Eric
Maschwitz and put into “ New Faces”
at the Comedy. Toured with C.E.M.A.
shows and was leading man at the Civic
Playhouse, Swindon. Just finished
“Double Bedlam ” serial with Naunton
Wayne and Basil Radford. Regards as
one of the highlights of his career the
congratulations he received from Noel
Coward on the singing of his songs in
a programme compered by C. B. Cochran.
Recent programmes also were ‘“Armchair
Detective” and ‘ Appointment with
Fear.” Hobbies: Gardening, golf, ten-
nis, country life, and, when time permits,
sunbathing. .

BENTLEY, PHYLLIS ELEANOR.

Novelist, lecturer, talks. b. Halifax,
Yorks., 1894. Known for short stories,
talks on literature, and schools pro-
grammes. Address: 8, Heath Villas
Halifax, Yorkshire. Phone: Halifax
3418. First connected with radio in 1928
in the Children’s Hour and literary talks.
Made lecture tours in the U.S.A. in
1934-36-39-41, and Holland, 1934. In the
American Division of the British
Ministry of Information, 1942-44. Recent
programmes were ‘‘ The Cat,” a short
story, and dramatic interludes for
schools. Author of 19 books, including
13 novels, two works of criticism, two
volumes of short stories and (very early,
she says) a satire about teaching
methods. Hobbies: the amateur theatre
and walking.

BENYON, THOMAS.

Scriptwriter and talks. b. London,
1894. Known for travel and adventure
broadcasts. Address: Gillsland Road,
Edinburgh. Phone: Edinburgh 52948.
First connected with radio in Cape Town,
1926. Fellow of Royal Geographical
Society. Lived a number of years in
Africa, India, Canada, U.S.A. and South

Russia. Holder of the world’s long
distance motor record by racing the mail
boat from London to Calcutta, India, in
1934. Has farmed in Canada and Africa.
Prospector and soldier, author and
theatre manager. Is married with three
children. Club: Green Roon.

BERENSKA, JAN.

Musician. b. Edinburgh, 8th January,
1905. Well known in radio for light
musical programmes. Address: 15,
Ferndale Road, Hall Green, Birmingham.
Phone: Springfield 3704. Has given a
number of recitals on violin, piano and
‘cello.

BERESFORD, JACK.

Sports talks, ete.
January, 1899. Authority on rowing.
Address: Highlands, Shiplake-on-
Thames, Oxon. Phone: Wargrave 346.
Educated at Bedford School. Captain of
Football and Boats. Enlisted Artists’
Rifles, 1917, served in France. Won
Diamond Seculls, 1920-24-25-26, and
Philadelphia Gold Cup, 1924-25. English
Amateur Sculling Championship, 1920 to
1926. Empire Games, Canada, 1930.
Olympic Games, Brussels, 1920, Paris,
1924, Amsterdam, 1928, Los Angeles,
1932, Berlin, 1936 (Captain of the British
team). First broadcast in 1938. Recent
programmes include ‘ Fifty Years of
Sport—Rowing, 1945,” and Raymond
Glendinning’s  “ Sport’s  Half-hour.”
Clubs: Constitutional, Thames Rowing
Club, Leander, and Anchorites.

b. Chiswick, 1st

BERKELEY, LENNOX.

Composer. b. Oxford, 12th May, 1903.
Has composed much incidental music
including recently the music for “A
Glutton for Life,” a feature by Louis
MacNiece on the life of Maupassant.
Address: 58, Warwick Square, London,
S.W.1. Phone: Victoria 4646. Educated
at Gresham’s School, Holt and Merton
College, Oxford. Studied music in Paris
under Mdlle. Nadia Boulanger. Returned
to L.ondon in 1936 and was on the staff
of the B.B.C. Music Department from
October, 1942, until January, 1946,
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BERRY, ERIC.

~ Actor. b. London, 9th January, 1913.
Has broadcast in radio plays since 1931.
Address: 36, Prentis Road, IL.ondon,
S.W.16. Phone: Streatham 0978. Trained
at Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, then
took the juvenile lead at the Embassy
Theatre in 1932. Had repertory experi-
ence at Hull, Croydon, Bristol and Chat-
ham. Has made many West End appear-
ances since his first radio part in Julius

ERIC BERRY

Caesar from Savoy Hill in 1931. Recently
televised (Exercise Bowler). During the
war broadcast for the Egyptian State
Broadcasting from Cairo, 1945-46, after
two years with the Royal West African
Frontier Force. Also served in Egypt,
Palestine, Cyrenaica and Tripolitania.

BETJEMAN, JOHN.

Author, critic, talks. b. London, 1906.
First connected with radio in 1928.
Address: c/o John Murray, Albemarle
Street, W.1. Best known for his talks on
architecture and poetry. Writer of
“Daily Herald ” book column, ete,

D

BEVANS, JOHN WILLIAM.

Compere and talks. b. Portsmouth.
3rd February, 1892. Best known for
“ The Records I Take to the War ” pro-
grammes. Address: 15, Copnor Road,
Portsmouth. Phone: Portsmouth 73440.
First broadcast from Iceland, subse-
quently from North Africa (French and
American Stations) and B.B.C. Realised
a life’s ambition by serving with all three
fighting forces. Has given talks, com-
pered gramophone recitals and services
broadcasts. Hobbies: Sailing and paint-
ing and making them pay.

BEVERIDGE, WILLIAM HENRY
(Lord).

Talks and discussions. b. Rangpur,
5th March, 1879 Best known for the
Beveridge Report on Social Security and
in radio as a member of the Brain:
Trust. Address: Tuggal Hall, Chathill,
Northumberland. Phone: Chathill 33.
Educated Charterhouse and Balliol
College, Oxford. In 1903 obtained post
as Sub-warden of Toynbee Hall at £200
a year, and he says, no prospects. Then
became Leader-writer on the * Morning
Post”” 1905-08; Civil Servant, 1908-19,
when he was given first job by Winston
Churchill at the Board of Trade;
Director of London School of Economics
and Political Science, University of
TI.ondon, 1919-37 (obtained from the
Rockefeller Foundation $2,000,00 to buv
the Bloomsbury site for the University,
and the ‘ Beveridge Hall’ in the Univer-
sity building—occupied by journalists of
all nations during World War II—
commemorates this); started Academic
Assistance Council in 1933 to rescue
academics from Hitler's persecution;
Master of University College, Oxford,
1937-45; Chairman of TUnemployment
Insurance Statutory Committee, 1935-44;
gave up these two posts to become M.P.
for Berwick-upon-Tweed, October, 1944,
to June, 1945, and being defeated in the
General Election says he is now without
a profession except that of author. Has
written many books on his own account
and in the first war invented a submarine
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game called “ Swish,” which he says was
on the market for one winter and earned
him £7 in Royalties! Has made alone
or with others many Government Reports
including one on the Coal Mining
Industry which was a best seller in 1926;
on Food Rationing, 1936 (led to food
being planned in advance of war); on use
of skilled men in the Services (led to
establishment of R.E.M.E.); on Fuel
Rationing (led to nothing!) and on Social
Insurance in 1942—this again was a best
seller in U.K. and U.S.A. Parents are
Scottish and Yorkshire, they met in
India, and Lord Beveridge is at present
engaged in writing a book about them in
bygone Bengal. Musical instruments:
says he is forbidden by wife (married
1942). Says the highlight of his career
was the making, without professional
assistance, of a swimming pool which
actually holds water!

BEVERLEY SISTERS.
Variety harmony trio. All born in
London and on the 5th of May but not

the same year! Have broadeast in “ Var-
iety Band Box,” “ Here’s Wishing You

e

=

BEVERLEY SISTERS

Well Again ” and in many television pro-
grammes. Address: c¢/o 23, Denmark
Street, London, W.1. Are three “real”
sisters, Teddie and Babs are twins and
Joy is exactly three years their senior—
the twing are nineteen years old. Come
from a theatrical family and are related

to the Lupinos. All were private secre-
taries on war work when spotted by Jock
Ware—the Fox photographer. Singing in
harmony was just a hobby with them
but he was so impressed with it that he
encouraged them to have a B.B.C.
audition. A few weeks later they made
their debut on the A.E.F. Programme.
They spend what leisure they have
working out new arrangements and
answering fan letters. Recently com-
pleted a Music Hall tour with Eric
Winstone and his orchestra and have
now embarked on a separate act.
Probably have made more television
appearances than any other variety act.
Their signature tune is “ Three Little
Sisters.”

BIBBY, CYRIL.

Talks and Discussions. b. Liverpool,
1st May, 1914. Broadecasts on science,
education and family relationships.
Address: 69, Manor Road, Chipping
Barnet, Herts. Third child of eight.
Educated elementary school, secondary
school (scholarship) and university.
Graduate <f Cambridge and Liverpool.
Teacher for several years. Did biological
research in England and Iceland. Author
of several works on biology and educa-
tion. Formerly Education Officer to the

CYRIL BIBBY
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Central Council for Health Education;
now Senior Lecturer at the College of
St. Mark and St. John, Chelsea. Recent
programmes: Chairman of ‘““To Start
You Talking ”’; took part in “ Family
Life ” series, ‘ Science Magazine,” etc.
Hobbies: Camping, household repairs
and decorating; dislikes ball games but
used to be long distance runner.

BILLETT, JOHN NASH KEMP.

Scripted Gramophone Programmes.
b. London, 26th June, 1917. Best known
for his Latin-American programmes.
Address: c/o B.B.C. Joined the Inter-
national Broadcasting Co., 1933; left
1935 to manage Llano Alvarez Mexican
QOrchestra. Freelanced 1936-39 with
various bands, danced, played Latin-
American instruments. Served in the
Royal Corpz of Signals, 1940-46; posted
to Middle East Forces Broadcasting Ser-
vice in 1944. Has broadcast in Egypt,
the Levant, Palestine, and England. First
Englishman to dance the Conga on the
English stage 1937. Recent programmes:
Tropical Magic, International Rumba,
and Romantic Rumba. Plays a number
of musical instruments.

BIRCH, DEREK.

Actor and producer. b. Westminster,
15th July, 1906. Well known for his work
in the drama, features and schools
departments of the B.B.C. Address: 33,
Cannonbury Avenue, Pinner, Middx.
Phone: Pinner 2932. Went on the stage
in 1929. Joined Manchester Repertory
Company. Played in the “ Housemaster,”
“Clive of India” and ‘“ The Unguarded
Hour,” “The School for Scandal,”
““Hamlet,” and “ The Constant Couple.”
His 1946 broadcasts include “ Double
Bedlam,” “ New Moon,” * Frederica,”
* Rogues and Vagabonds,” * David Gar-
rick,” etc. Produced ‘ Ah, Wilderness ”
and in December, “The Fan” for
London University Drama Society. Mar-
ried and has two sons, Nigel and
Andrew, aged 10 years and 4 years
respectively,

BIRKINSHAW, DOUGLAS CROSBIE.

