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Two ways to Banish Bugs!

Sure two-way relief from all
household insect pests

1. Knock 'em out with Chevron Fly Spray

Powerful DDT, added to its 100% .-
active ingredients give it the highest ¢
rated killing power, according to U.S.
Government standards. That means

sure death ‘to flies, mosquitoes, ants,

fleas, bedbugs and silverfish.

2. Keep 'em out with Chevron Surface Spray

Brushed or sprayed on door and
window sills, into cracks and along
baseboards, it waits for insects, kills
’em when they come. Leaves an in-
visible coating that lasts for months.
Easy to use, non-injurious, when used
as directed.

Gets 'em Gets 'em

in the air! ~~ when they light!
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Che Ear Jnspires
Che Pen

M. L. Dailey, 1026 Florida Street, Los An-
geles 14, Calif.

Sirs: In these days of flying
saucers and eviction notices, I find
-myself troubled by a matter of rela-
tively minor significance—~can we
expect Frank Sinatra back on the
“Hit Parade” in- the fall or not? In
your July 13th issue, you reported
that Dick Haymes would be guest
host for the summer “until Frank
Sinatra takes over in the fall” How-
ever, the program announcer informs
us that Haymes is merely subbing
for Russell while the latter takes a
vacation. What gives? The “Hit
Parade” chore is not the choicest
spot, but Frankie on the “Hit Parade”
is better than no Frankie at all.

Offictal NBC press releases advise us
that Frank Sinatra takes over “Hit Pa-
rade’’ on September 13, with a new
musical cast including the Pied Pipers
and Alex Stordahl's orchestra. Doris
Day will be femme vocalist,

*

Mrs. Henry Kiel, Los Angeles 5, Calif.

Sirs: I am elghty-five years old,
and have been an enthusiastic radio
fan since the days of the crystal set.
I thought Uncle John reading the
news, and Elvia Allman and her

. “dramatic readings” were unexcelled.

My favorite program now is Haven
MacQuarrie's intriguing word game,
“Noah Webster Says.” If this show
left the air for the summer, I'd scuttle
my radio! Professor Charles Lindsley
is as fine on the program as he was
twenty years ago on KHJ. In all my
four - score - and - five years I have
never enjoyed anything like “Noah
Webster Says.” What a blessing radio
is, to bring us such worthwhile pro-
grams. We are fortunate indeed.

Then don’t miss the Lindsley story,
Page 37 of this issue.

*

Melvin J. Culler, 835 Chester Place, Long
Beach 3, Calif.

Sirs: We listen to “Ladies Be Seat-
ed” with Johnny Olsen every day,
originating in Chicago. Could there
be any chance of a story? I am
curious about “Bumby,” who an-
nounces the person sitting in the
“Hot” seat—Iis he a dummy or a real
person? I’d also like to see pictures
of the gang, Don Ward, Aunt
Jemima, etc. Will the program ever
be broadcast from Hollywood, so we
could attend one of their broadcasts?

Could you print a picture of
Thomas Cassidy, who conducts the
evening concert over KFAC each eve-
ning from 8 to 10 p.m.?

No rumors flying as to a “‘Ladies Be
Seated’” coast move, but we have checked
ABC regarding a long-’distance story,
with pictures. "Bumby” is still an in-
cognito character. Thomas Cassidy was
in our July 13 issue.
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E. Peters, 505 South 3rd Street, Alhambra,
Calif,

Sirs: I enjoy Radio Life and always
read the letters first. In the June
15th issue, I was very much interest-
ed in all the Fathers, but couldn’t
you have found a better picture for
the cover? That was quite a mix-up
regarding Steve Allen and Wendell
Noble, and the supposed explanation
in June 29th’s issue only made it
worse. I am sorry, but I cannot en-
joy "Bride and Groom.” I always
thought marriage was sacred, and for
Mr. Nelson to ask the brides day
after day when the boys first tried
to kiss them—well, I think that’s not
right. Enjoyed Binnie Barnes and
her husband, until their time was
changed. Now I don’t see it listed at
2]l

We were surprised lo receive pyour
criticism of Johnny Nelson and of the
pleture _of him and his twins on our
June 15th cover, since so many readers
were overjoyed with il. Bilnnle Barnes
and her husband, Mike Frankovich, are
heard at the same time, (8:30 a.m.)
but on a new station, KLAC . . . item
in our Precas! column of July 13.

*

Nora Ryan, Route 4, Box 402, Rlverside,
Calif.

Sirs: I live on a ranch, and natural-
ly look to the radio for entertain-
ment. And of all programs, my choice
is the Alice Faye.Phil Harris time.
The comedy is fine and clean—full of
good wholesome laughs. Also the
fine, soothing singing voice of Miss
Faye just can't be beat. Then there
is Phil, and can that lad put a song
over! The whole cast is very fine,
and here’s hoping they go on and on:

Mrs, Mabel Guyette, 1309 Bates Avenue,

Los Angeles 27, Calif.

Sirs: Radio Life is the only maga-
zine I read, and I love every inch of
it. Verne Smith sure looks a lot like
Tom Dewey . . . am I right?

You may have something there . . .

though we imagine Verne's height could
give 8r. Dewey a bit of growing to do.

—

dolis
~._ The Pacific Coast

= '
/e roow AL |
\\&

) "T' Leogue Ball Gomes - '\~>\/_<
Of The R ) w) —
i 10§ ANGELES i/~
e CANGES RSN

HOLLYWOOD
- usrARslr
Ovir

370

KLAC..52..

Nightly: Tuesday Thru Friday
Weekends: Afternoons

Sponsored As
A Public Service

ITS THE 5X6E OF

SREME,

FINE BEERS SINCE 1860

Roomsan Bistoihuling Company

495 ANGiI®S 11

N

Edward M. Lally, Apt. 206, 124 Woest
22nd, Los Angeles 7, Calif.

Sirs: Especially enjoyed your ar-
ticle on Miss Langford, which ap-
peared a few months back, and at
this late date I am writing to give
you information concerning her Of-
ficial Fan Club.

I should greatly appreciate your
mentioning the club in a future
issue of Radio Life, so that any
Frances Langford fans who might
wish additional information on mem-
bership, etc., could write for further
details.

