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CFRB

DEDICATION

We are proud of our ten years of con-
tinuous broadcasting service in bringing
to you the finest programmes that Radio
affords. e have chosen to direct
CFRB along the lines of friendship
and service, and vyour hundreds of
thousands of letters expressing your
satisfaction confirm our faith and
strengthen our purpose. This book of
pictures and stories has been prepared
to bring you yet closer to the friendly
realm of radio, and so, we dedicate

_ this, our Tenth Anniversary Year Book,
to you, our listening audience.

10tH ANNIVERSARY

YEAR BOOK
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The Story of the
Rogers Radio Station CFRB

EEP in the heart of Muskoka a boy sat be-

fore a home-made wireless receiver. He
leaned forward tensely, scarcely believing the
code messages which struck upon the dia-
phragms of his head-phones like the drums of
doom . . . “Imperial Germany Army swings
across Belgian frontier.” . . . “French gov-
ernment orders general mobilization.” . .

»”

“Britain sends ultimatum to Germany.

It was the summer of 1914. Surrounded by
the peace of the Canadian lakes, the young
wireless enthusiast seemed as remote from the
fevers of war-crazed Europe as anyone could
be. And vet, through the new miracle of radio,
he was already proving that in our time the
world was to become a parish in which the for-
tunes of one were the fortunes of all. The boy
was E. S. (“Ted”) Rogers, and in the years fol-
lowing the war, to whose beginnings he listen-
ed that day, his electrical genius was to develop
the world’s first batteryless receiving set. Yet
nothing was further from his thoughts that
day than that within two decades he would own
one of the finest broadcasting units in North
America. It is a far ery from Marconi’s first
stuttering sparks to the powerful broadcast-
transmitter of today by which the power of
the individual human voice is extended to all
parts of the world. The story of radio is a story
of engineering skill operated for the benefit of
mankind. And, in the recounting of it, the
name of the young Canadian, Ted Rogers,
stands high.

The scene changes to a cold winter evening
at the beginning of the year 1927. A new voice
flashes across the midnight air . . . . “Nine-
R.B.—testing. . . Nine-R.B.—testing . . .”
Then, silence. Something unknown had pierced
the stillness of the night. It had reached parts
of Canada and the United States never before
reached by a Canadian broadcast signal. News-
papers all over the country were swamped with
demands to know: “Who is Nine-R.B.?” No
one seemed to have the answer. Then the news
leaked out, as news will, that a new radio sta-
tion would take the ether, to be known as “The
Rogers Batteryless Station, CFRB, in Toron-
to.”

On the night of February 19, 1927, CFRB
went on the air for the first time under its of-
ficial call letters, with one of the most brilliant
and diversified programs to be heard over any
Canadian station up to that time. Many of its
initial artists are today internationally fa-
mous. In its first two years the station over-
came many obstacles, such as the continual
changing of wave-lengths due to the bad heter-
odyning of American stations. But, despite all
drawbacks, CFRB made rapid advancement.

From the first studio in Ryans’ Art Gallery,
on Jarvis Street, the station moved to its new
and modern quarters at 37 Bloor Street West,
Toronto, in April, 1929. The two original trans-
mitter poles at Aurora, Ontario—twenty-four
miles from the Bloor Street studios—were re-
placed in 1934 by two huge steel standards,
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E. S. ROGERS

President

Rogers Radio Broadcasting Co.
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each three hundred feet high and standing six
hundred feet apart. CFRB’s transmitter,
standing upon the height of land between Lake
Ontario and Georgian Bay, 1,050 feet above
sea-level, boasts one of the finest locations of
any broadcast transmitter on the continent.
With an output of 10,000 watts on the broad-
cast band and 1009 modulation, this station
is known as having a greater coverage than
any other station in Canada. Today the re-
cently remodelled transmitter at Aurora is
equipped to send an even stronger signal, and
it is hoped that the listening public will soon
be permitted to enjoy the benefit of this latest
example of Rogers engineering initiative.

Today the station is known as “The Rogers
Radio Station, CFRB, in Toronto.” The elim-
ination of the word “batteryless” offers strik-
ing indication of the extent to which Ted
Rogers’ invention of the batteryless receiving
set has passed into common use. “A.C.” opera-
tion of radio receiving sets is now common-
place; and, further, the “A.C.” speech-input
equipment of the original Rogers broadcasting
studios, one of the pioneers of its type, has
since been adopted in principle by the broad-
casting stations of the world.

It was on April 21, 1929, that CFRB first
joined the Columbia Broadcasting System. Its
affiliation with this major network has, since
that date, made it possible for the Rogers
Radio Station to augment its own programs
and those of the Canadian hook-up of which it
has from time to time formed a part, with mu-
sical, dramatic and educational features from
various parts of the United States. This af-
filiation has also, on numerous memorable oc-
casions made it possible for the station’s listen-
ing audience to participate in public events of
world-wide importance. CFRB has in no sense
lagged behind in the march of radio as a factor
in international communication and under-
standing.

CFRB MAIN CONTROL ROOM

Technical Staff (left to right), Bill Baker, Allan
Fraser, Jack O’Donnell, Jack Sharpe, Emerson
Stewart, George Lovatt and Maurice Johnson.