Superintendent Engineer of Television
b. Sheffield, 27th January, 1906.
Address: c/o B.B.C., Alexandra Palace,
N.22. Educated Oundle, and Cambridge,
where he took a degree in Natural
Science (Tripos), M.A. Cantab. (Hons.).
Joined the B.B.C. in 1932 as Assistant
Research Engineer (Television). Became
Engineer in Charge London Television
Station, 1936, and Superintendent
Engineer in 1946, with a period in
between as Engineer in Charge Daventry
Empire Station. Awarded M.B.E. Is
Associate Member of the Institution of
Electrical Engineers. Fellow of the
Royal Horticultural Society, Fellow of
Television Society. At one time in the
steel industry at Sheffield. His first
connection with radio was in the labora-
tories of Oundle School in 1921. Married
in 1932 Florence Bennett, daughter of
J. H. Bennett, late principal of Bennett
College, and has a son and daughter.
Interests: Music—piano, organ, compo-
sition and arranging; gardening, cam-
panology.

BISHOP, HAROLD.

Chief Engineer of the B.B.C. b. Lon-
don, 29th October, 1900. Address: 34,
Ewell Downs Road, Ewell, Surrey.
Educated: City and Guilds Engineering
College. Engineer H.M. Office of Works,
1920-22; Engineer, Marconi’s Wireless
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.,, 1922-23.
Joined B.B.C. 1923. Senior Superinten-
dent Engineer, 1923-29; Assistant Chief
Engineer, 1929-43. Chief Engineer,
1943.

BLACK, STANLEY.

Conductor of B.B.C. Dance Orchestra,
also arranger, composer, and pianist. b.
London, 14th June, 1913. Has been
broadcasting since 1933 when he first
appeared on the air as a pianist.
Address: 156, Edgwarebury Lane, Edg-
ware, Middx., and White House, Regent’s
Park, London. Began musical studies at
age of seven, and despite leanings towards
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classical music turned to the popular
form at seventeen and became arranger-
pianist to several dance-bands. TFirst
opportunity to lead was in programme
“Introducing Anne’”, featuring Anne
Shelton, in 1944. Later was invited to
take over B.B.C. Dance Orchestra after
Billy 'Ternent had resigned. Although
now a conductor, is still active as a pian-
ist, arranger and composer. Recent pro-
grammes: “ Forever Arthur,” Carroll
Levis show, dance programmes, etc.,
Hobbies: Golf, horse riding, swimming.

BLACKMORE, GEORGE HENRY
JAMES.

Cinema Organist. b. Chatham, Kent,
24th January, 1921. Broadcasts monthly.
Address: 191, Luton Road, Chatham,
Kent. Phone: Chatham 2334. Chorister
at Rochester Cathedral at 9, studied
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GEORGE H. J. BLACKMORE

piano under Percy Whitlock and H. A.
Bennett {Cathedral organist). Won an
organ scholarship to King’s School,
Rochester, at 124. Held this scholarship
from 1988-39, during which years he held
local church organ appointments. First

deputised at local cinemas in 1937, during
school holidays. Became resident organist
at the Majestic Cinema, Rochester, in
1939, and gave his first broadcast from
there in 1941. Has broadcast regularly
ever since. He continued his studies at
the Cathedral and occasionally played at
services. Served in the R.A.F., and
though stationed in Northern Ireland,
still managed to give occasional broad-
casts from Rochester. Got his Rugby
XV. cap at school, and was in the first
Cricket Eleven. Gained A.R.C.O. dip-
loma in 1941. Since 1945, while still
serving, has broadcast from Trocadero,
Elephant and Castle, Gaumont State
Cinema, Kilburn, and the Gaumont,
Hammersmith.

BLAIR, IAN.

Baritone Singer. b. Glasgow, 21st
February, 1908. Specialises in ballads
and opera arias. Address: 31, Braith-
waite Gardens, Stanmore, Middx. Called
‘““ basso disgusto ” by his singing master
at school, discovered he had a voice when
he was 18 and was introduced to an
Italian teacher of singing who discovered
him to be a true high baritone. His
compass extends from low G to top C—
almost a tenor’s range, but of baritone
quality. First broadecast in 1934 at the
B.B.C., Glasgow. Has sung with the
Glasgow Choral Union and Scottish
Orchestra under the direction of John
Barbirolli. Took up singing as a career
after discharge from the Forces. Did
E.N.S.A. work with the 1st Hospitals
Section, and then with the operatic dept.,
touring England and Wales. Since
broadcasting in 1944 in “ Monday Night
at Eight ” has had more than 30 broad-
casts. Hobby: Gardening.

BLAKELOCK, ALBAN.

Radio-actor. b. London, 17th May,
1897. Recent broadecasts include ‘ The
Peaceful Inn,” “ The Shadow of Sum-
uru,” and many programmes in the
Forces Educational series. Address:
702, Endsleigh Court, W.C.1. Phone:
Euston 1137. Educated at Felstead
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School and Peterhouse, Cambridge. First
connections with radio in Savoy Hill
days (1930). Besides broadcasting has
appeared in many television plays last
year including *‘ The Dark Lady of the
Sonnets,” ‘“The Importance of Being
Earnest,” ‘“The Magistrate” and
“Magic.” Was also in some of the
earliest television plays before the war.
During the war was in many radio plays
and feature programmes. Appeared in
many stage productions including ““ A
Month in the Country,” *‘ Macbeth,”
“ Arms and the Man,” ‘“ Heaven and
Charing Cross,” and ‘“Toad of Toad
Hall,” ete. -

BLAKELOCK, DENYS.

Radio-actor. b. London, 22nd June,
1901, Connected with radio since the
davs of Savoy Hill. Address: 31T,
Findsleigh Court, W.C..1. Phone:
Euston 1876. Played the name part in
““The Magistrate,” leading part in
* Chinese Magie,” and appeared in “ The
Tales of Mystery and Imagination ”’ and
in other recent programmes.

BLATT, EDGAR CHARLES.

Producer, writer and director. b.
Early, Nr. Reading, 4th September,
1907. Formerly head of B.B.C.’s London
Transcription Service. Address: 1,
Mandeville Place, London, W.1. Phone:
Welbeck 9613. Spent early part of his
life travelling, which he says appears
from his point of view as a waste of
money on his parents’ part as he cannot
remember anything very coherent about
any of the places he visited. Educated
Harrow. From 1927 to 1937 worked in
advertising agencies as an executive,
tampaign wvisualiser, and senior copy
writer, but at the same period was active
in the theatre doing the book and lyrics
for Charlot’s “ Stop and Go” (1933);
part book and lyrics of Charlot’s touring
revue “ A Magnum of Charlot” (1936);
book and lyrics for three summer revues
(1936); book and lyries for revue “ To
and Fro” (1936); book and lyries for

* Andre Charlot’s Season of Three Revues

(1937). In the autumn of 1936 joined
International Broadcasting Co. as pro-
gramme visualiser and senior script-
writer and did several of the most
popular broadeasts from Radios Nor-
mandy and Luxembourg. Appointed
manager of the B.B.C.’s London Trans-
scription Service in 1941, and from that
date until September, 1945, wrote scripts
for eight different broadcasting pro-
grammes. In September, 1945 left the
B.B.C. to join Ted Kavanagh Associated
as partner, where he continued to edit
and produce “ To Town on Two Pianos.”
Has edited, commentated, and written
songs. Hobbies: Sailing, darts, and
horse-racing.

BLEWITT, TREVOR EATON.

Talks Producer. b. Simla, India, 23rd
December, 1900. Foreign Correspon-
dent and broadcaster on world affairs.
Address: 22, Isokon Flats, Lawn Road,
N.W.3. Phone: Primrose 0821. After
leaving Berkhamsted School and London
University, travelled and lived in Europe,
acted as correspondent of Loondon news-
papers in Geneva, Prague and Warsaw.
Freelanced in London, 1930-41, as jour-
nalist, and translator with Phyllis
Blewitt of about 20 books from the
German, including Koestler’s “ Dialogue
with Death” and Stefan Zweig's
“ Beware of Pity.” Recent programmes
were in the ‘“ World Affairs ” series and
“In Europe Today ” series.

BLISS, TRUDY.

Talks, Plays and Short Stories. b.
Belmont, Mass., U.S.A. Did ‘ Kitchen
Front ” broadcasts. Address: 22, Har-
court House, 19, Cavendish Square, W.1.
Phone: Langham 2663. A New Eng-
lander by birth, she grew up in the
Middle West and California. First con-
nected with radio on a Californian
station in 1942. Recent programmes
include “ Memorial Concert,” a play with
music by Arthur Bliss, and two broad-
casts a week on the North American
Service, B.B.C. Married to Arthur Bliss,

www.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

38 RADIO WHO’S WHO

TRUDY BLISS

the composer, and has two daughters.
Divides her time between London and a
home in Somerset.

BLOOM, OLIVE.
Solo Pianist. b. Edinburgh, 3rd July,

OLIVE BLOOM

1884, Now on the staff of the Royal
College of Music. Address: Sendholme,
Send, Surrey. Phone: Woking 1542,
Studied at Brussels Conservatoire and
gained Dove Prize and Open Scholarship
at the Royal College of Music, London,
studying with Herbert Sharpe. Has given
recitals in London, South Africa, Austra-
lia, Ceylon and Jamaica. First broadcast
in the early days of Savoy Hill and has
played concertos with the B.B.C. Sym-
phony Orchestra and Queen’s Hall
Orchestra.

BLOOMER, THOMAS.

Religious Broadcasts. b. Co. Tyrone,
N. Ireland, 14th July, 1894. Best known
for two series, ‘“ Lift up Your Hearts,”
which were published. Address: The
Vicarage, Barking. Phone: Riffleway
2932. Ordained 1918, appointed Vicar of
Barking, largest parish in England, in
1935, Chaplain to the King, 1944, and
elected a Proctor in Convocation, 1946.
Member of the Archbishop’s Commission
on Evangelism, 1944-46. Served in the
war in the much blitzed district of Bar-
king, and held the rank of major in the
Home Guard. Deeply interested in
Christian work in the British Common-
wealth and Africa. Played Rugby,
cricket and tennis, and plays golf.
Hobby: Gardening (a war-time hobby
was running a pig club).

BOLESLAWSKI, EDWARD.