*

Barbara Bond, 1502 Cartagena Street, Long
Beach 7, Calif.

Sirs: How long has Ed East been
on “Meet the Missus”? I enjoy your
“Radio’s Mythical Cities” very much,
and would like to know if you're go-
ing to continue them.

I agree with W. P. Shepherd of
Altadena that there should be a list
of names and addresses of radio pro-
gram sponsors.

I like “What Do You Say” very
much. Wish there were more room
for “The Ear Inspires the Pen.”

Ed East has been Meet the Mlssus”
emcee for about three months. His story
will be in Radto Life September 7. An-
other ""Mythical Cities’’ map is tn this
issue, page 8. We haune added your spon-
sor-list request to Mr. Shepherd'’s.

*

Gertrude Goodwin, 5529Vs Harold Way,
Hollywood 28, Calif.

Sirs: Would it be possible to have
some information and pictures of the
people on Bullock’s “Favorite Story,”
particularly the producers? The pro-
gram Is very entertaining, and we're
interested in the folks in the back-
ground. Thank you, and may I add
how much I enjoy Radio Life.

Lawrence and Lee are “Favorite

Story’ producers, Casting is from top

radio and motion piclure talent. The

program, .incidentally, is ont taking
summer hiatus at present anJl will « be
back on the alr tn the fall, at which

time we will endeavor to give you a

more complete article. Yon might watch

for a Lurene Tullle Spirlure lagout. shot
during a “Favorite Story” program and
scheduled to appear soon.

(Please Turn lo Nex! Page)
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FOR YOUR SUNDAY LISTENING
PLEASURE, THERE'S A SOLID
HOUR ON KFI, BETWEEN 6 AND
7 P.M., THAT YOU SHOULD SET
ASIDE TO RELAX AND ENJOY
“TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT" AND
“THE BIG BREAK”.

\
Phil Baker

Familiar to millions of listeners as
the quizmaster with the $64 question
is PHIL BAKER. Each Sunday night
at 6 he gives you a chance to see if
you can outguess the contestants
when “Take It or Leave It” is heard
via NBC-KFTI.

Eddic Dowling

The famous Broadway showman, ED-
DIE DOWLING, introduces listeners
to his latest discoveries in the enter-
tainment world each Sunday night at
6:30 when “The Big Break” airs via
NBC-KFI.

THAT'S KFI—DIAL &40

—Advertisement
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Che Ear Juspires the Pen

(Continued from Preceding Page)
Lou Morse, 561 Gienaaie Boulevard, Los
Angeles 26, Calif,

Sirs: I could write volumes in ap-
preciation, hut will pause just long
enough to say that in recent issues,
the letter you published which
brought the most resounding re-
sponse in our experience was the
one which spoke of how music blasts
forth molto-fortissimo without warn-
ing, even on smooth-volume pro-
grams. Due to this oversight on the
part of radio producers, we are com-
pelled to forego a number of our
favorite programs during the sum-
mer months, because the other units
in our court are so near.

*

Joan Sciber, Inglewood, Calif.

Sirs: So much has been said about
programs which have a harmful in-
fluence on children that 1 would
like to call attention to a broadcast
that has been of great benefit to me.
I am in the eighth grade at school,
and since I became a ‘‘Noah Webster
Says” fan, my teacher has highly
complimented me on my ability to
define words the other students fail
on. This program is not only educa-
tional, but I find it great fun. I rec-
ommend ‘“Noah Webster Says” to
listeners of any age, as it is such an
outstanding radio show.

*

Mrs. Jean ©O. Borden, 2728 West b54th

Street, Los Angeles 43, Calif.

Sirs: How grand that we have
Nelson Eddy this summer on “Kraft
Music Hall.” Wish he were on all
yvear—he is my favorite singer. Also
I can’t see how people call Tom
Breneman sarcastic, especially it
they have visited his program. He
makes me happy.

I have written “One Man’s Family”
wishing they could make a tran-
scription for us church-goers. Carle-
ton E. Morse answered me, said he
sent my letter on to the sponsor.

*

Esther Orum, 11929 VYenice Boulevard, Los

Angeles 34, Calif.

Sirs: Radio Life is a grand maga-
zine. Would you please have pictures
of Tex Beneke and a write-up about
his “Supper Club” show and cast?

We’ll see about scheduling a Tex
Beneke ‘‘Men of Music” story, and
thanks for your request.

*

William Rogers, Box 748, Glendale, Calif.

Sirs: What's happened to the con-
cert programs? Have they forgotten
Beethoven, Mozart and Bach, or are
Gershwin and his contemporaries all
they know how to play? It seems that
our last link to great music is the
Gas Company’s “Evening Concert,” 8
to 10 p.m, KFAC.

Page Four

Marlene Epstein, 113 Sunset Avenve, Yen-
ice, Calif,

Sirs: I would like to ask a favor of
you. Could you please print a picture,
if not a story, of Maurice Hart and
his “sexatary” Charlotte Davis? I

hear them each morning, and would
like to know what they look like.

If you haven’t had a story on

let and Charlotte

Maurl Cliffer's “Teen and Twenty
Time” why don’t you? The majority

of teen-agers listen to him, and
would enjoy a story.
Thanks an awful lot for the

charming story on Janet Waldo. I
have interviewed her for our school
paper, and she is very nice. Thanks
for reading my letter.

Here’'s the Maurice Hart-Charlolle
Davis picture to suffice temporarily. In
additlon, Radio Life is formatting a
story on the show for a future lssue.

We've already covered Cliffer. Maybe

again.
*

Bob Tillman, Box 181, Carlsbad, Calif,

Sirs: Thank you for an excellent
magazine., I'm glad to see that you're
continually expanding the Precasts
and Previews. Helps a lot.

Here are my suggestions to help
me as a listener: A short wave
schedule and comments about out-
standing foreign and U.S.A. pro-
grams; a thorough log of KSDJ; a
log of stations KOB and KSL from
5:00 p.m. on in winter, and 6:00
p.m. on in summer.

*

Mrs. W, R. Rue, 212 Hill Street, Ocean
Park, Callf,

Sirs: I feel that there is a little
you can do in influencing some radio
stations about putting on the “Corn
Poppers” again, also that entertain-
ing sketch on KFI Sundays about ten
years ago, called “Coronet”” Can’t
you try to bring them both back?