Three years ago the control-room of CFRB
was entirely destroyed by flames when a dis-
astrous fire broke out in the early hours of the
morning. In a short time the work of many
vears’ experimentation and research which
had built up the station’s technical input equip-
ment was completely undone. Yet that morn-
ing, when the moment arrived for the station
to go on the air, CFRB’s familiar signal was
heard in thousands of homes, just as if noth-
ing had happened. No one will ever fully rea-
lize by dint of what heroic labours on the part
of the control engineers this miracle was ac-
complished. Working like men possessed, with
the splendid assistance of the men of the Bell
Telephone Company and Hydro Electric Com-
mission, these engineers completed a tempor-
ary panel and had it in full working order a few
short hours after the flames were extinguish-
ed.

Today CFRB possesses a new and up-to-date
panel, equal to the finest used by the key sta-
tions of the great networks. It is a worthy
adjunct to the transmitting equipment which
relays its signals. Two men stand out as re-
sponsible for day-to-day operation and con-
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HARRY SEDGWICK

Managing-Director of the Rogers Radio

Broadcasting Co.
CFRB
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stant improvement of CFRB throughout its
more than ten years of service. These men are
E. J. Bowers, the transmitter chief, and John
Sharpe, the head control man and studio en-
gineer. Both are radio veterans and both have
been with CFRB from the very beginning in
their respective capacities. Ed. Bowers was,
indeed, not only one of the first broadcast
operators, but also the first radio announcer
in Canada in the days when a radio engineer
had to be a jack-of-all-trades. The many im-
provements in broadcasting apparatus which
he and Jack Sharpe have contributed to radio
would make a formidable list. But these men,
like true engineers, are not interested in tales
of past exploits so much as in future progress.

Two new units have recently been added to
increase the scope of CFRB. One is a complete
recording unit, by which program transerip-
tions may be cut in the very broadcast studios
" themselves. The possibilities of this field in
commercial radio are only beginning to be ex-
plored, although great strides have been made
within the past twelve months. By means of
this equipment it is possible, also, to preserve
for posterity the broadeasts of historic events
so that in future years all may relive the great
moments of the past.

The other unit which has only lately made
its bow is “The Rogers Short-Wave Station,
CFRX, in Toronto.” This new voice of the air-
waves made itself heard for the first time at
7.30 o’clock on the morning of February 11th,
1937. Already its signals have been heard in
all parts of Canada from Atlantic to Pacific
and from the Great Lakes to Hudson Bay.
Reports of reception have also been heard
from England and many distant parts of the
United States, as well as the West Indies.
CFRX re-transmits the programs of CFRB
thus opening up a new outlet of immeasurable
possibilities.

The growth of the radio industry over the

past sixteen years, since broadcasting began,
has been one of the most amazing develop-
ments in the industrial history of North Am-
erica. Today, close to a quarter of a million
people draw their support directly from radio.
Over twenty million homes on this continent
possess radio receiving sets. Three out of
every four Canadian and American ships at
sea have the protection of radio. The inter-
national circuits of the American networks
link Canada and the States with forty-seven
countries of the world.

The destiny of CFRB has been guided for
the past five years by its present managing
director, Harrv Sedgwick. Mr. Sedgwick’s
early training and his vast business and per-
sonal contacts have endowed him with a lively
insight into the needs of both producer and
consumer. This, combined with his executive
ability and his happy faculty of inspiring en-
thusiasm in his staff, has succeeded in making
CFRB the outstanding radio station in Canada
from the standpoint of both the advertiser and
the listening public.

In the vear of its tenth anniversary we be-
lieve that CFRB may look upon the past with
pride and upon the future with confidence.

CFRB RECORDING DEPARTMENT

George Lovatt, left, recording engineer, and Jack
Sharpe, chief engineer.
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—above

LLOYD MOORE,
Commercial Manager.

—right above

JOHN SHARPE,
Studio Engineer.

—right

EDWARD BOWERS,
Transmitter Engineer.
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HENRY PARKER

Henry W. Parker, has been the Chief Engineer in charge of design and
maintenance of the various transmitters which have been used by Station
CFRB. His engineering skill has been directly responsible for perfecting the
transmitting equipment at Aurora, where now two huge steel standards
rise high into the air, above the station, where work the transmitting
engineers and the creative mind of Mr. Parker.

After his graduation from high school, Henry Parker attended Colum-
bia University in New York City, and took the first Radio Engineering
Course established on this continent, under the brilliant direction of Dr.
Alfred N. Goldsmith, who began this school of training at the college in 1915.

Mr. Parker was engaged at the Research Laboratory of the General
Electric Company, Schenectady, New York, for six years on radio tube and
circuit design problems. In 1929 he came to Canada and joined the staff of
the Rogers Radio Tubes Ltd.

FROM COAST TO COAST, IT’S “B-U-L-O-V-A WATCH TIME”
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MUSICAL STARS

RUBY RAMSAY ROUSE
Staff Pianist and Organist

JOHN DUNCAN
outstanding harpist heard frequently on CFRB

DONALD HEINS

directs his orchestra each Wednesday night LOU SNIDER and MURRAY ROSS
for the Blue Mountain Mill. popular two piano team.
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CAMERA GLIMPSES
AROUND CFRB
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