Tenor. b. South East Poland, 9th
March, 1911. Connected with radio since
1940 as a straight singer. Address: 21,
Gilston Road, S.W.10. Phone: Flaxman
9308. Educated Warsaw University as a
lawyer and also at the Warsaw High
Music School. Joined Polish Army, 1938,
and served in the campaign against Ger-
many. Escaped to Hungary, where he was
interned and then escaped to France,
where he rejoined the Polish Army.
Appeared at concerts in London and the
Provinces and on the West End Stage.
Went abroad with E.N.S.A. Recent pro-
grammes included “ Sunday Rhapsody.”
Married to Ursula Fincham, ballet
dancer, in 1944. Sports: Tennis, swim-
ming, riding.
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BOLLINGTON, AL.

Theatre Organist. b. Sth. Normanton,
Derbyshire, 1904. Known for organ-
stage presentations and * sweet-fype”’
of radio programmes. Address: Para-
mount Theatre, Tottenham Court Road,

AL. BOLLINGTON

London. Phone: Euston 4585. Studied
the theatre organ in America. Organist
of Plaza, Piccadilly Circus, for two
yvears; Paramount, Tottenham Court
Road, for four. Pilot in the R.A.F.,
1940-46, and won the A.F.C at Arnhem.
Later pilot of V.I.P.s, including royalty.
Is back at the Paramount. Hobby: golf,
handicap 6.

BOLSTER, DAVID CHARLES.

Seript-writer. 5. Sheerness, Kent,
12th October, 1914. Has done many
foreign language broadcasts and secripts
for propaganda during the war.
Address: 105a, Eaton Terrace Mews,
London, S.W.1. Phone: Sloane 0596.
Educated at Sherborne and Kunstgewer-
bliche Akademie in Leipzig. Worked in
various continental countries as ‘ the
fancy took him’ as printer, journalist,
lecturer and wine exporter. Did propa-
ganda radio-scripts for broadcasts to
Germany in 1941. Wrote and recorded
propaganda talks in Hungarian. A
dramatized version of his story, “A

Good Sport,” was broadcast earlier this
year. Joined the Navy as seaman and
left it as Lieut. Wrote a book about
the Navy, “Roll on My Twelve” (short
stories). Now official historian. Married
1938, no children. Hobbies: Writing,
arguing, riding, sailing, walking, cook-
ing. Before the war was reasonably
fluent in nine foreign languages but is
now, he says, a man of one word and
that an oath!

BONETT, EMERY,

Play seript-writer. Known for “ One
Fine Day,” first broadcast 1944, and then
in 1945; repeated in Australia, New
Zealand, etc., and translated, and included
in the book, ““ Radio Theatre.” Address:
c/o Curtis Brown, Ltd., 6, Henrietta
Street, London, W.C.1. Author of novels,
“ High Pavement,” published in America
as “ Old Mrs. Camelot,” where it was a
Book League selection, and previously
““ Never Go Dark” and a “ A Girl Must
Live,” which was also filmed. Has jour-
nalism and film dialogue experience.

BONN, ISSY.
Comedian and Vocalist. b. London,
21st April, 1903. Address: 12/13, St.

ISSY BONN
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George Street, Hanover Sq., London, W.1.
Phone: Mayfair 5994. Born in the East
End, son of a butcher. Has spent 20
years in Variety, and is among the first
flight of box office attractions. In 1946
wrote and produced first show ¢ Big
Broadeast.” Favourite with record fans
and is high up for request recordings in
various radio programmes. (Decca).
Fan mail: 16,000 letters a year. Origi-
nator of the ¢ Finklefefer ”’ family. Has
also played a straight part in a B.B.C.
production. Is terrified of having to
repeat a pre-recorded programme (in
case of accident) before the same studio
audience. He had to do it once and
says “never again.” Connected with
radio since 1935, and recent programmes
include “ Music Hall,” ‘ Variety Band
Box ” guest star, and in many other well
established programmes.

BOOTH, LESLIE WEBSTER.

Singer. b. Birmingham, 21st January,
1902. Best known for tenor roles in ora-
torios and operas, and romantic musical
roles and duets with Anne Ziegler.
Address: Crowhurst, Torrington Park,
N.12. At the age of 7 sang solos in
church choir. Educated at Lincoln
Cathedral Choir School. Voice broke at

LESLIE WEBSTER BOOTH

the age of 13. Trained in Birmingham
as accountant. At 16 Dr. Wassell, of
Birmingham, began training his voice
for tenor soloist. Joined D’Oyly Carte
Opera Company in 1924. Began Concert
work in 1927, and was introduced to
H.M.V. in 1928 and still records for
them., Sung oratorio in every concert
hall in Britain. International Opera
Season, Covent Garden, “Der Rosen-
kavalier” and *“ Magic Flute,” 1938.
Began double act with Anne Ziegler in
1940. There followed Music Halls, the
“Vagabond King ” and * Sweet Yester-
day.” Played the lead in new techni-
colour film of ‘“ The Laughing Lady.”
Hobbies: Riding, cooking, animals—has
two cats, a bull terrier, and a cairn
(Smokie), who gets his own Christmas
fan mail since his picture was published.

BOOTHBY, ROBERT.

Talks on affairs. b. Edinburgh, 12th
February, 1900. Has done the ‘“ Week
in Westminster ” several times and
featured in the Brains Trust three times.
Address: House of Commons. M.P. for
East Aberdeenshire since 1924. Parlia-
mentary Private Secretary to Mr. Win-
ston Churchill from 1926 to 1929. Visited
Russia in 1926 and 1931. Strong critic
of the foreign policy of the Chamberlain
Government in 1938. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Food under
Lord Woolton in 1940. Served in the
Royal Air Foree, 1941-43. Published
‘“ The New Economy,” 1943.

BOSLEY, LEONARD E. W,

Religious broadcast services. b. Here-
fordshire, 1899. Address: The Vicarage,
Peterborough. Phone: Peterborough
3579. Educated at New College, Oxford.
Became Senior Curate of Coventry
Cathedral, then Vicar of Radford,
Coventry. Is now Viear and Rural Dean
of Peterborough and Hon. Canon of
Peterborough Cathedral. Chaplain to
the R.A.F. DMember of the Midland
Region Religious Advisory Committee of
the B.B.C. Has conducted recent mid-
week services and Midland Regional ser-
vices from Peterborough Parish Church.
First broadcast from Coventry Cathedral
in 1930.
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BOULT, ADRIAN CEDRIC.

Conductor. b. Chester, 8th April, 1889.
Top ranking British conductor. Address:
c/o B.B.C. World famous conductor of
orchestras and choirs, became Director of
Music of the B.B.C., 1930.

BOULTER, ROSALYN
DOUTHWAITE.

Actress. b. Carlisle, 1st February,
1917. Has been connected with radio
since she first took part in “ A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream ” in 1936. Address:
2. Gloucester Walk, Kensington, W.8.
Phone: Western 1952. Trained at the
Central School of Speech Training and
afterwards obtained contract with Syd-
ney Carrol at the Regent’s Park Open-
Air Theatre. Acted in “ Housemaster ”
at Apollo Theatre and in ‘ George and
Margaret” in London and New York.
Has since appeared in many West End
shows and made films including ‘ George
in Civvy Street” and “ That Man is
Mine.” Recent radio plays include parts
in “ Mr. Beverley Plays God,” *“ Memorial
Conceit,” “ The Country of the Blind,”
‘““The Moon and Sixpence’” and others.

BOUMPHREY, GEOFFREY
MAXWELL.

Talks, debates, television. b. Lymm,
Cheshire, 7th August, 1894. Is chiefly
interested in all aspects of design.
Address: c/o Lloyds Bank, R.3 Section,
6, Pall Mall, S.W.1. Educated Radley
and trained as an engineer. Practised
as designer and as writer, mainly on
various aspects of design. Known for
the programmes * Along the Roman
Roads,” ‘“ Down River,” “ Your Home
and Mine,” “ The Changing Midlands,”
“ Ripe for Development.” (All series.)
Author of many books including “ The
Log of the Ark,” ‘“ Sea Farmers,” “ The
Story of the Ship,” “ Cunning Cookery,”
and “Town and Country Tomorrow.”
Served in the 1918 war as an R.F.C.
pilot, and was wounded in 1917.

BOWER, DALLAS.

Television and Radio Producer. b.
London, 25th July, 1907. Is well known
as a television producer, etc. Address:
c/o Savile Club, 69, Brook Street, W.1.
Phone: Mayfair 5462. Educated Hurst-
pierpoint College. Trained as a radio
engineer with the Marconi Company, and
worked with British Thomson-Houston.
Assistant Editor and for a short time
editor of ‘ Experimental Wireless.”
Entered British film production in 1927
and became film editor, scenario writer,
director and producer, and worked on
such films as “ The Path of Glory,”
“ Escape Me Never,” “ As You Like It*’
and “ Henry V.” Was supervisor of
Film Production, M.o.I.,, 1940-41. Re-
cently adapted “ The Insect Play” for
World Theatre Series. Hobby: Sailing.
Clubs: Savile, and Royal Burnham Yacht
Club.

BOWLES, MICHAEL ANDREW.

Director of Music, Radio Eireann. 6.
Riverstone, Co. Sligo, 30th November,
1909. Conducted the Radio Eireann
Symphony Orchestra fortnightly from
September to March, 1946, and the B.B.C.
Symphony Orchestra twice in May, 1946.
Address: 40, Maritime Gardens, East
Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Phone: Dublin
83936. Was a Civil Servant in the
Department of Education from 1926 to
1932. Cadet Bandmaster Army School of
Music, 1932, and Commissioned in 1936,
in which year he obtained his B.Mus. at
National University. Seconded to broad-
casting service in 1940 as conductor
of orchestra. Appointed Director of
Musie, and retired from the army in
1944. Examiner in Music for the Dept.
of Education since 1943.

BOX, HAROLD OLDFIELD.

Radio playwright. b. Bedford, 31st
May, 1904. Began writing radio plays
as a form of relaxation during the war,
and has since had many of his scripts
broadcast by the B.B.C. Best known for
his serial plays based on Anthony Trol-
lope’'s novels. Married, and has two
children.
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BOXER, JOHN.

Actor. b. London, 1909. Regardsasa
highlight the lead in ‘ Othello ” in India.
Address: 50, Woodberry Down, London,
N.4. Won Gold Medal at Royal Academy
and has appeared in many West End
theatres, notably as Claud in ‘ George
and Margaret” at Wyndham’s. Also
made the film in his original part. Other
films are ‘ Waterloo Road,” ‘ Demi-
Paradise,” “ The Way Ahead.” Served
in the War Reserve Police for three and
a half years. Joined the army in 1944.
Toured with A.B.C.A. and appeared with
them at the Arts Club. Was acting in
India when this note was compiled.
Hobbies: Walking and swimming. Club:
Green Room.