We do try to hetp atl we can in
bringing listener favorites back, Mrs.
Rue, and often results through this
columnu are astonishing. We would also
suggest that you write directly to studio
program departmenis ltoo, stating your

requests. Many remember Kay Van
Ryper’s ‘‘Coronel” series with warm
thoughts, especially some of todou's
radio-grea!, who received thelr first

chances on this fine program.

John Homer Sawyer, Box 828, Sherman
Oaks, Calif.

Sirs: Radio Life printed our limer-
ick a year ago, in which we said
“Radio spreads CONSIDERABLY!"
By now that spread is even greater,
which means that more mijllions of
ears are pestered and punished with
hand-clapping by studio audiences!
Just because there is a great guan-
tity of it on the networks, does not
make it right or justify it—in excess!
Although millions of sets listen to
such programs, other millions of peo-
ple go for small stations to avoid
that clatter and din! Each time a
name is mentioned, or a doll, dough-
nut or dollar is passed out, why must
“chains"” allow few people on hand
to blast many more times as many
people’s ears with that horrible hand
clapping?

You’'ve got us, Mr. Sawyer, but other
letters added to yours will help slate
the case. Incidentally, you asked for the
issue approrimately June 27, 1946, in
which your limerick appeured. For
readers’ information, the editorial de-
partment recently got ilself in dutch
with the circulation department by
grandly claiming back magazines were
available by sending in ten cents. Seems
when we recently moved our offices, it
was necessary to weed out the store-
room and discard most of the back

copies kept on hand to satisfy demands
of readers, The circulation department

proml{)lly corrected ‘‘Ear Insplres”,
which now sadly informs readers that
beyond sir months, magazines uren’t

available, no matter how much we
want to help you and how much you
want help.

Mrs. A. A, M., Los Angeles §, Calif,

Sirs: In answer to several letters
asking “Does it pay to enter con-
tests?” I would like to tell about a
nice little program called *“House-
wives’ Exchange” over KFVD. This
show has helped me greatly with
its household hints, recipes, etc., and
what’s more they have very profit-
able contests. I won a beautiful, ex-
pensive robe and sweater. It was
such a delightful thrill being a win-
ner. Surely recommend this show to
all housewives. Jack Sherman is a
fine emncee. In renly to the listener
who mentioned “Hon. Archie” . . .
sorry to say, Reginald Sharland, who
played the role, is dead.

*

Pat Marshalil, Box 1230, 1200 North State,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Sirs: Thanks for introducing me to
that grand night-time show, “The
Mad Monk.”

I know it'’s an eastern program,
but could we get an article about
“Leave It to the Girls” . espe-
cially Eloise? The show is well-
named the fastest half-hour in radio.

People who gripe about programs
they don’t like seem to have little
horse sense. It’s easier to turn the
dial. Thanks again for a swell pub-
lication. I was a MissDit once, but
never again!

Our last ‘‘Leave It to the Girls’ article
was February 17, 1946. We shall try
to tfo @ more recent one as soNn as we
have caught up on the many folks and
shows which ;:aue not yel! had stories.
Did you see the piclure,
the July 27 issue?

however, in



Spothaht on Serials

No. 5 of a Series

The Show Whose Director Learned Early How
To Keep Her Bright Young Cast Acting “Natural.”

12 noon, Monday through Friday

CHS-KNX

RELATIVE newcomer

to the field of soap

operas, CBS' “Rose-

mary” has been on

the air only two and

a half years. Story

line of the serial, written by Elaine

Carrington, concerns a bright young

American girl who is the main sup-

port of her family., Locale of the

story is Springdale, U.S.A., a small
midwestern town.

Introductory chapters concerned
“Resemary’s” marriage to “Lt. Bill
Roberts,” amnesia victim, and subse-
quent untangling has familiarized
‘‘Rosemary’s” listeners principally
with “Mother Dawson,” “Patti Daw-
son,” “Peter Harvey,” and “Audrey”
(“Bill’s” former wife) as well as the
two principals.

IN ITS THIRD YEAR ON THE AIR,

cast including Marion Barney as

George Keane as “Lt. Bill Roberts,”” Betty Winkler as "Rose-
mary,” and Jome Allison as” both "Patti Dawson”

Roberts.”

One of radio’s top women directors
guides this serial. She is Theodora
Yates, and the extraordinary obsta-
cles surmounted by ‘“Dodie” make
her heroines’ lives seem pretty
placid.

As a sensitive, imaginative child
in her early teens, Theodora Yates
thought of a writing career. But at
thirteen a serious illness kept her
bedridden for three years. And to
make matters worse, she was for-
bidden her favorite diversion—read-
ing.

Neither bitter nor rebellious, she
thought up a “game” of self-enter-
tainment. She peopled an imaginary
stage with her family, friends and
acquaintances, dreamed up situa-
tions of comedy, tragedy, romance.
There was no cheating, each player
would be bound to act “natural”.
This realistic approach to the dramas

“Rosemary” has a
‘Mother Dawson;”

and "Audrey
radio.

/"

BETTY CREDITS the
Winkler luck and her
mother with the success that
has landed her on top in

i

‘ “*ROSEMARY' AND SUITOR,

“Peter Harvey,” a young lawyer in

love with her. Sydney Smith portrays Peter.
(CBS Photos.)

of her imagination is a distinguish-
ing mark of her adult wprk.

Hurdled Obstacles

The jump from invalidism to a
top berth in radio is the story of re-
gained health, a try at copy writing
and the heartbreak of the/*“No’s”
that greeted her in Manhattan when
she left Toronto. Filling in with a
twelve-dollar-a-week typing job and
keeping her chin up led Theodora
over the obstacle course, and after-
three years of typing, copy-writing
and hope, luck intervened and she
got a chance at directing a show
.. . "Rosemary”.

“It was just a little thirteen-sta-
tion program, but finally it went full
network, and I went with it.” Her

(Please Turn to Puage 32)

BACK HOME again,
George Keane has shed
uniform, but he's still a

at

the

lHeutenant — that is, in his
“Rosemary” role.