BRABAN, ROGER.

Actor. Appeared in many drama
productions. b. London, 13th January,
1931. Fifteen year old son of the late
Harvey Braban, the Shakespearean actor,
one of the first actors to broadcast from
Savoy Hill. Address: 12, Brookfield
Mansions, Highgate, West Hill, N.6.
Phone: Mountview 3905. Educated at
Hawtreys, Llangedwyn, Wales. Made his
first appearance with Patrick Dickinson
in a radio programme adapted from one
of the tales of Beatrix Potter, and since
then has made some fifty broadcasts,
including Saturday Night Theatre,
Transatlantic Call, Wednesday Matinee
and evening plays. Made his first appear-
ance on the stage with Vivien Leigh in
“ Skin of Our Teeth.” Latest part was
Peter Knox in the “ Guinea Pig ” at the
Criterion. Hobbies: Riding and boating.

BRAGG, WILLIAM LAWRENCE.

University professor and broadcaster
on scientific subjects. b. Adelaide, Aus-
tralia, 381st March, 1890. Address:
Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge.
Phone: Cambridge 56717. Broadcast
two well-remembered Sunday evening
postscripts, “ The Spirit of Science,”
1944, and “ Science and Mankind,” 1945.
Lecturer at Trinity College, Cambridge,

1917, developed sound ranging for the
British Expeditionary Force in 1914-18
war. Professor of Physics at Manchester
University, 1929-37; Director of
National Physical Laboratory, 1937-38;
and since 1938 Cavendish Professor of
Physics, Cambridge. Winner of Nobel
prize, 1915.

BRAIDWOOD, PETER MURRAY.

Broadcasts cockney stories, talks, ete.
b. Amersham, Bucks., 13th September,
1895. Address: Houseboat, Colthrop,
Nr. Thatcham, Berks. Educated Epsom.

Started in the city and gravitated to~

engineering — business — salesmanship
and then films. Was always fond of
writing. First sketches for the B.B.C.
were the “ At Home To-Day ” feature in
1938. Principal hobby: The study of
humanity.

BRAIN, DENNIS.

Musician, orchestral, chamber and
solo. b. London, 17th May, 1921. Has
broadcast with his father and the Lener
quartet. Address: 7, Elsworthy Terrace,
N.W.3. Phone: Primrose 4774. He
learnt to play the horn at 14, went to
the Royal Academy of Music in 1936 and
studied with his father, Aubrey H.
Brain, also studied the organ with G. D.
Cunningham. Made his debut in 1938
at the Queens’ Hall with Adolf Buch’s
Chamber Orchestra. Since then has
played concerts all over the country. In
1943 at the Wigmore Hall he gave the
first performance of the * Serenade for
Horn ” by Benjamin Britten written for
Peter Pears and himself. His mother
was an opera singer and appeared at the
Proms. and Covent Garden. Married
1945. His wife is also a pianist.
Hobbies: Motoring, reading and garden-
ing.

BRAITHWAITE, LILIAN.

Actress. b. at Ramsgate. For many
years now one of Britain’s favourite
actresses. Address: 20, Chesham Place,
London, S.W.1. In her many years on
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the stage she has taken every type of
part from classical plays to Shakespeare
and modern comedy. First started
broadcasting in the old days at Savoy
Hill, and among recent programmes are,
“ Variety Cavalcade,” ‘‘Wishing You
Well Again,” and the Saturday Night
Theatre—* Fresh Fields,” etc. Created
a Dame of the British Empire in 1943.

BRAITHWAITE, WARWICK.

Conductor of opera and symphonies.
b. Dunedin, New Zealand, 1896. Has
been connected with radio since 1922
when he was Assistant Musical Director,
London, and afterwards at Cardiff.
Address: 23, Linden Lea, London, N.2.
Phone: Speedwell 9570. Left New
Zealand in 1917 and joined the New
Zealand forces after arriving in Eng-
land. After being invalided out he
studied composition and won the
Gordon Thomas Composition Scholar-
ship at the Royal Academy of Music.
Went to Munich where he studied opera
with Bruno Walter, Composition and
Conducting at the Academie die Ton-
kunst under von Hausseger. Joined the
B.N.O.C. at Covent Garden in 1922, and
later the B.B.C. Became Music Direc-
tor at Cardiff in 1927 and was appointed
conductor of the National Orchestra of
Wales where he remained until 1931.
Joined Sadler’s Wells as Conductor of
Opera until 1940 when he was offered
the Conductorship of the Scottish Sym-
phony Orchestra. Conducted famous
orchestras during the war years and
returned to the B.B.C., London, 1946.
Recorded with Decca, H.M.V. and
Columbia.

BRANDON, TOMMY.

Comedian. b. Nelson, Lancs, 16th
January, 1897. Known as the little man
who talks to himself. Address * De
Beauvoir,” 30, Bridge End, London, E.17.
Phone: Larkswood 2544. Started pro-
fessional career in concert parties, and
has played in Variety, Revue, Panto-
mime, etc. Served in the 1914-18 war in
the ranks and as an officer. On demobi-

TOMMY BRANDON

lisation returned to variety and the
concert halls. Ernest Longstaffe gave
him his first broadcast in 1937 and he has
broadcast regularly ever since. His radio
shows include ‘Old Mother Riley,”
“0Old Town Hall,” “ Henry Hall's Guest
Night,” “ Music Hall,” * Navy Mixture,”
“Welsh Music Hall,” “ Children’s Hour,”
“Workers’ Playtime,” and George
Elrick’s “Band PRarty.” He holds the
record for the number of appearances in
“Workers' Playtime.” Appeared in the
big variety show, “ Show Time” on 1st
June, 1943. His signature tune is * It’ll
be me.”” Hobbies: Swimming, garden-
ing, and decorating his own house.

BRANDT, IVAN.

Actor. b. London, 8th January, 1903.
Has appeared in a great number of radio
plays since he first broadeast in 1929
when he played the lead in “The Web ”
(Manchester). Address: ‘ Cockerhurst,”
Tyrrells Wood, Leatherhead, Surrey.
Phone: Leatherhead 2984. Educated,
Tonbridge. Studied architecture for five
years before becoming a professional
actor. First appeared on the London
stage in 1927, and has worked for many
B.B.C. departments, Drama, Variety,
Talks, Experimental programmes and
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poetry readings.” His first radio script to
be broadcast was an adaptation of Walter
de la Mare’s ““ Recluse,” broadcast from
Manchester in 1940. Among recent pro-
grammes are ‘“ The Man Outside,” “ The

IVAN BRANDT

Man Who Stayed Alone,” “Magnolia,”
“ Golden Dragon City,” ‘““ The Rosewood
Door,” “ The Man Who Pulled Strings,”’
“Warsaw Fantasy,” “Blind Man’s
Buff,” “ Justice,” “ Men of God” and
“ Fellowship of the Frog " (serial).

BRANNIGAN, OWEN.

Bass Voecalist. b. Annitsford, Nr. New-
castle-on-Tyne, 10th March, 1908. In
1941 was awarded the Guildhall School
of Music Gold Medal and also medal of
the Royal Worshipful Company of Musi-
cians. Address: 37, Lynmouth Road,
East Finchley, N.2. Phone: Tudor
6368. Began singing as a choirboy at
St. John’s Church, Annitsford, where his
father was organist and choirmaster 53
years. Awarded a scholarship to the
Guildhall School of Music, London. Dur-
ing student days was appointed Bass at
Westminster Cathedral. Gained every
award available to a singing student at
the G.S.M. First broadcast in 1940 in

OWEN BRANNIGAN

opera, and has broadcast regularly since
then. Principal Bass with Sadler’s Wells
from 1942-45. Sang ‘“ Swallow ”’ in first
and every English performance and
broadcast of “ Peter Grimes.” Sang at
Glyndebourne, 1946. He also specialises
in North Country folk songs, and has
broadcast many of them, Has appeared
frequently with the B.B.C. Theatre.
Orchestra and other broadcasting
orchestras. Soloist with the Royal Choral
Society, Edinburgh Royal Choral
Society, Liverpool Phil., Sheffield Phil.,
Goldsmith’s Choral, ete.

BRANSON, DAVID.

Pianist and Composer. b. Kings
Lynn, Norfolk, 13th July, 1909. First
broadcast at the age of 15. Address:
258, Camden Road, N.W.1. Phone:
Gulliver 1874. Made his first public
appearance as child pianist at the Stein-
way Hall when he was 11. Compositions
include songs and instrumental pieces, a
concerted work for piano and orchestra,
a set of piano ‘ Variations on a Negro
Spiritual,” which he broadcast in 1945.
Second interest is in art, and has exhi-
bited at the R.W.S. and designs his own
covers for his published music. Recorded
for Columbia a series of educational piano
recoxds.
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BRIDSON, DOUGLAS GEOFFREY.

Feature Writer and Producer. b. Man-
chester, 21st August, 1910. Has written
and/or produced over 350 features.
Address: ¢/o B.B.C. Joined staff of the
B.B.C. North Region as writer-producer
in 1985. Since 1941 attached London

DOUGLAS G. BRIDSON

Features Dept. Author of first verse
feature in radio (“ The March of the
’45”’) and since then “ Aaron’s Field,”
“This was an American,” “ An Ameri-
can Goes Home,” and other verse dramas
and features. Creator of “ Harry Hope-
ful,” “ Billy Welcome " and “ Ex-Corporal
Wilf ” for Wilfred Pickles. He has done
many features on heavy industry, mainly
from the north, and several programmes
written around foreign countries. In
1943-44 toured United States and Canada
writing B.B.C. features on the North
American scene. In New York co-writer
and producer of “ The Man Who Went to
War,” first all-Negro radio ballad opera
with Paul Robeson, Ethel Waters, Canada
Lee, and Josh White. Hobbies: Travel,
literature, beer,

BRIGHT, RICHARD NEALE.

Editorial Assistant, Publicity Dept.,
B.B.C. b. Ludlow, 26th February, 1903.
Address: c¢/o B.B.C. Before joining the
B.B.C. was in weekly journalism and
advertising ; on the editorial staff of the
“ Bystander ” for seven years. Did
advertising work here and in Belgium.
Joined B.B.C. as probationary
announcer. Transferred to Overseas
Intelligence Dept., and after leaving the
R.N.V.R with the rank of Lieut.-Com-
mander he joined the Publicity
Department.

BRISTOL, RONALD.

Tenor. b. Birmingham, 21st March,
1912. First sang on the radio in 1938
with the B.B.C. Midland Singers.
Address: 82, South Road, Northfield,
Birmingham. Phone: Priory 2429
(B’mham). Has sung in Tuesday Seren-
ade, Sunday Rhapsody, Musical Counties,
Grand Hotel and many similar pro-
grammes. Studied music in Birmingham
at the Midland School of Music. Joined
the B.B.C. Midland Singers in 1938 as
first tenor taking all solos for tenor. Soon
began to broadcast for Midland Regional,
straight, light and serious music especi-
ally good songs, recitals, oratorios and
religious music. Frequently broadcasts
from London and the Regions.

BRITTEN, EDWARD BENJAMIN.

Composer and  Accompanist. b.
Lowestoft, 22nd November, 1913. Com-
poser of operas ‘“Peter Grimes” and
“ Rape of Lucretia,” choral, orchestral,
vocal and instrumental music. Address:
The Old Mill, Snape, Suffolk. Educated
Gresham’s School, Holt, and studied
music during holidays with Frank
Bridge. As a boy entered the R.C.M.,
working with John Ireland. Started com-
posing at the age of five, but refrained
from attempting to publish anything
until 1982. His music began to gain
recognition in 1934, when the ‘‘Phan-
tasy Quartet” for oboe and strings was
performed at the L.3.C,M. Festival in

www.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

46 RADIO WHO’S WHO

Florence, though the first of his works to
gain him an international reputation was
the “ Variations on a Theme by Frank
Bridge ” given first in London and since
then in many European cities and
America. “Peter Grimes,” was first
performed at Sadler’s Wells in June,
1945. This has probably done more than
any of his other works to establish his
position in this country. Regarded as
one of the foremost composers of his age
in any country. On the radio he has
acted as accompanist to Peter Pears the
tenor.

BROADBENT, JOHN NEWTON.

Part time radio actor, whose main
business is in the cotton trade. b. Oldham
4th November, 1898. Known in radio for
character and dialect parts in plays,
Children’s Hour, and story reading.
Address: 6, Meadow Lane, Garden
Suburb, Oldham. Phones: Main (Old-
ham) 5303; Bla. (Manchester) 3441, the
latter number being that of his busi-
ness. Served three years in 1914-18
war when he began to entertain the
Forces, and continued acting in eivil
life in amateur theatricals and also

producing. Played in first * Trans-
atlantic Call,” first “ Ack-Ack
Beer-Beer ” programmes. In 1938 was

secretary of large cotton spinning mill
which D. G. Bridson featured in one of
his industrial programmes. Bridson sug-
gested that Broadbent should take part
and was afterward given an audition for
drama work. Has had regular radio
contacts ever since.

BROOKE, MICHAEL.

News Reader and Announcer. b. Lon-
don, 12th August, 1904. Address: Flat
2, 103, Marylebone High Street, W.1.
Phone: Welbeck 6144. Educated Down-
side. Began a stage career in Paris in
1928. Stage manager for Sir Gerald du
Maurier. Became studio manager at
Alexandra Palace (Television). Worked
in the Ministry of Mines until recalled
by B.B.C. in 1941. Joined the Empire
Service and read news on the Qverseas

Services until 1945, when transferred to
Light Programme. In 1939 wrote a play
for television which involved a new tech-
nique. Married to Beryl Riggs (who was
Mrs. Potts in the Will Hay programme
and Miss Milton in “ Just William ”).
Has one son. Hobbies: Anything to do
with boats, dogs and inexpensive
pastimes.

BROOKES, OLWEN.

Actress. b. Chelsea. Is Mrs. Blair in
the well known “Robinson Family.”
Address: 207, The Chelsea Cloisters,
S.W.3. Phone: Kensington 6994. Studied
with Rosina Fillipi. First broadcast in
1938. Played in many London stage pro-
ductions—with Ivor Novello three times.
War time plays include “ Month in the
Country,” “Pendon” and “ Gay Pavi-
lion.” Began broadcasting regularly in
1941. As a straight and character actress
has played in many Variety and Drama
productions. Started in filmsin 1943, the
last two being ‘ Christmas Week-end ”’
and “ Root of all Evil.”

BROOKS, COLLIN.

Talks and Readings. b. Stanwix, Cum-
berland, 22nd December, 1893. Editor,
novelist, poet, economist. Addréss: 12,
Kensington Gate, W.8, and 10, Carteret
Street, S.W.1. Phones: Wes. 9189 and
Whi. 5268. Although Cumberland born,
returned to native county of Lancashire
at the age of six months. Began business
life, after pupilage to firm of chartered
accountants, on the Manchester Produce
Exchange. Served King’s (Liverpool)
Regt., and Machine Gun Corps and Tank
Corps in first World War (M.C.). Founded
Manchester Press Agency, 1913. Literary
editor and chief leader writer ‘“ Liverpool
Courier,” 1919-23. Held same positions

on the “Yorkshire Post,” 1923-28.
Deputy Editor * Financial News,”
1928-34. Financial Editor and Editor
“Sunday Dispateh,” 1934-38. Did

various rearmament missions to Euro-
pean capitals, Dominions, and TU.S.A.
up to 1940. Is now Chairman and
Editor- of “Truth,” and deputy
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Chairman of “The Statist.”” Pub-
lished some 30 books. Has done a large
number of broadcasts, including,
recently, “The Great Victorians”;
“ Taking Stock”; “ Food Forum” and
commentaries as North Countryman.
Hobbies: Metaphysies and minor verse
—but would be M.F.H. if he -had the
means. Clubs: The City Livery, Press,
Reform, Savage, The Royal Thames
Yacht Club and one or two others.

BROOME, DORA M.

Short Story Writer. Has done several
Lancs. dialect stories for broadcasting.
c/o B.B.C. Manchester. Lives in the Isle
of Man but is only a “ come over,” since
she belongs to the north. Contributor to
the ‘“ Manchester Guardian” for many
years. Written Manx as well as Lanca-
shire dialect stories, and a play on Peel
Castle. Collection of short stories * Lan-
cashire Folks” has been published. Began
“ Matilda Mouse ” for fun five years ago
and she’s still running. First started in
radio with Lancashire dialect stories and
a one act play “ The Moon.” Recent pro-
grammes include Wednesday Stories,
“The Pup,” “Rhubarb Wine,” “The
Charm.”

BROPHY, JOHN.

Talks and Short Stories. b. Liverpool.
6th December, 1899. Best known as a
novelist. Address: 9. Cedar House, Mar-
loes'Road, London, W.8. Phone: Western
0328. First connected with radio about
1936.

BROUGH, PETER ROYCE.

Ventriloquist. b. London, 26th Febru-
ary, 1916. Did 42 consecutive weeks
broadcasting in “Navv  Mixture.”
Address: 5. Golden Square, W.1. Phone.
Gerrard 6809. Comes of a ventriloanial
family, both his father and grandfather
beine successful ventriloquists. Served
in the R.A.S.C. during the war. during
which time he also avpeared in troov
shows and George Black’s ¢ Stars in
BRattledress.” Experimented with manv
dummies before satisfied with “ Archie

Andrews,” whose head alone cast £250.
Archie’s clothes are tailored in Bond
Street and he receives an annual allow-
ance of 50 coupons. Inland Revenue
once sent an income tax form to Archie
Andrews, at the B.B.C. Peter Brough
is married and has two children.

BROWN, ARTHUR HENRY.

B.B.C. Variety Booking Manager. b.
London, 11tl1 December, 1890. Does the
booking for the variety programmes
Address: 112, Wellesley Court, Maida
Vale, W.9. Phone: Cunningham 3758

First introduction to the theatre world
was in 1912 when he joined Moss
Empires, Ltd. From 1914 to 1916 served

ARTHUR H. BROWN

with the Duke of Cornwall’s Light
Infantry. Rejoined Moss Empires in
1916 and later became assistant manager
of the Empire Theatre, Sheffield. In
1918 joined J. L. Sachs in a business
capacity with whom he stayed 3% years,
and was associated with such produc-
tions as * The Lilac Domino,” * Going
Up,” *“ Shanghai,” etc. Then he joined
Ministry of Labour as Secretary to the
Trade Advisory Committees in connection
with the training of disabled ex-service
men. In 1927 joined the B.B.C. where
he is responsible for booking dance
hands and artists for all programmes
sponsored by the Variety Department.
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BROWN, HILTON.

Producer and Schools News Commen-
tator. b. Elgin, Scotland, 31st March,
1890. Also known as a novelist and bio-
grapher. Address: c/o Imperial Bank
of India, 25, Old Broad Street, London.
E.C.2. In the Indian Civil Service,
1918-84. Began to broadcast his own
short stories in 1937. Joined B.B.C. staff
(Home Talks) as a producer, 1940, and
has been connected, as a producer of
short stories (The Wednesday Story),
readings of verse, the daily serial in the
Light Programme, and the Week in West-
minster. First speaker in the Schools
News Commentaries. Biographer of
Rudyard Kipling, and a “ Punch ” contri-
butor since 1912. Resigned B.B.C. 1946.

BROWN, IVOR.

Talks on Books, Plays, and General
Topics. b. Penang, 25th April, 1891.
Address: 20, Christchurch Hill, N.W.3.
Phone: Ham. 6817. Well known
dramatic critie, political writer, and
Editor of “ The Observer.”

BROWN, JACQUES.

Producer and Actor. b. Liverpool, 23rd
August, 1900. Known for creating
“ Nicholas Ridiculous ” in “ Danger, Men
at Work.” Address: 16, Knollys House,
Tavistock Place, London, W.C.1. Phone:
Euston 3197. Finished his education in
Portugal and learned the langufige.
Musician and actor, 1921-30. During the
war member of B.B.C. Variety Rep. Co.
In 1941 offered post as Variety Producer
or Portuguese Programme organiser—
chose the former. Has a natural flair
for foreign dialects. (Producer Gordon
Crier’'s comment: “ There are 52
Greeks in the year and Jacques
Brown’s played every one of them.””) Has
acted in films. Married Jayne Smith in
1940—one of the few people to change
her name from Smith to Brown. Recrea-
tions—since becoming a producer—
acting and travelling.

BROWN, MAURICE PENTON.

Feature Producer. b. Woodford Green,
Essex, 25th April, 1909. Known for sea-
going programmes and adaptations of
Kipling’s “ Just So Stories.” Address:
c¢/o B.B.C. Educated Stowe and Oxford.
First job at B.B.C. was chief of then
new gramophone department. After
some years moved to the Department of
Features and Drama as Musical Adviser.
Added programme writing and produc-
ing to his job Then became sea-going
feature writer—* We Sailed in Convoy,”
“Swept Channels,” ‘“East Coast
Escort,” ete. During naval service,
broadcast from personal experience and
wrote scripts as a naval officer, including
the Normandy invasion. Visited 20 coun-
tries during the war and broadcast about
most of them. Hobbies: Sailing small
ships long distances, beer, watching
cricket, music and talking about it.
Author of “ We Sailed in Convoy,” 1942.
Clubs: Various sailing and the Green
Room.