— . ,

SHE'S GOT blue-gray

eyes, beavtiful hands,
the readiest smile in town , , .
she says she wants to lose four
pounds, but gets cranky when
she diets . . . everyone she
works with calls her “‘our Dot-
ty” . . . she likes radio, and
we like Dorothy Lamour!
{Whitey Schafer« Paramount —
Cover and Accompanying
Photo.)

Sunday, 4:30 p.m.

NBC-KFI-KFSUD

FAMOUS newspaper

columnist once told

us that the way to

glean the most inter-

esting facts on an in-

terview was to arrive

at the appointment ahead of time,
before the subject was prepared.

It was accidental, but we did ar-
rive at Dorothy Lamour’s dressing
room a little early. Dorothy was sit-
ting before a make-up mirror while

Dorothy Lamour Stars in Her Own
Show for the Army and Brings to
Radio Her Own Brand of Glamour

By Joan Buchanan

the hairdresser put the finishing
touches to her coiffure.

“Don’t you think it's about time
we had this cut a little?” suggested
Dorothy, touching a curl lightly.

“No, ‘I don't,” said the girl.

“You mean that just because you're
going to have long hair, that I have
to have it too?” moaned Dorothy in
mock distress.

“Yes,” said the hairdresser. Doro-
thy sighed resignedly and gave us a
piteous glance.

HENRY RUSSELL it mu-

sical director of NBC's
“Front and Center’’, He's also
musical director for NBC's
western division and with no
trouble can deliver as pianist,
arranger, organist and vocalistl

We were left alone to examine the
family pictures in the Lamour dress-
ing room while Dorothy disappeared
to change clothes. Handsome hus-
band Willlam Ross Howard and
chunky son John Ridgely Howard
beamed at us from mantel and ta-
bles. We beamed back at them un.
til Dorothy reapgeared in a light
turquoise shirtmaker style dress with
a neat white bow at the collar.

Friendly Trek

She apologized for kebping us
waiting for even a minute and we
set out for lunch in the studio com-
missary. The first thing that we
found out about her was that every-
body calls her *“Dotty,” and she’s
glad they do. The road to the com-
missary was lined with the usual
turmoil of studio workers going to
and from different ‘parts of the lot.
Dotty had a word for every one. “Hi,
Tom—how’s it going?” . . . “Hi'ya,
Dotty,” from a shirt-sleeved man
carrying a ladder. “Hello, Dick.”
. . . “Hi’ya, Dotty,” from a studio
carpenter.

At lunch in the commissary it was
the same thing. Waitresses dropped
over to Dotty’s table to say “hellc.”
People waved from across the room.
And no wonder, Dotty is a good talk-
er, a wonderful listener and a de-

singing style as band vocalist, radio

song star and queen of the Paramount
musicals, Here she rehearses with Henry
Russell and his orchestra for a number on
the Army series. (NBC- Elmer Holloway
Phbtos.)

‘ LAMOUR DEVELOPED that persuasive

L



ston at the piano, Gene Steck, Lillian
Lane and Steve Steck) band together

to form the close harmony behind the La-
mour-Russell numbers.

THE CREW CHIEFS (Johnny Huddle- .

lightful laugher. She’s one of those
people who looks you right in the
eye as she speaks. In the midst of
a discussion she’s a backward chair
balancer when she's listening and a
table leaner when she’s talking.

Three publicity people made up
the group at the Lamour table, and
talk turned to Lamour's radio show,
then to radio and finally to radio
fluffs. Suddenly Dotty widened her
gray eyes, ‘Please let’s not tell
stories about mike fright,” she plead-
ed, “not at just this time!” She con-
fessed that she gets scared to death
at a mike. “Especially when I have
to sing,” she gave us a big smile,
“but somehow it always comes out
all right.”

Dotty can be excused for her ra-
dio nerves—after all, she got them
in the air service of Crosby and Hope.
“On a show with them,”: she said
grimly, “I always know that, sooner
or later, they’ll start ad libbing, and
I turn into a mervous wreck trying to
find a place in the script!” Dotty
calls the show, “Front and Center,”
which she is doing for the Army,
“something I really believe in.” It’s
the first starring air series she’s had
of her own. - “I was a girl singer on
the radio, and I've stooged for every-
body in the business from Charlie
McCarthy to Crosby,” she said, speak-
ing of her extensive air guesting.

Dotty was chosen for the new Army
air series because she was the best
person the producers could think of
to publicize Army recruiting. She

enthusiasm seldom associated with
one who knows the rigors of movie
stardom. “I'm calling up all my
friends to guest star on the show.
Van Johnson says he’ll be on if I
let him sing,” she smiled.
Collecting Autogrophs

Dotty calls herseélf ‘“thrilled to
death” over her starring program,
and next to her sevent2en-month-
old son it’'s her main tagpic of con-
versation at present. Busy with ra-
dio and movies, she spends her days
off at home playing with the baby,
“He’s got all his teeth a: seventeen
months,” was one of the pieces of in-
formation we é)icked up from John
Ridgely’s proud mother. In spite of
the fact that Dotty is a favorite auto-
graph target — she’s also an auto-

baby the prettiest little autograph
book and I've been collecting signa-
tures for him. I'm trying to get the
men whose names will mean some-
thing in the history of our country.
I've got Herbert Hoover’s and Thomas
Dewey’s so far. I'd love to have Ber-
nard Baruch’s,” she said with the en-
thusiasm of the real collector.

She calls herself Hope and Crosby’s
“pigeon” because she’s been the dupe
of so many of their gags and practi-
cal jokes. - “Once, just once, I left,
that Hope speechless,” she smiled,
happily triumphant. “It was while
we were making ‘My Fecvorite Bru-
nette.’” I was supposed to kiss him,
but every time I would start to I'd
break dewn and laugh. I don’t know
why, but I couldn’t keep a straight

has jumped inte her work with an graph collector! “Someone gave the (Please Turn to Page 32)

v’ THE LAMOUR YOCALIZING INCLUDES the bounce .as well

as the ballads—or have you forgotten her torrid rendition
of “Personality” in “Road to Utopia™? Henry Russell and producer
Tayler fiil in the rhythms as Dotty demonstrates how to put over a
hot tume.