BROWN, MAY.

Radio Instructor in Physical Fitness.
b. Inverness, Scotland. Broadcaster ef
the “ Daily Dozen.” Address: Thornhill,
Cairnmuir Road, Edinburgh, 12. Phone:
Edinburgh 66616. Educated at George
Watson’s Ladies’ College, Edinburgh.
Took three years’ course in Physical
Education at Anstey College, Sutton
Coldfield, Birmingham. After teaching
in various schools was appointed
organiser to the Glasgow Keep Fit Move-
ment. Appointed Scottish Secretary to
the Central Council of Physical Recrea-
tion, 1945. Hobby: Golf.

BROWN, MELA.

Children’s Hour Plays. b. Colchester,
Essex, 31st December, 1924. Wrote
“The Swish of the Curtain’ series.
Address: 45, Smith Street, Chelsea,
S.W.3. Flaxman 8957. Began writing
and acting plays at school. At the
beginning of the war went to live in
Brecon, South Wales, where the book of
“The Swish of the Curtain” was
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written. With the proceeds of the book
went to the R.A.D.A., and on leaving
appeared (for one minute each perform-
ance, she says) in “ The Man Who Came
to Dinner.” Toured in E.N.S.A., did a
lot of rep. work. Wants to write another
radio play. Recent programmes were
“Mr. Hepthwaite Returns,” ‘ Maddy
Alene,” and ‘“To be a Ballerina.”
Changed her name from Pamela Brown
to avoid confusion.

BROWN, PHILIP WESTON.

Variety Producer, Compere, Actor,
and Composer. b. King’s Heath, Bir-
mingham, 9th March, 1895. Dance band
assistant to the Variety dept., 1936-39.
Address: 17, Wigmore Street, W.1.
Phone: Langham 4258. Produced con-
cert party and plays with other amateur
performers in Birmingham. Served in
France and Germany in first World War,
retired with the rank of captain, and
began the post-war period as piano sales-
man. Finally went into business on his
own account. Organised and employed
dance bands in connection with musical
instrument business and formed Philip
Brown’s Dominoes Band, which began
broadecasting in 1928, consistently heard
from Midland Regional for several years.

PHILIP W, BROWN

k

Bands becoming more attractive than
business, he disposed of the business and
devoted himself to bands. Had five in
constant work and conducted a twelve-
piece band himself for individual
engagements. In April, 1936, was offered
appointment as Dance Band Assistant
to the Variety Department in London,
which included programme building and
auditioning of bands for broadcasting.
During the war was posted to Evesham,
Weston and Bristol: Left the B.B.C. in
1944. Joined Jack Payne’s production
“Can I Do Yer Now, Sir?’’ written by
Ted Kavanagh and featuring most of the
“Itma” artists. In this he played a
leading part, that of a B.B.C. producer,
and managed the show during the tour.
In 1945 became registered as Agent and
Theatrical employer.

BROWNE, E. MARTIN.

Actor, Poetry Reader, ete. b. Zeals,
Wilts., 29th January, 1900. Was for six
vears Director of Religious Drama.
Address: 56, Portland Court, Great
Portland Street, W.1. Phone: Museum
0149. Educated at Eton and Christ
Church, Oxford. Guard’s Cadet Bat-
talion, 1918-19. Married Henzie Raeburn,
the actress, in 1924. Have two sons.
Produced all T. S. Eliot’s plays 1934-39,
also many other plays including the
summer festivals at Canterbury, Tewkes-
bury, etc. Director and founder of the
Pilgrim Players. Recent programmes
include “ The House by the Stable”
(play), “Book of Verse” and ‘ Arts
Chronicle ”’ (talk).

BROWNE, LAIDMAN.

Radio Actor. b. Newecastle-on-Tyne,
13th September, 1896. One of the best-

known members of the B.B.C.
Repertory Company. Address: 18,
Queens Crescent, Richmond, Surrey.
Phone: Richmond 4724. Served in

1914-18 war, first in the original Tank
Corps, then as a pilot in the R.A.F.
Was one of the founders of the Neweast'e
Repertory Company. First played in
London in 1929. Starred at the Strand
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LAIDMAN BROWNE

Theatre in ‘1066 and All That ” and in
many other West End plays. Has made
several films. Joined the B.B.C. Rep.
Company at the outbreak of war and is
now leading the Company. Has adapted
and written stories for the radio, the
latest being “ The Cask of Amontillado,”
by Edgar A. Poe. His hobby is writing,
and his ambition to write a good play
with a good part for himself. Used to
sing professionally but his last appear-
ance in this role was when in a feature
programme he sung ‘‘ Annie Laurie,”
as a drunken Scots Hussar who had had
his jaw shot off in the charge of the
Light Brigade! Speaks all unintelligible
dialects fluently, specialising naturally in
“ Geordie.” Always makes up when
playing heavy character parts for the
radio. Invented the * Marseilles Dock
Chatter ”—a cacophony of harsh native
voices which can be and has been used
to represent dock chatter at Rangoon,
Yokohama, Adelaide, and South Shields.
In his early days found it a handicap to

speak “ too good English ”” and so studied
carefully the slovenly speech of the
educated southerner, at times adopting
the fashionable  orf,” * crawss,” * lorst,”
ete., and then began to make progress
in the radio world. Is a first class
exponent of the famous Mummerset
dialect—a skeleton dialect which, with
the addition of certain operative vowel
sounds, will establish with certainty the
locale of any play between, he says,
Cornwall and Devon. Believes radio to
be the perfect lie-detector. Favourite
part: Always the one he is rehearsing.

BRUCE, EDGAR K.

Actor. Best known for character and
dialect parts. Address: 30, Melrose
Road, S.W.18. Has played in every type
of part from Shakespeare to musical
comedy. One of the leading character
actors in London, provinces and Empire.
First appeared in radio in 1933 in “ The
School for Scandal.” Recent programmes
—“Serapbook,” “ Just William,”
“ There’s No Future In It,” ‘ Saturday
Night Theatre’” and ‘ Musical Theatre
of the Air.” Televised in the first one-
act play as Bluebeard in “ The Truth
About Bluebeard,” and again in “ The
Magistrate” on the reopening of tele-
vision, 1946.

BRUCE, GEORGE.

Scriptwriter. b. Fraserburgh, Aber-
deenshire, 10th March, 1909. Known for -
school feature programmes. Address:
Benachie, Newton Park, Wormit, Dun-
dee. Experiences in his home town
provided the material for his feature
“ Buchan Fisherman,” and on which his
verse is based. Educated Aberdeen Uni-
versity, graduated M.A. with First Class
Honours in English Literature. Won
silver medal for verse speaking at Aber-
deen Music Festival. Is assistant
headmaster of the English Department,
High School of Dundee. Chief interest is
the writing of poetry, the practice of
which brought him to radio, believing
that he could make verse near enough to
prose not to be observed as * poetical ”
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yet striking and effective. His first
schools script was mainly in verse.
Recent programmes—* Scottish Heri-
tage,” “ William Wallace,” etc. Publica-
tions: ‘‘Sea Talk,” “The Legend of
Finella.”

BRUNSKILL, MURIEL.

Opera and Concert Singer. b. Kendal,
18th December, 1900. Has given recitals
and orchestral concerts all over the
world. Address: 25, Aberdare Gardens,
London, N.W.6. Phone: Maida Vale
1453. Born in the Lakeside District.
Educated Kendal High School. Studied
singing under Marchesi in London, also
in Paris and Lieder in Germany. Was
for five years principal contralto to
British National Operas. Sang in Aida
in Italian Season at Covent Garden. Has
given recitals and concerts in America,
Holland, Australia, and New Zealand.
Opera in Australia. First.broadcast with
the British National Opera Company
from Covent Garden, and was subse-
quently barred from the Promenade con-
certs by the late William Boosey, who
at that time was opposed to broadcasting
but later withdrew his objections. Broad-
cast the ‘“ Music Makers” for the
B.B.C.’s celebrations of Elgar’s 70th
birthday. Sang the part of the Angel in
“The Dream of Gerontius” in the last
concert to be given in the Queen’s Hall.

BRUXNER, MERVYN.

Talks on music. b. London, 1899.
County Music Organiser for Kent since
1942. Address: Brunswick House, Maid-
stone. Maidstone 2775.

BRYNING, JOHN.

Actor. b. 11th October, 1913. Best
known for work in B.B.C. Drama Reper-
tory. Address: 3, Craven Court, 29/31,
Craven Road, W.2. Phone: Paddington
1309. Educated Sloane School, Chelsea.
Went to the R.A.D.A. in 19383 where he
won the radio prize in 1935—after which
he did no broadcasting until 1941, With

JOHN BRYNING

the B.B.C. Drama Repertory Company,
May, 1941-42, and has been broadecasting
regularly since in plays and feature pro-
grammes. Has done considerable amount
of stage and screen work in London and
the provinces as actor and producer.
Married in 1939 Dulcie Baily, has one
son. Hobbies: Heraldry and book collect-
ing, and “ just mucking about in boats.”
Clubs: Tamesis and Green Room.

BUCHAN, DAVID.

Pianist. b. London, 22nd December,
1908. Known for his piano solos and
improvisations. Address: 32, Wychwood
Avenue, Canon’s Park, Edgware, Middle-
sex. Phone: Edgware 1896. First played
at the age of three, even then being able
to reproduce tunes he had heard. Started
lessons at five. Educated at Royal
National College, studying the piano
with Herbert Fryer and Percy Waller,
and composition with Stewart
McPherson. At 16 was awarded the
maximum marks at London Musical
Festival. Began playing in public at 16
and first broadcast as a solo pianist from
Marconi House, 1922. Recently estab-
lished an afternoon programme four days
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a week consisting of improvisations on
tunes asked for by listeners to the
“TFamily Favourites”  programmes.
Hobbies: Collecting gramophone
records, reading, walking and rowing.

BUCKMAN, SID.

Trumpeter and vocalist. b. Stratford,
London, 26th April, 1904. Has
broadecast regularly since 2 L.O. days
when he first went on the air with Billy
Cotton. Address: 26, Blairderry Road,
Streatham Hill, S.W.2. Phone: Tulse
Hill 1962. Started playing the cornet at
an early age in the boy’s band. Was
with Billy Cotton for five years, then
joined Roy Fox for seven. More recently
has been with the B.B.C. Dance Orches-
tra for seven years. In radio has
featured in Sandy Macpherson’s “T’ll
Play to You” series and has broadcast
his own programme, “ A Trumpet and
a Song.” His ambition is to have his
own act with trumpet and vocal accom-
panied by the Hammond Organ. Hobby:
Golf.