' DOTTY CONFERS WITH HENRY RUSSELL and executive-

producer Glenhall Taylor on the Army show. The star
thinks she has the best sponsor in the world and calls her radio
show “doing something | reaily believe in.”
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QHIS is a map I drew of
the town where we Web-
sters live, Spring City,
U.S.A. Of course you can

get real maps of Spring City at Smil-

ing Sam’s Service Station, but they
just have the streets and stuff on
them, and don’'t show where people
live, like our house, for instance,
way up in the right hand corner, on
River Road.

Real maps show the R & R Rail-
road running through town, and the
station and freight yards, but they
don’t show Pete’s Hamburger Heaven
right kittycorner from Smiling Sam’s
Service Station.

There’'s a monument practically
right in the center of town, and it
says on it that it's dedicated to C.
Lucas. I'm not quite sure who he
was, but he probably founded the
town or drove the Indians out, or
he wouldn’t have a whole monument

'E"
M'

AT Ly W.M
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SPRING (ITY,

U.5.A. (Home

of “Those Websters”)

. By “Liz Webster”

to himself. Anyway, it's a great big
one, and it's the only one in Spring
City, so I put it on the map. And I
put in the lodge down on Commer-
cial Street, in the same block with
the City Hall, '‘cause Dad belongs to
the Sons of the Mustangs of the
Moonlight Mesas, and they meet
there.

The Los Angeles City Limits over
on the left hand side I put in as a
joke, because Poodles dared me.
Poodles is my girl friend and she
lives on River Road in the block

right above us, only her house
doesn’t show. I didn’t have room for
it on the paper. I had to make:all
the print awfully tiny, anyway, to
get things all in, but when Poodles
found out her house wasn't going to
be in it she got mad and went home,
and wouldn't help me any more.

I guess that explains about every-
thing, except Ida Brasen's house.
She’s mom's friend and she’s always
calling up on the phone all the time
and talking for just ages. Oh, yes,

(Please Turn to Page 32)
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NEWS and COMMENT

For Love o' Mike (&)

Merry Christmas

When the summer’s heat begins to
get us down, we fasten our minds
with determination on that delight-
ful time of the year, Christmas. In an
effort to keep the illusion going
through August temperatures, we've
even made aut a, Christmas list for
Santa. Only, we ! ope he doesn’'t wait
until Christmas to deliver:

Jean Sablon — more French songs
like “Chanson des Rues” and “Vous
Qui Passez” . . . Rolley Langley—an-
other garden program, now that he’s
gotten us interested . . . Peggy Lee—
more jump tunes . .. Bob Crosby—his
old band back, intact . .. Marie Wil-
son and Cathy Lewis—their very own
roles in the projected movie version
of “My Friend Irma” . .. Bill Leyden
—as much publicity as the rest of
the disc jockeys are getting . . . Ed-
ward Arnold—a sponsor worthy of his
fine show . . . Henry Morgan—a suc-
cessful movie . . . “Theater Guild on
the Air"—more of the same fine Broad-
way plays . The disc jockeys—
more Elmo Tanner-Ted Weems whis-
tling records. So help us, we'’re tired
of “Heartaches” . . . Radio—a .couple
of spirited variety shows with the tal-
ent and appeal of Rudy Vallee’s and
Paul Whiteman’s old hour-long pro-
grams.

Full Circle

The saga of “Sound Off”’, the Army’s
excellent contribution to air entertain-
ment, is finally completed. When the
show recently switched time to Sat-
urdays on CBS, it evidently fulfilled a
mysterious pattern that one of the
Fates had decided upon beforehand.

“Sound Off” first hit the air waves
a year ago last July fourth, and for a
while it was heard on CBS on Mon-
days. Later it switched to Wednes-
days and then to Tuesdays on the
same network. Its next move was to
Mutual on Thursdays. Following that,
it came back to CBS and was heard
on Fridays and later, on Sundays. The
latest move is to Saturdays.

The show has just been renewed for
another year, and we’re looking for it
to stay where it is. After all, there are
no more days of the week left to try
—it’ll have to be Saturdays.

Not A Mean Street

Now that the .ourists are in full
swing on Vine Street these after-
noons, clutching their radio tickets in

their hot little hands, we're reminded

of an astute observation a taxicab-

driver made to us not long ago. We
were driving at a clip down Figueroa
when he suddenly exclaimed, “This
is the lousiest street to drive on in
the whole town!”

DON'T BE A
MissDit*

NEXT WEEK

Peter Lorre says, “Horror Is
Hard Workl” and we believed
him after Radio Life watched
him air his new show. Next
week, an intimate mike glimpse
of Lorre displaying the moods
necesscry for a whodunit
thriller.

Next week: Spotlight on one
of vyour favorite serials. “The
Guiding Light”. Pictures of cast
members included.

Two radio men, both bache-
lors, compete with one another
in the culinary department. We
won’t tell you more now, but get
next week’s Radio Life for some
eye-filling pictures of mouth-
watering dishes as demonstrat-
ed by thz2se expert chefs.

Does Walter O'Keefe, the man
who revived “The Man on the
Flying Trapeze”, fly as easily
through the air as the acrobat?
We thinik he does as we fea-
ture O’Keefe next week in a
“Double or Nothing” spread.

Quite a musical team, Dave
Rose and Georgia Gibbs. Radio
Life was a recent guest at the
Rose home, where Dave showed
off his miaiature railway and
other hobbies, reported faith-
fully for you in the August 24
issue.

Frank Lovejoy of “Murder and
Mr. Malone” and clever radio
actress, Monty Marguetts, are
profiled next week. Read about
them and how they managed to
aitain recognition in radio’s most
highly competitive game.

*She wanted to read it, but she

missed it.

“Worse than Vine Street?” we asked,
surprised.

“Aw, sure,” he replied, “People on
Figueroa are mean drivers. People on
Vine Street don’t mean any harm——
they just drive along looking inte
other cars and at the sidewalk trying
to see the stars and the studios. Sure
they make mistakes, but they don’t
mean to!”

Polite or Pay

The funny psychology extant that
lends greater desirability to something
for which there is a charge, as op-
posed to something “free” could be
brought into play nicely by radio net-
works.

Of late, some of the audiences at
radio shows have becomne pretty care-
less insofar as manners are concerned.
It's most noticeable on “give-away”
shows, when a disappointed fraction
of spectators troop doorward before
the end of the show, leaving the em-
cee still working at his entertainment.
Perhaps the eagerness to leave is mo-
tivated by hope of getting into an-
other show, preferably one with more
prizes.

Maybe if radio tickets were run off
the roll only in exchange for a little
of the old moola, audiences would
stick around and get what they con-
sider their money’s worth. As is, ail
that is asked of them is a little cour-
tesy . . . not a big price.

Of course one solution might be to
give everyone present a hig refriger-
ator.

The Game Is Up

In lieu of all the talk about Eddie
Albert being a newcomer to radio on
his ABC series, we feel that the time
has come for us to speak. Are we the
only listener who remembers when
Eddie was one-half of the team of
“Grace and Eddie, the Honeymoon-
ers” who sang and chattered coyly

- from New York on an early morning

show a decade ago?

Not only that-—somewhere in an old
file we have a picture of it!

Your Cue |

Abe Burrows

It’s nice to be able to report that
satirist Abe Burrows (KNX, 10:15 p.m,
Saturday) is as funny as everyone
said he was,

As you may recall, Burrows is the
former writer on “Duffy’s Tavern” and
(Please Turn to Next Page)
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‘ 4 “KECA mike memos

By Vircinia WEST

Good news is contained in the announcement that news commentator
James Abbe will return to his 7:30 a.m. spot on the ABC-KECA dial beginning
Aug, 18. The news analyst, who is now recovered from an operation which he
underwent shortly after leaving the air this spring, will be heard over 42
ABC Pacific Coast stations...the Tuesday
and Thursday broadcasts of his new five-
a-week series being sponsored by Peter
Paul, Inc.

Speaking of newsmen, latest sched-
ule for Elmer Davis’ broadcasts from
Europe reveals the prominent commen-
tator will be heard from Paris on Aug. 15,
from Berlin on the 22nd, and a second
broadcast from London on the 29th, before
returning to the U. S....Another ABCer
to have a lock-see at the European scene
this month is Ted Malone, who visits the
Scandinavian countries and England. In
his usual style, storyteller Malone will
travel fast...He’ll be gone only ten days
.« By the way, Hugo Carlson, who han-
dles the 10:15 p.m. news on KECA, is one
of the few who is NOT going to Europe
this summer, it was authoritatively an-
nounced recently,

«.«Summertime Listening At Its Best...on 790...

Welcome news to the younger set, and those of us who have simply
forgotten to grow up when it comes to things like comic strips and adventure
serials, will be the return to KECA’s dial of that ace detective, Dick Tracy.
The intrepid Tracy is now heard Monday thru Friday afterncons at 5, under
the Thrifty banner...Detectively speaking, have you noticed how often
government agent David Harding—Counterspy seems to anticipate the head-
lines? Although scripts are prepared several weeks in advance, the program
has been blessed either with an unexplainable foresight on the part of its
writers, or an extraordinary amount of luck, for startling coincidences in the
dramas and the news of the days immediately preceding or following the
broadcast have occurred many times. .. Counterspy, as you know, is a Sunday
afternoon feature on ABC (KECA at 2:30) ... The lovely young lady, flashing
her broadest smile at you from this printed page, is Betty Lou Gerson, who
plays the private secretary “Miss Sarah” in another of ABU’s popular dramas
. .. “Mr. President”, starring Edward Arnold . . . Have you heard the series,
Mystery Is My Hobby”? Aired for Thrifty Drug at 7 o’clock on Saturday
nights over KECA, the stories about gentleman detective and man-about-town
Barton Drake, played by film star Glenn Langan, replaced “The Avenger’ on
KECA’s dial.

James Abbe

««« Summertime Listening At Its Best...on 790..,

PERSONAL GLIMPSES: Our spies tell us that the other evening when
Paul Whiteman wus working late at the studio, he slipped into Master Con-
trol, and sat there attentively listening
to “Lone Ranger”, . . . Well, “Pops” is
not alone. . . . Lots of us enjoy a lively
western adventure for relaxing listeming.
. . . Don BicNeill, toastmaster of ABC’s
“Brealkfast Club”, estimated recently that
he’s spent upward of 7,250 hours at the
microphone since entering radio in Octo-
ber, 1928 . . . Radio personalities often
have their own specéel methods of “warm-
g wup” just before their show takes to
the air. . . . Don Dunphy, blow-by-blow
announcer on “Cavalcade of Sports”, (Fri-
day nights at 7 on ABC-KECA) delivers
a word picture of the preliminary bout
into a dead microphone, just before he
airs the main event. . . . The sons of two
ABC personalities will be room-mates at
prep school this fall. They are Gary Cros-
by, one of Bing’s boys, and Leslie Howard
Gargan, son of Bill Gargan, who portrays
private-eye Ross Dolan in the “I Deal in
Crime” series.

L:lly Lou Gerson

Radio in Review

(Continued from Preceding Page)

the Dinah Shore show whose satires
*‘on songwriting, movie-making and
radio writing struck most comedians
so funny that the word-of-mouth pub-
licity the brotherhood gave him made
him nationally known without ever
having been heard by the public. . .
a state of affairs being effectively
remedied by the joint efforts of Bur-
rows and CBS.

Chances are, if you’re the kind of a
person who thinks that Van Johnson
acting waggish is the funniest thing
on the screen—you won’t laugh at
Burrows, But if you’re the type who
gets the giggles in a quiet library or
a laugh when Ingrid Bergman says
something like “We're— we're not
good for each other, Rick. I'm afraid
this is— goodbye”, then Burrows is
your man,

With the kind of a voice that is
usually described as ‘“not unpleas-
ant” and to his own piano accom-
paniment, Burrows sings what he calls
“type songs”—love type songs, nostal-
gic type songs, mother type songs,
ete. Some of them are only titles, he
tells his audien:e, and cites such
hilarious examples as “If You Were
the Only Girl in the World and I Were
the Only Boy Okay But Lemme Alone
Now” and “You Put a Piece of Carbon
Paper Under Your Heart and Gave Me
a Copy of Your Love”. This last he
calls an office supply type song. Bur-
rows also includes a travelogue occa-
sionally. These he calls unusual be-
cause “I have no film and it's in
color”. o

Milton De Lugg and his trio supply
incidental music on the show (and
kids it’s Artie Bernstein on bass).