BUCKMASTER, MAURICE JAMES.

News commentator in French and
talks of current interest. b. Rugeley,
Staffs., 11th January, 1902. Address:
72, Pelham Court, London, S.W.3.
Phone: Kensington 0520. Educated
Eton. Travelled in Europe, bilingual in
French and English. Worked in com-
mercial banking and industry. Intelli-
gence Corps, 1939-45. Evacuated from
Dunkirk and was in the Dakar expedi-
tion. Organised parachute operations to
France of officers and materials. Started
in radio by devising a system of “per-
sonal messages” on B.B.C. to
communicate with British officers work-
ing clandestinely in Occupied France.
Recent programmes “ The World and His
Wife” and “As I See It.” O.B.E.,
Legion d’Honneur, Mentioned in Dis-
patches.

BUCKNELLE, BETTIE.

Soprano and dance band vocalist. b.
Croydon, 18th April, 1914. Well known
for work in “ Band Waggon.” Address:
14, Muswell Hill Road, N.6. Phone:
Tudor 1414. Trained as a ballet dancer,
but started stage career as singer in
“ Bitter Sweet.” Then went to Drury
Lane for ‘“Wild Violets,” and stayed
there many years before joining Henry
Hall. After 18 months went into ‘ Band
Waggon.” During the war in B.B.C.
Variety Repertory, and made two trips
to the Continent, one or them shortly
after D.-Day. Left in 1946 for Middle
East to entertain Forces. Hobbies:
Cooking and dressmaking.

BULLARD, DENYS CRADWELL.

Talks on agriculture and discussions
b. Elm, Wisbech, Cambs., 15th August,
1912. Address: Elm House, Elm, Wis-
bech, Cambs. Phone: Wisbech 21. Born
and bred " on a fenland farm. After
graduating at Cambridge, returned to
farming. Agricultural Adviser in Hunt-
ingdonshire throughout the war period.
Broadcast frequently on farming topics,
and weekly talks are rebroadcast in
Canada and the U.S.A. Recently heard
in “ This is My Farm” programme.

BULLETT, GERALD.

Short stories, book talks, literary dis-
cussions, and arranging anthology
programmes. b. London, 30th December,
1898. Address: Savile Club. Author of
novels (*‘ The Jury,” “Judgment in Sus-
pense,” ete.), poetry and works of
criticism. Served in 1914-18 war. Broad-
cast in 1926 the first short story ever put
over the air, and many others since.
Joined in 1940 the temporary wartime
staff of the B.B.C. (Overseas Section)
and after his resignation three years
later did much overseas broadcasting,
including a weekly series “ Life at
Home.” Married, one daughter, lives
in Sussex. Likes walking and idling,
but has little time for either.’ Detests
blood sports, motor cycles, and the noise
of unbridled wireless sets,
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BUNBURY, Sir HENRY NOEL.

Talks and discussions. b. Mitcham,
Surrey, 29th November, 1876. First con-
tact with radio was as a Post Office
official in the formation of the British
Broadcasting Company in 1922.
Address: Church House, Orford, Wood-
bridge, Suffolk. Phone: Orford 246.
Educated Merchant Taylors’ School,
and Oxford. Civil Servant. Served in
various departments. Travelled much in
Europe, Africa, and North America.
Writer on questions of government,
public administration, and economic
problems. - Trustee and member of Politi-
cal and Economic Planning. Member of
the Sykes Committee on Broadcasting,
1924. First broadcast in 1926. Has
broadcast frequently to the U.S. in
“ Answering You.” And to British
listeners in programmes such as ‘‘ Facts
and Figures,” “Your Questions
Answered,” ete.

BURBIDGE, DOUGLAS.

Drama and feature programmes. b.
Sheffield, 20th December, 1895. Is the
narrator of “ The Robinson Family.”
Address: 57, Heathceroft, N.W.11.
Phone: Speedwell 2241. Educated Rep-

DOUGLAS BURBRIDGE

ton. Served 1914-18 York and Lancaster
Regt., retiring as captain. First appeared
on the stage with Sir Frank Benson’s
company, eventually playing many parts,
Romeo, Orlando, Macduff, etc. In 1922
joined Old Vie Company, playing Hot-
spur, Brutus, Lancelot, etec. Subsequently
played under Basil Dean and Sir Nigel
Playfair, and with Dame Sybil Thorn-
dike in St. Joan, followed by many plays
in the West End, television, and record-
ing. Has broadcast consistently in plays
since 1927. Served as full time War
Reserve in Metropolitan Police during
the war and was invalided out in Novem-
ber, 1944. Since then has broadecast in
many plays and in “ Music Magazine ”
and as narrator in ‘“The Robinson
Family.” Hobby: Music.

BURGESS, HENRY CHARLES.

Assistant Conductor, Midland Light
Orchestra. b. Liverpool, 21st April, 1888.
“Songs for Everybody,” ‘ Elevenses”
and other popular music programmes.
Violinist, Variety Theatre, Manchester,
1905; Conductor, Will Stone’s Film Cir-
cuit, South Wales, 1908; Bandmaster,
2/5 Durham Light Infantry, 1915;
Music Director to Council, Corporation
of Weston-super-Mare, 1920-38; Music
Director to Malvern Urban District
Council, 1939-41; joined (B.B.C.) Mid-
land Light Orchestra as violinist, 1941;
appointed assistant conductor Midland
Light Orchestra, 1944. First connected
with radio in 1924 as conductor at
Weston-super-Mare. Has had experience
of many branches of the profession, con-
cert party, variety, films, opera, and
symphony work.

BURGESS, VIVIENNE.

Actress. b. Weston-super-Mare,
Somerset, 24th April, 1917. First
appeared in radio in 1938 in a Belfast,
N.I,, Regional programme. Address: 43,
Royal Avenue, Chelsea, S.W.3. Studied
dramatic art and stagecraft under Cuth-
bert-Hicks at Bristol, and von der Heyde
at Brighton. Was one of six children all
clamouring for some branch of artistic
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training. At the age of 16 taught the
piano in “ spare time ”’ to meet elocution
fees. Educated at Les Cotils Ladies’
College, Guernsey. Ran away at the age
of 19 to Ireland and joined a famous old
touring company. Returned to England
and repertory at Leeds, Sheffield and
Penge. Came to the West End in Firth
Shephard’s “ Sister Eileen.” Played in
“ Quiet Week-end,” and in 1946 con-
cluded a tour in “ So Brief the Spring.”
Worked on the land during the war.
Married to Ray Capel, Flt./Lt. R.A.F.,in
charge of entertainments, films and radio
at New Delhi during the war; one son.
Has a cottage in Kent.

BURNABY, JOHN.

Producer, pianist, composer. b. Lon-
don, 4th December, 1910. Best known
for ‘“ Soft Lights and Sweet Musie.”
Address: 8, Bathurst Mews, Padding-
ton, W.2. Phone: Paddington 5232. Son
of Davy Burnaby. Educated St. Paul’s
School. Studied at R.A.D.A. Played
Hibbert in ‘““ Journey’s End ”” on tour for
year and a half. Accompanied Eve Becke,
Elsie Carlisle, and Douglas Byng at the
piano. Joined forces with Croom John-
son on two pianos in ““ Soft Lights and
Sweet Music” in 1984. Joined B.B.C.
staff in 1935; R.A.F., 1940. Intelligence
Officer, Bomber Station, 1941-43. In the
latter year went to South Afriea for air
navigation training. Rejoined B.B.C.,
1946, and started ex-service show
“They’re Out” with Gordon Crier.
Clubs: Army and Navy, Green Room,
Temple Golf. Ambitions: To be able to
read full score like a- book, and to hit a
six at Lords. Resigned B.B.C. 1947.

BURNS, ROBERT.

Programmes and Administration. b.
London, 29th October, 1900. Director of
the B.B.C. Monitoring Service, 1941-45.
Address: 387, The White House, Albany
Street, N.W.1. Phone: Euston 1200, Ext.
387. Cadet R.A.F., 1918; Regular Army,
Middlesex Regt., 1919-22; Insurance
business in the City, 1922-32; B.B.C.
Studio Manager, Executive of Drama
Studios, Music and Television in turn,
1932-46. Now with Butlin’s, Ltd.
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BURROUGHS, GWEN DAY.

Actress. b. Melbourne, Victoria, Aus-
tralia. Best known for her American
roles; first broadcast from N.B.C. New
York, 1935. Address: 705, Collingwood
House, Dolphin Square, S.W.1. Phone:
Victoria 3800, Ext. Collingwood 705.
Began stage career with J. C. William-
son, Ltd., Australia, playing leading roles
and supporting such artists as Marie
Tempest and Joseph Coyne. Stage work
in America for nine years, playing on
Broadway in many shows. Returned to
London in 1936, and appeared with
Gladys Cooper in “ Dodsworth.” Worked
in Civil Defence during the war. Has
made radio her special work since 1941.

Recent programmes: “ Scrapbook,”
“Happy Families,” ‘“John Brown's
Body” and “ Salute to all Fools.”

Becreation: Sea travel. Hobby: Read-
ing.

BURROWS, BUNNY.

Vocalist. b. Manchester, 9th Novem-
ber, 1919. Has frequently sung in Henry
Hall’s Guest Night programmes and
similar programmes. Address: 36, Ken-
sington  Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy,
Manchester. Started singing for a small
Manchester band when 16 years old.
Turned down for the Navy and took up
singing professionally. Was discovered
by Betty Driver, who arranged for her
to have an audition with Henry Hall,
with whose band she sang until 1944.
Travelled on the Continent with Billy
Ternent’s Band, entertaining the troops.
After a resident job at the Palais-de-
Danse, Bury, she rejoined Henry Hall
permanently.

BURTON, HARRY McGUIRE
(PHILIP).

Scriptwriter, talks. b. Chelsea, 22nd
June, 1898. First broadcast was a talk on
Matthew Arnold. Address: 35, Bromp-
ton Road, London, S.W.3. Educated
L.C.C. Elementary School, Latymer
Upper School, Hammersmith, and Cam-
bridge University (First class degree in
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English). Has been schoolmaster, bank-
clerk, soldier, journalist, administrater,
lecturer. Author of “ English Writers
Through the Ages ” and “ The Education
of the Countryman,” and has contributed
to many periodicals. He collaborated
with Joyce Grenfell in the radio series
“ Plain English” for the Forces Educa-
tion programmes. Has also broadcast
to schools and broadcast such pro-
grammes as ‘“ Books to Read ” and “ An
Outline of H. G. Wells,” ete. Is married
and has three sons. Recreations: Music,
theatre, cycling, travel.