If you eschew radio humor in favor
of an evening at home with a Robert
Benchley or an S. 1. Perelman book,
you're the type who should be listen-
ing to Burrows and his ballads Inci-
dentally, we're thinking of writing a
song of our own and the title will be
“I'm Walking Through Life With an
Abe Burrows Song in My Heart”.

“Let George Do It”

One of the few really delightful
teams on the air appear Friday nights
at 8:00 over KHJ on “Let George Do
IGED.

Frances Robinson, the girl with the
infectious laugh, plays “Claire”, who
is a little numb around the ears, re-
garding danger.. Bob Bailey plays
“George”, who is a little dumb about
the direction Claire’s affections have
taken.

If you like a credible little story
that mingles laughs with larceny, and
moderation with mystery or murder,
this show has it. The couple (called
“couple” simply because Claire per-
sists in tagging George wherever he
goes, thereby making a persistent
twosome) might undertake to solve
the ostensible suicide of an old friend,
or perhajk exonerate an acquaintance
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of a charge they just know couldn’t
be so!

Whatever they undertake, the crooks
the couple encounter are never too
bad. The police they hamper aren’t
too intertering, vesentful nor dispar-
aging of their, amateur efforts. And,
Allah be praised, the wise writers of
their scripts have left near-censorable
antics out in the cold. Chevron Gas is
sponsoring a clean and jolly show in
this one.

“The Saint”

Vir‘:ent Price as “Simon Templar”,
better known as “The Saint” (KNX,
9:00 p.m. Wednesday), is a detective
of the old or “Robin Hood” school.
“The Saint,” as you probably remem-
ber from your light summer reading,
considers it his mission in life to go
around righting the more obvious
wrongs in a purely unoftficial capacity.
This matter of taking the law into
your own hands is a dangerous, an-
archist ideal in real life, but appar-
ently fraught with romance for writ-
ers of popular detective fiction.

With Vincent Price in the role, we’ll
have to admit that the show is
fraught with romance for us, in spite
of the fact that it’s no more nor less
illogical that the other versions of vio-
lent death that you’ll find all over
the dial. Mr. Price’s diction, delivery
and admirable voice control are so
perfect that he turns an obvious script
and cliched lines into an absorbing
story. He can read a line like “My
dear fellow, don’t tell me you're an-
other Humphrey Bogart fan” when
faced by a thug with a gun, and
make it sound like a triumph of so-
phisticated high comedy. If the script-
ers who are writing around Leslie
Charteris’'s popular character em-
ployed half the intelligence in writ-
ing the lines that Mr. Price displays
in reading them they’d have the sort
of show that would start a trend of
its own.

At any rate, the writers have resist-
ed the temptation to turn the charac-
ter into a “Pat Novak” in spats, which
would seem to be the logical reason-

THRILLING
DRAMA!

SUNDAY 1:30
A B € rxorwo

CALIFORNIA MEDICAL ASSN.

ing of radio writers this season. “The
Saint” is still “The Saint”.

Also, you're apt to find extra goodies
tucked away in some of the lesser
characterizations, such as Lurene Tut-
tle’s realistic gurgling with a bullet
through the throat on a recent show.

It’s Price all the way, however, and
as long as the show holds on to
“Saint” Vincent, we’ll be doing our
part each week.

“Hail the Champ!”

“Hail the Champ!” is the best au-
swer we've yet heard to the shout for
“bigger, better kid shows”. It’s a pro-
gram we’d like to see go national, as
a sort of traveling “Jr. Vox Pop”,
either under its »nresent banner (Ar-
den’s Diced Cream) or under coopera-
tive sponsorship, should Arden not
have coast-ta-coast outlet connections.

Tony Pereira is emcee of this joy-
ous thirty minutes, KGER, Saturday,
11 a.m. Pereira is the man who start-
ed the Los Angeles Junior Ayxiliary
Police. He is Los Angeles Field Com-
missioner for the Boy Scouts and
newly-elected Commissioner of City
Playgrounds In other words, he loves

kids, knows the games that Kkeep
them happy.

His technique is “C’'mon, gang. Let’s
toss ball” ... not... “And what does

your daddy do for a living, little boy?”
The youngsters who rocket by the
thousands into the Tracy Theatre to
join the fun react to their interviewer
with rafter-hoisting, mike-ringing en-
thusiasm!

A gang of girls are asked what
they’'d like to do a. “Champ”. “Meet
Van Johnson” and “Tour a movie stu-
dio” are standard answers. . Then,
squealing and giggling, they're
pitched into a game of “Polo”, played
on Kkiddie cars, with raw eggs and
croquet mellets as equipment. “The
Winnah!” stands by to face her Male
Competition.

A group of boys try next. (Most of
them would like to take flying les-
sons or go to the Rose Bowl game).
They might be matched in a frog-
jumping ccntest (each boyv responsible
for the racing prowess of a real live
frog). Games vary each week, of
course, for both fellows and girls,

A Commando-Style obstacle course
determines the final “Champ” with
four “men” and four ‘“women” as
winners in eight weeks of broadcast-
ing. Prizes all along the way (even
for the losers) include baseball bats,
sewing Kkits, beach-togs, lite-rafts. rec-
ord albums, etc. . . . and a big haul.
plus a Derby Bike, awaits the Grand
Vicrtor.

There’s plenty more tuv keep the pro-
gram skipping . . . and it skips for a
solid half-hour.

Pan Pacific auditorium has offered
its facilities, we understand, could
“Hail the Champ!” be moved to Los
Angeles. Can you imagine what it
would be with all those kids piling in
from every part of this city . . . Col-
ossal, that’s what'! Colossal’

Maurie Gresham and Al Atherton

own the show. Don Otis produces.
Herb Allen announces.

“Why Isn’t Something
Done About This?”-

An outlet for the irritations that
induce the remark, “Say, I'm going to
write them a letter about that!” is
presented in the new KNX offering
heard Saturday p.m.s at 5:00.

Show’s writer, Allen Botzer, and his
announcer-aide, Bob Moon, read aloud
letters received . . . missives letting
off steam both pro and con on any
subject the writers feel needs airing.
Recently a parking lot attendant,
weary of being blamed for every dent
and scratch on limousine or jalopy,
unburdened himself by means of
penning his grief and hearing it go
out over the ether to listeners.