BURTWELL, FREDERICK.

Drama and Variety Actor. b. London.
Best known for his comedy work.
Address: 11, Lyndale Avenue, Hamp-
stead, N.W.2. Phone: Hampstead 0472.
Started in radio in 1925 in “ The Wan-
dering Jew ” and has since appeared in
most branches of radio and television.
Programmes include *“ Cropper’s Con-
science,” ‘“ The Butler,” “ Toytown ” and

“ Monday Night at Eight,” and recently
" in  “ Musical Theatre of the Air,”
“When We Are Married ” and ““ Arabian
Nightmares.”” Also appeared in stage
and film plays. Toured India and Far
East with Repertory Co. Hobbies: Sail-
ing, riding, golf. Clubs: Green Room,
Little Ship, Stage Golfing Society and
Savage.

BUTCHER (EDWARD), ERNEST.

Singer and Actor. b. Cliviger, nr.
Burnley, 7th April, 1886. In “The
Robinson Family ” for over five years.
Address: 111, Muswell Avenue, Musweli
Hill, N.10. Phone: Tudor 5127. Edu-
cated Kirkham Grammar  School.
Apprenticed to electrical engineering
but left to join his father’s auctioneering
and estate agent business. Went to
R.A.M., London, where he won prizes
and awards. Sang in Covent Garden
opera concerts, etc.,, and ran own com-
panies of concert parties. Joined Muriel
George in music hall act. Sang at Royal
Command performance at Hippodrome,

1922. First broadcast from Albert Hall
in 1925, and is still broadecasting. First
artist to be given permission by Kipling
to broadcast his words over the air.
Acted in plays and films.

BUTLER, ANTONIA.

Cellist. b. London. Best known for
concert work and solo recitals, and reci-
tals and chamber music on the air.
Address: 21b, Hornton Street, London,
W.8. Phone: Western 3300. Studied at
the Leipzig Konservatarium and in Paris
at the Ecole Normale de Musique. Gave
her first recital in Paris in 1928, and two
in London the following year. Has
appeared as soloist in most of the main
cities in Britain, and has also played in
continental countries. Is a member of the
Kamaran Piano Trio with Kathleen
Markwell and Majorie Hayward, and has
broadcast all the major works of ’cello
and piano sonata repertoire with Kath-
leen Markwell. In 1941 married the
pianist Norman Greenwood.

BUTLER, PAT.

Announcer. b. Hatfield, Herts.,, 3ist
January, 1912. Senior news reader in
Overseas and General Forces pro-
grammes 1943-45. Address: c¢/o B.B.C.
Joined B.B.C. as announcer in the
Empire Programme on coming down
from Cambrige in 1935. Senior
announcer, etc., on overseas programmes
in 1943. Transferred to Light Pro-
gramme at its inception in 1945 and
specialised in announcing musical pro-
grammes such as “ Ring up the Curtain ”’
and “ Music for the Fireside.” Recently
appointed Senior Announcer of the Third
Programme. Married, two sons.
Hobbies: Motoring, gardening, collect-
ing gramophone records. Appointed
Announcer Third Programme, 1946.

BYAM-SHAW, GLEN.

Actor and Drama Director. b. London,
13th December, 1904. In radio since
Savoy Hill days. Address: 4, Holmbush
Road, London, S.W.5. Phone: Putney
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7325.  Educated Westminster School.
Rowed in School Eight two years at
Henley. Went on the stage at 18, and
was at the Oxford Playhouse for two
years with J. B. Fagan’s Repertory Com-
pany. Went to the U.S.A. Married
Angela Baddeley and went to South
Africa with her and the company.
Played in various plays in London, did
a film and some broadcasting. Started
directing (Richard II for the O.U.D.S.
with John Gielgud). Went to the U.S.
to direct, and to Denmark to play
“Horatio” in “Hamlet” with Gielgud.
Joined the Royal Scots, served in India,
Burma and was wounded. Then went to
Tactical Training Centre, Indian Com-
mand, and made training films. After
discharge from the army, did various
broadcasts and play directing. Recent
programmes included ‘The Moon and
Sixpence ” and “ The Count of Monte
Cristo.” Has one son and daughter.

BYRNE, PHILIP.

Tenor. b. Cleator Moor, Cumberland.
Singer of classical ballads and lieder.
Address: 51, South Road, Lancaster,
Lanes. First appearance was as a boy
soprano at the age of ten. Later received
his musical education from Andrea

PHILIP BYRNE

Merle. His singing of Italian songs as
well as Irish ballads soon attracted atten-
tion. Before he was called up in 1939-45
he made many appearances in the north-
west as the tenor duettist to Kathleen
Ferrier’s contralto, and in more recent
years he has given recitals in more than
twenty counties in the British Isles.
Sympathies run to lieder, the Italian
masters, the ballad, and Irish songs.
Sings in seven languages, and has broad-
cast in English, Italian, Spanish, and
German. First broadcast in 1937 from
Newcastle studios, and recently “T’ll
Play to You,” “ Music for Reflection”
and a Ballad Concert. He is a fervent
advocate of the use of the Gaelic
language—he comes from a well known
Irish family—and supports any Pan-
Celtic organisation. Hobby: Orthnitho-

logy.

CALDER-MARSHALL, ARTHUR

Book, film and travel talks. b. London,
19th August, 1908. Address: c/o
Jonathan Cape, 30, Bedford Square,
W.C.1. Educated St. Paul’s School,
Hertford College, Oxford. Schoolmaster
1931-33. Novels include “Two of a
Kind,” “ About Levy,” “ At Sea,” “ Dead
Centre,” “Pie in the Sky,” “The Way
to Santiago.” Author of many short
stories and non-fictional works. Has
written films and contributed to many
journals and reviews. Has travelled
widely. Ambition: to write a novel
which he will not be ashamed to read ten
years later.

CALVERT, EDDIE.

Dance Band Musican. b. Preston,
Lanes., 15th March, 1922. Leader of
Geraldo’s Rumba Band and featured as
a trumpet soloist. Address: 19, Downs
Court, Hackney, London, E.8. Phone:
Amherst 2802. As a child of 9 began to
learn the cornet and made first solo
appearance at the age of 11 with a local
brass band. Until the war played with
local Brass, Military and Dance Bands.
Served three years’ active service with
Royal Artillery, being honourably
discharged on medical grounds and
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joining Billy Ternent in April, 1943. In
December, 1945, joined Geraldo’s Orches-
tra and went to Germany playing troop
concerts. Married to Josephine Gilbert
in 1944. Hobbies: Golf and cars.

CALVERT, PHYLLIS.

Actress. b. Chelsea, 18th February,
1917. Addresses: Hambutts House,
Painswick, Glos.; 105, Cranmer Court,
5.W.3. Phones: Painswick 3230; Ken.
3271, Trained as a dancer at the Mar-
garet Morris School. Musical comedy
repertory with the Malvern Company for
three years, Coventry Rep. one year, and
York Rep. one year. First London
appearance in “ A Woman’s Privilege,’
1939. Started in films the same year in
“ They Came by Night.” Signed 7-year
contract with Gainsborough Pictures
1940. Appeared in “ The Young Mr.
Pitt,” ¢ The Man in Grey,” “ Fanny by
CGaslight,” ‘“Madonna of the Seven
Moons,” “The Root of all Evil,” etec.
Married Peter Murray Hill in 1941, one
daughter. First connected with radio in
1940 in “ Lucy Arnold.”

CAMACHO, JORGE (GEORGE) ABEL.

Programme Organiser. b. Boulogne-
sur-Mer, France, 4th June, 1908. Waell-
known commentator in the Latin Ameri-
can Service. Address: 12, Hillcrest
Avenue, Edgware, Middlesex. Phone:
Edgware 3392. Educated France and
England. For nine years was a Mid-
lands manufacturer’s representative. One
yvear Spanish announcer for the B.B.C.,
and seven and a half years’ Latin
American programme organiser and
deputy director of the service. Recently
completed five months’ tour of Latin
America for the B.B.C. During the war
did 370 commentaries, and several talks
in the Home and Overseas programmes.
Is of British nationality, married and
has two sons. Club: Savile.

CAMBER, LEN.

Dance-band vocalist. b. Glasgow, 31st
August, 1917. Well-known as singer
with the Geraldo band 1940-45. Address:

310, White House, Albany Street, N.W.1.
Phone: Eus. 1200. Studied to be a
doctor for three years after leaving
school but had to quit owing to ill health.
Then went into business until he joined
Geraldo in October, 1940. While at
Glasgow University formed a vocal trio
which gained a local name and broadcast
many times from Glasgow. From
October, 1940, sang as featured vocalist
with Geraldo and up till 1945 did more
than 2,500 broadcasts. During the war
did many trips overseas, playing the
whole Mediterranean area, Paiforce and
the European continent. Since October,
1945, has been topping the bills at Music
Halls all over the country with his own
solo act. Records now solely with
Columbia. The only thing, he says,
which will salvage radio in this country
is for it to be commercialised. Unknown
actors, script-writers, singers and others
who now find the B.B.C. a closed shop
would then have a chance to prove their
worth. Hobbies: Ice-skating, golf,
swimming, and answering fan-mail which
pours in at the rate of 200 a week. His
big ambition is to appear in films. The
big highlight in his career was when he
had a long talk with the Queen about
their native country after a Command
performance.

CAMERON, AUDREY.

Variety Producer and Actress. b.
London, 8h February, 1905. Specialises
in playing crying baby, small boy and
dialect parts and in producing radio
“ Who-dun-its.” Address: Wood End,
Beechwood Avenue, Weybridge, Surrey.
Phone: Walton-on-Thames 2420. Made
«irst appearance on stage at age of 6
months. Educated at various English
schools and at Pensionnat St. Joseph,
Compiegne, France. Started real stage
career at the age of nine as a protege of
the late Dame Ellen Terry with whom
she appeared many times as a child.
Went to the U.S.A. at the age of 16 to
play Jill in John Galsworthy’s “ The Skin
Game " and steyed there for three years.
Returned to England and many good
stage parts as well as several films.
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Achieved great success as Violet in
“Nine Till Six” with which play she
returned to the States, playing her
original part and stage managing the
play—thus becoming the first woman
stage manager known in New York.
Again returned to England and after
further establishing her stage reputation
became Audrey of North Regional
Children’s Hour. This was followed by
a spell with the B.B.C. Repertory Com-
pany. Recently produced ‘ Armchair
Detective,” “ Call Yourself a Detective,”
“Here’s Wishing You Well Again.”
These followed the popular “ £250 Red
Cross Contest” which she pro