Suggestion and comment on the
disposition of atomic power haye
come in for their share of comment
on several Saturdays.

If you have a legitimate beef, put it
down in black and white and shoot
it along to “Why Isn’t Something Done
About This?”, KNX, Hollywood 28,
California. Anything within reason
(and conforming to censorship) will
be treated seriously . .. as was the
letter from a woman driver, which
complained about the lack of consid-
eration on the part of women drivers!

Critical )

Playbacks ( Sheea,

Tom Mix

The “Tom Mix” show hardly comes
as suggested regular listening for
adults, but KHJ's 5:45 p.m. five-day-
a-week offering (Monday through Fri-
day), emerges from the top of the
barrel as child entertainment.

Banners of Tom’s honesty, courage
and modesty are hoisted in the right
way. The moppets who breathlessly
follow their hero’s adventures get their
object lessons mnicely disguised, and
adults won't be too bored putting up
with the brief daily listening period.
The big problem there will be keep-
ing their faces straight when Tom
begins “shucks ‘in’” and sleuthin’,

At present a big record company is
hiring Tom to make records, on which

(Please Turn (o Next Puye)
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he will sing the folksy songs he uses
to entertain around rhe campfire. At
the same time he is to track down
an unearthly, laughing voice that
mystifyingly appears on each finished
dise put out by this company. Will
Tom track down the voice known as
the *“Jolly Gentleman’s laugh,” and
save the record company?

Whether or not that’s of particular
concern to you, if you do have a little
friend who might enjoy a rocket para-
chute, tune into this Ralston Purena
Company sponsored show. At “Tom
Mix” time they present details of how
to get one of these parachutes. You
can get your laughs while the kids
get their Kicks and a new toy.

How Thin Can It Get?

For discriminating listening, a re-
commendation that dialers avoid “The
Thin Man” is in order. General Foods,
for Sanka, parade Claudia Morgan and
Les Damon in the respective roles of
Nora and Nick Charles each Friday at
7:30 p.m. over KNX,

There’s little excuse for the adol-
escent gambolings in which Miss Mor-
gan and Mr. Damon are forced to
participate in “The Thin Plot” . . .
whoops! “The Thin MAN.”

You'll be able to stand Nora’'s
pseudo-sexy delivery and even Nick's
wallowings in puddles of phoney
noblesse oblige. As with most mystery
shows, a certain listening point must
be waited tor, just to see how the snarl
of plot is unravelled. Then comes the
really objectionable part of the North
series. Listeners are wafted, willy-
nilly, to the Charles menage where
they are let in on a full three minutes
of sickening drivel that passes for
plot explanation, (usually still neces-
sary) and the romantic touch.

The writing and directoral end of
this show should be looking ahead . . .
to the day when television will make
this show impossible. No censor on
earth would allow scenes enacted that
would tie in with the noises that come
out of our radio on “Thin Man” night,

On Mike { At Stdie )
Best Prize Of All

When Mr. and Mrs. Tony Stanton
of Chicago visited Jay Stewarl's
“What's Doin’ Ladies?” recently they
walked oft with a one hundred dollar
prize. To the ABC emcee's query as
to what they intended doing with the
money, Mr. Stanton replied, “My wife
and 1 are going to adopt a daughter!”

It seems that the Stantons had spent
more money on their California vaca-
tion than they had intended and so
had decided to postpone an eagerly
planned adoption, Their prize money
changed all that.

Stewart was nearly as happy and
pleased as the couple over their deci-
sion. “Think of it!"’ he exclaimed, “A
Page Twelve

daughter! Nobody can ever give out a
prize like that on any prozram. This
is the closest possible thing!”

O{f Mlke ( Personalities )
Odd Job Man

Walter Craig, the young rudio actor
whose flexible voice is in dermnand for
assorted odd radio and screen chores,
thinks that his recenl dubbing job
for the movie, “They Passed This
Way,” was one of the strangest., Walter
was assigned to dub in all the coughs
in a scene depicting a children’s diph-
theria ward. He visited the contagious
ward of the Los Angeles General Hos-
pital in order to hear what was ex-
pected of him. As in all mimicry, the
sound has to be firmly fixed in the
mimic’s mind before he can imitate it.

Walter rehearsed thoroughly and did
the track in one take—but the penalty
was a sore thrnat and a4 headache!

2 PR
Vacation Trick

It can be done—you can take a vaca-
tion and still stay on the air! That is,
you can if you are a quartet like "“The
Sportsmen.” The boys, who are fea-
tured on NBC's “Village Store” and
also gained fame this past year as
Benny's “hmmm-mm-mmmers,” are
managing this neat trick by substi-
tuting a vocalist for each member of
the quartet tor two weeks, while the
other three originals stay at the mike.

J'op tenor Bill Days was the first to
vacation with a fishing trip in Oregon;
second tenor Maxwell Smith is now
at Arrowhead. Bass Gurney Bell is next
on the list for a trip to Northern Cali-
fornia and Oregon, and baritone Marty
Sqgerzel will be the last man out with
his vacation plans calling for two
weeks fishing in the Sierras.

Two For Tommy

Tommy Cook, the energetic young-
ster who plays ‘“Junior” in “Lite of
Riley,” gave up radio this summer in
order to entrain for tennis tournaments
in the East. We noted his departure
in these columns at that time and
wished him luck.

Looks like a little of it stuck to
him—Tommy came back this week
with two trophies under his arm. He
got to the finals in both the singles
and doubles fournaments in the Michi-
gan Open. held at Grand Rapids. Radio
Actor Cook informs us that it was the
first time he'd ever plaved on clay
courts—and just wait till next year!

Voice Range

“Timmy Brown”, very young son on
Columbia’s *Couple Next Door”, is ac-
tually porlrayed by Mary Lansing,
who stufts a handkerchief into her
mouth to mutfle & series of child-like
gurglings. But the children living
near the show’s producer, Gordon
Hughes, are convinced that “Timmy”
is none other than Timmy Hughes,
Gordon’s own son. Last time the in-
fant’s cooing was heard on the Sun-
day program, the young neighbors
rang the Hughes’' doorbell acclaiming
Timmy's performance.

Orange Blossoms

One of Hollvwood’s most delightful
weddings will be held 